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We believe your success should be measured not just by 
your financial well-being, but by how confident you feel 
about your future. Our mission is to help you reach your 
financial goals through the development of a wealth 
management plan based on personalized, knowledgeable 
advice. 
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BUY A BRICK...
     FOR THAT      
        SPECIAL SOMEONE!

TO A BETTER
COMMUNITY WHILE
CELEBRATING
LOVED ONES!
Commemorate your loved one with 
a brick along Fort Lauderdale’s 
Riverwalk. Signature Bricks are 
available for any occasion and 
make perfect gifts. Bricks are 
installed once a month, so 
order yours today! Gift 
certificates available.

For more information,
call Jeremy Collette at (954) 468-1541 
or email bricks@goriverwalk.com
Visit www.GoRiverwalk.com
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New Year’s Eve
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 • 4:30 PM - 1 AM

SW 2ND STREET AND SW 5TH AVENUE

FAMILY  
ACTIVITIES

4:30 - 8:30 PM

KIDS  
COUNTDOWN

7 PM

LIVE  
MUSIC

5:30 PM – 1 AM 

COUNTDOWN  
TO 2024
Midnight

New Year’s Eve

SEE THE
ILLUMINATED
ANCHOR
DROP

LIVE
MUSIC

COUNTDOWN
7 PM

MUSIC
5:30 PM – 1 AM 

parks.fortlauderdale.gov/nye

FOOD 
& DRINK 
VENDORS

COOLERS AND GLASS BOTTLES ARE NOT PERMITTED AT THE EVENT.



F O R T  L A U D E R D A L E ’ S  C I T Y  M A G A Z I N E 

Executive Editor LYNN PEITHMAN STOCK 
editor@GoRiverwalk.com

Calendar Editor JEREMY COLLETTE
calendar@GoRiverwalk.com

Bites and Sips Editor RENÉE K. QUINN
bites@GoRiverwalk.com

Proofreaders JEREMY COLLETTE
PAUL SORENSEN

Webmaster MIKE QUINN
QuinnProQuo

Publisher MARK BUDWIG
S.MARK Graphics
publisher@GoRiverwalk.com
(954) 523-1980

Creative Director NICK SCALZO
S.MARK Graphics
creative@GoRiverwalk.com

Director of Photography JASON LEIDY
Middle River Arts Photography
photography@middleriverarts.com

CONTRIBUTORS
Phillip Dunlap, Genia Duncan Ellis, Vice Mayor and District 3 Commissioner Pamela Beasley-Pittman, 

Marty Kiar, Dan Linblade, Phil Purcell, Richard Rodriguez, Karen Warfel and Liz Wegerer

FEATURED WRITERS
Madelaine K. Boyer, Joanna Kentolall and Renée K. Quinn

Editor-in-Chief GENIA DUNCAN ELLIS
RIVERWALK FORT LAUDERDALE

genia@GoRiverwalk.com
(954) 468-1541, ext. 202

A publication of RIVERWALK FORT LAUDERDALE
888 East Las Olas Boulevard, Suite 210, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

Phone (954) 468-1541  •  Fax (954) 468-1542
  info@GoRiverwalk.com   •  www.GoRiverwalk.com 

 www.facebook.com/GoRiverwalkMagazine 

CONNECT WITH US ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES.

 GoRiverwalkMagazine

 RiverwalkFTL

 GoRiverwalkMagazine 

 RiverwalkFTL 

 RiverwalkFTL

 GoRiverwalk 

 RiverwalkFTL 

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS WITH US! USE THESE HASHTAGS.
#RiverwalkFTL      #GoRiverwalk      #OnRiverwalk

Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale, Inc.  has been determined  to be a 501 (c)(3) Charitable Not For Profi t 
(Tax Exempt) by the Department of the Treasury Internal Revenue Services.

Go Riverwalk is Fort Lauderdale’s City Magazine covering arts, entertainment, business and lifestyles. 
Go Riverwalk is a Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale publication and publishes 12 times a year to inform, inspire 
and connect residents, readers and leaders with the people, places, happenings and events that make 
Fort Lauderdale one of the world’s best places to live, work and play. © Copyright 2023. Riverwalk Fort 
Lauderdale. All rights reserved. No part of Go Riverwalk December may be reproduced in any form by any 
means without prior written consent from Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale and publisher S.MARK Graphics. 
Publisher accepts no liability for the accuracy of statements made by the editors or advertisers. The 
waves device and Go Riverwalk are trademarks of Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale. © Copyright 2023.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
JA

SO
N

 L
EI

D
Y

4      D E C E M B E R   2 0 2 3   •   G O R I V E R W A L K . C O M



FRIDAY NIGHT 
SOUND WAVES

Get ready to 
Groove & glide
under the sun
where sustainability
meets SO. FLO fun

Fort Lauderdale Beach has never been
cooler, than with the debut of THE RINK - 
a 4,000 sq. ft. technological marvel from
global synthetic rink leader, Xtraice® 
that brings the thrill of ice skating seaside 
under blue skies and swaying palm trees.

Composed of self-moisturizing, 
seamless tongue-and-groove panels, 
The RINK o�ers a smooth surface 
for skaters and a traditional
wintertime experience for all ages,
ice skating novices, and pros alike. 

OPEN DAILY. 
NOVEMBER 13 - JANUARY 1

View Skate Session Information 
and Events Beyond the Rink at: 
theloopflb.com

Presented by                      In Partnership With



MOTIVATE • ACTIVATE • PARTICIPATE
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888 E. Las Olas Blvd, Suite 210

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

Phone (954) 468-1541

Fax (954) 468-1542

info@GoRiverwalk.com

www.GoRiverwalk.com

www.facebook.com/RiverwalkFTL
Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale Inc. has been determined  to be a 501 (c)(3) Charitable Not For Profi t 

(Tax Exempt) by the Department of the Treasury Internal Revenue Services.
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To be the catalyst 
in building and 

nurturing Riverwalk 
and the Riverwalk 

District as a 
vibrant community 
connected by the 

New River.

MISSION STATEMENT



D'ANGELO

JOHN D’ANGELO  |  DANGELOREALTY.COM  |  (954) 463-9881

WE HAVE SOLD OVER 1420 LAS OLAS CONDOS!
Call us today to schedule a showing or list your property! 
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#1AGENT-OWNED BROKERAGE 
INDIVIDUAL SALES VOLUME

IN FORT LAUDERDALE

UNDER CONTRACT

NEWLY PRICED

NEWLY PRICED

This 25th floor river facing Columbus flow thru floorplan in the Las Olas 
Riverhouse is over 2,400 sqft. Features include a private elevator foyer 

entry, floor to ceiling glass and 2 terraces.

Stunning 2 bedrom 2 bathroom plus den! The largest floorplan in 
the building with over 1,615 interior sqft featuring 10 foot ceilings, 
a split bedroom floor plan, and a large terrace with access from both 

bedrooms, and floor to ceiling sliding glass doors.  This upgraded, south-facing, and furnished Condo in downtown Fort 
Lauderdale is pet-friendly and includes garage parking. Resort-style 
amenities, rooftop pool with panoramic views, a sky lounge, and more. 

Tenant occupied until Apr 2024.

Waterfront studio with spectacular view of the new river and the city. 
Tile floors throughout, stainless steel appliances with granite countertop. 
Washer/dryer in the unit plus full-size kitchen. Walking distance to shops 
and restaurants on Las Olas. Building offers full amenities. Amazing 

panoramic view from the rooftop pool.

3 bedroom, 2 bath condo with ocean and river views, plank tile floors, 
granite countertops, stainless appliances, and two balconies. Full-

service building with 5-star amenities.

3 bedroom, 2 bath condo with ocean and river views, plank tile floors, 
granite countertops, stainless appliances, and two balconies. Full-

service building with 5-star amenities.

Direct river views from this split bedroom floorplan. Enjoy the floor- to-
ceiling glass, tile and bamboo floors, custom closets, and a Master Suite 

featuring a jacuzzi tub & rainfall shower. 

Stunning High-Floor Corner Unit with amazing ocean, river & cruise 
ship views. 3 bedroom 2 bathroom. Features a large eat-in kitchen 
with granite countertops and washer and dryer in unit. Full service 

building with 5 star lifestyle amenities.

This fully renovated 2bed 2bath is a 1,246sq ft ft split bedroom with 
beautiful southern views of the city and partial ocean views. This 
unit has wood-look tile flooring throughout, stainless steel appliances, 
granite countertops, and fully renovated bathrooms. With its prime 
location, residents can enjoy easy access to the vibrant downtown & Las 

Olas Boulevard.

Spectacularly designed by professional interior designer. Corner. River 
and ocean views. High end finishes. Rarely Available, Move-in ready!

Stunning wide water views of the intercoastal and the ocean. Bright 
and breezy during the day with sunset views at night.

This highly desirable river front unit is a true gem! A rare find in all of 
downtown with direct river views! This is your opportunity to own the 

perfect pied-à-terre, on the river.

Gorgeous north-western sunset river views! This unit features rounded 
floor-to-ceiling windows, marble & tile flooring, a spa-inspired master 

bathtroom and a gourmet kitchen with stainless steel appliances.

Living on the Isles off of Las Olas doesn’t get any better than this! This 
spacious condo has spectacular views from every room! 3 Bedrooms 
and 4.5baths of open living spread out over 3200sqft of this well built 

and pristine residence.

Stunning contemporary redesigned residence, overlooking the 
intracoastal, downtown, and only steps to the ocean. A true one-of-
a-kind unit, offering views from every room, floor to ceiling windows, 

double glass door entry, and a custom glass wall waterfall.

Stunning on the sand! Over 4800 sqft of luxury ocean front living. 
True unobstructed views of the Atlantic Ocean. Pristine and finely 
appointed with an expansive bright kitchen, marble floors, polished 
concrete, rich wood, within the iron gates of the villas at The Palms. 

JUST SOLD!

3 BEDROOM 4.5 BATH
$2,100,000

3 BEDROOM 3.5 BATH
$2,795,000

3 BEDROOM 3.5 BATH
$4,845,000

ARIA

PRICE REDUCED

COLUMBUS | $1,295,000
2 BEDROOM + DEN 3 BATH

RIVERSIDE

2 BEDROOM 2 BATH  | $520,000

STUDIO

SEAVIEW

STARDUST | $729,000

SOHO | $925,000
2 BEDROOM + 2 BATH

SEAVIEW | $1,100,000 2 BEDROOM 2 BATH | $559,000

1 BEDROOM 1 BATH | $575,000

2 BEDROOM 2 BATH | $849,000

1 BEDROOM | $699,000
1 BEDROOM + 1 BATH

CHELSEA
2 BEDROOM + 2.5 BATH

ASHLEY | $2,295,000
3 BEDROOM + 3.5 BATH

JUST LISTED!

JUST LISTED!

JUST LISTED!

JUST LISTED!

JUST SOLD!

JUST SOLD!

JUST LISTED!

the palms
La Rive

Elevated Living at Las Olas Grand. This decorator model unit has 
dramatic views from every room over the ocean, intracoastal, river, and 
city skyline. 33-foot covered balcony, marble floors, upgraded kitchen 
& baths, custom closets, upgraded laundry with Miele appliances, new 
A/C, prime parking space, and storage. 5-star resort-style amenities.

Exceeding your expectations from this 34th floor Bradford Model. This 
premier 1,630sq ft 2 bed 2 bath is a decorator model that has a 33-foot 
covered balcony with a thoughtful design that connects every room to the 
terrace with a split bedroom floor plan marble floors throughout. 5-Star 
resort style amenities Dramatic views from every room of the ocean, 

intracoastal, river, and city skyline.

BRADFORD SOUTH
2 BEDROOM + 2 BATH

Highly Desirable Directly on the River! Expanded balcony with 
Marble and wood Floors throughout.

   BRADFORD SOUTH
2 BEDROOM + 2 BATH

JUST SOLD!
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WE HAVE SOLD OVER 1420 LAS OLAS CONDOS!
Call us today to schedule a showing or list your property! 
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This 25th floor river facing Columbus flow thru floorplan in the Las Olas 
Riverhouse is over 2,400 sqft. Features include a private elevator foyer 

entry, floor to ceiling glass and 2 terraces.

Stunning 2 bedrom 2 bathroom plus den! The largest floorplan in 
the building with over 1,615 interior sqft featuring 10 foot ceilings, 
a split bedroom floor plan, and a large terrace with access from both 

bedrooms, and floor to ceiling sliding glass doors.  This upgraded, south-facing, and furnished Condo in downtown Fort 
Lauderdale is pet-friendly and includes garage parking. Resort-style 
amenities, rooftop pool with panoramic views, a sky lounge, and more. 

Tenant occupied until Apr 2024.

Waterfront studio with spectacular view of the new river and the city. 
Tile floors throughout, stainless steel appliances with granite countertop. 
Washer/dryer in the unit plus full-size kitchen. Walking distance to shops 
and restaurants on Las Olas. Building offers full amenities. Amazing 

panoramic view from the rooftop pool.

3 bedroom, 2 bath condo with ocean and river views, plank tile floors, 
granite countertops, stainless appliances, and two balconies. Full-

service building with 5-star amenities.
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featuring a jacuzzi tub & rainfall shower. 

Stunning High-Floor Corner Unit with amazing ocean, river & cruise 
ship views. 3 bedroom 2 bathroom. Features a large eat-in kitchen 
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Stunning contemporary redesigned residence, overlooking the 
intracoastal, downtown, and only steps to the ocean. A true one-of-
a-kind unit, offering views from every room, floor to ceiling windows, 
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Stunning on the sand! Over 4800 sqft of luxury ocean front living. 
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Elevated Living at Las Olas Grand. This decorator model unit has 
dramatic views from every room over the ocean, intracoastal, river, and 
city skyline. 33-foot covered balcony, marble floors, upgraded kitchen 
& baths, custom closets, upgraded laundry with Miele appliances, new 
A/C, prime parking space, and storage. 5-star resort-style amenities.

Exceeding your expectations from this 34th floor Bradford Model. This 
premier 1,630sq ft 2 bed 2 bath is a decorator model that has a 33-foot 
covered balcony with a thoughtful design that connects every room to the 
terrace with a split bedroom floor plan marble floors throughout. 5-Star 
resort style amenities Dramatic views from every room of the ocean, 

intracoastal, river, and city skyline.

BRADFORD SOUTH
2 BEDROOM + 2 BATH

Highly Desirable Directly on the River! Expanded balcony with 
Marble and wood Floors throughout.

   BRADFORD SOUTH
2 BEDROOM + 2 BATH

JUST SOLD!



F R O M  T H E  B O A R D

BY RICHARD RODRIGUEZ
Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale Chair

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
THE TRADITIONS THAT ARE A PART OF OUR HERITAGE

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
JA

SO
N

 L
EI

D
Y

Cruising through the city this time 
of year allows you to enjoy the 
spectacular decorations on houses, 

condo buildings and businesses. We put 
our best face forward to tell the public 
we are celebrating holidays and love our 
traditions — the “transmission of customs 
or beliefs from generation to another 
generation.” We form those as individuals, 
families, businesses and groups to share in 
the season. Holidays are the opportunity 
to set aside time for the festivities that 
accompany each holiday. It is the chance 
to create a tradition or carry an old one 
forward. It is a time to teach others and 
invite them to celebrate with us. 

Th ere are many things happening in the 
City, but this is the month of celebrations 
and holiday get-togethers that are 
treasured by us all. Fort Lauderdale hosts 
Light Up ceremonies all over the City for 
a variety of faiths and the beauty of it is 
that we share in each of those ceremonies. 
When walking around the City, people are 
cordial and more pleasant than any other 
time. We welcome visitors, tourists and 
family from afar to enjoy our beautiful 
weather, South Florida traditions and the 
joy of the season. We include Christmas, 
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and don’t forget 
Festivus rounded out by New Year’s! 
Sometimes we struggle with how to greet 
the season ... but joyful is likely the best 
and most descriptive.

Traditions are a part of our heritage 
and lighting up Riverwalk is one we love. 
Hosting the fi rst Light Up ceremony for 
the City of Fort Lauderdale has been our 
honor and this year is no exception. 

No matter your faith, the holidays 
revolve around family, friends and time 
spent enjoying each other’s company. It is 
a time to be grateful.

It is our greatest wish at Riverwalk that 
your holidays are merry, bright and full of 
adventure and love.  
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WATERTAXI

Scan to purchase tickets WaterTaxi.com • 954-467-6677

If you think the waterfront mansions on “Millionaire’s Row” are impressive, just 
wait till you see them decked out for the holidays! You’ll have a front-row seat 
for a spectacular seasonal show of lights and decorations when you book our 
famous Holiday Lights Cruise, featuring live music and a host of holiday cocktails 
sure to make your spirits bright.

*Times subject to change

A LIGHT-SEE I N G  C R U I S E LIKE NO OTHE R !

Holiday Lights
CRUISES

HOLIDAY LIGHTS CRUISES RUN DECEMBER 1 - 31
LIMITED QUANTITY OF TICKETS AVAILABLE!

RESERVE YOUR TICKETS TODAY BEFORE THEY SELL OUT.
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A L O N G  T H E  W A L K
BY GENIA DUNCAN ELLIS

President/CEO 
Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale
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As we reach the end of 2023, many things stand out 
as milestones for the year. As the Year of the Rabbit, 
culture says this is the year of longevity, peace and 

prosperity – it is the year of hope. 
 We know that it has been a year fraught with strange 

things like the Chinese spy balloon to fi nding the oldest 
black hole in the universe using two space telescopes. 
It is a pre-election year and with it comes all campaign 
shenanigans, promises and constant campaigning. We 
believe it to be a year of transition … a time of great 
change.

In our local community, we know of many milestones 
and one is the completion of Tunnel Top Park off Las 
Olas, the commencement of Huizenga Park, the changes 
in local government and an overall growth in our 
population in Fort Lauderdale. We are seeing a much 
larger number of affordable housing opportunities. 
We have observed some iconic events grow and morph 
and be nationally recognized. Our local firefighters 
led by Aaron Caja competed at the national level by 
representing Fort Lauderdale and Riverwalk at the 
International Chili Cookoff. We have observed the 
opening of a tremendous number of new businesses and 

restaurants, the completion and opening of parks, the 
planning of a new City Hall, the appointment of a new 
police chief and parks director, among some of the many 
new changes in process. 

We have plans in place and fast-tracked for infrastructure 
improvements and continue to observe construction of the 
new police department. We welcomed the International 
Swimming Hall of Fame pools and dive towers and the 
opportunity to bring back the major events associated with 
these unique facilities. We continue to work at Lockhart 
Stadium to fulfi ll the community need for a park and 
community center. We are hard at work on improving 
our water treatment centers and continue to seek unique 
methods to achieve our goals. We are proactive in putting 
our city in the best light possible.

As we end 2023, take a minute to be thankful for all the 
things we have and the opportunities ahead. Take a walk 
on Riverwalk, enjoy the holiday lights and decorations, 
enjoy the banners and most of all, take the time to go 
slowly enough to enjoy a little of life. Enjoy your holiday 
season and we look forward to a prosperous New Year. On 
behalf of the Riverwalk staff , we wish you a very happy 
holiday season.  

A YEAR OF MILESTONES 
FORT LAUDERDALE WELCOMES A MULTITUDE OF CHANGES

A ribbon 
cutting for 

the renovated 
International 

Swimming Hall 
of Fame was 

held in January.
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The City of Fort Lauderdale Parks and Recreation Department  and 
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration Committee, Inc. present

KING HOLIDAY
2024

Celebration
CONTINUING THE DREAM

Join us as we honor the memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at this annual march 
for non-violence. For complete details, visit kingholidaycelebration.com.

MONDAY, JANUARY 15  •  FORT LAUDERDALE
PARADE BEGINS AT 9:30 AM
Departs from Sistrunk Blvd. & NW 5th Ave.

Ends at Carter Park

MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL
Begins immediately following parade until 3 PM

Carter Park, 1450 W. Sunrise Blvd.



R I V E R W A L K  M E M B E R S H I P

TRUSTEE PARTNER 

LISA DUKE
CFO, WALTER DUKE + PARTNERS

 I am a Fort Lauderdale resident and business owner and a 
native of Florida. My husband and I are the sole partners of 
Walter Duke + Partners. I oversee the daily business affairs 

of the legacy commercial real estate valuation advisory firm based in Fort 
Lauderdale, which was founded in 1975.

I serve on the board of the Heart Gallery of Broward. The organization has 
placed more than 700 hard-to-place kids in their forever homes. I also serve on 
the executive board of Winterfest, the world's largest boat parade and am the 
reigning Belle of the Ball of Winterfest. Additionally, I am a board member of 
Riverwalk and a member of the Circle of Wise Woman in support of Junior 
Achievement of South Florida.

Along with my husband Walter, the former mayor of Dania Beach, we were 
honored as a couple of Style and Substance by the Symphony of Americas and 
were named a Power Couple by Gold Coast Magazine Fort Lauderdale. In 
2017, I was honored by the South Florida Business Journal as an Inf luential 
Businesswoman. I also participated in a South Florida Business Journal CFO 
Roundtable and freely give my time and advice to aspiring business women.

My husband and I live in the Rio Vista neighborhood. We have three grown 
children and are expecting our first grandchild. We also have a partially blind 
and deaf rescue dog named Kaze. I joined Riverwalk to have a positive impact 
on my community.

TRUSTEE PARTNER 

ALISON AVAYU
REALTOR, LAMACCHIA REALTY

 With a background in luxury condominium interior 
design, being in the real estate industry had always been 
on my radar. It wasn't until I got inspired by a friend in 

the industry last year that I finally jumped in, head first! As an east Fort 
Lauderdale resident for over a decade who has watched the city grow, I am 
thrilled to share my love for this area with others and to help them claim their 
own little slice of paradise!

Prior to diving into real estate, I spent 10-plus years in management 
positions in the hospitality industry. Needless to say, I love working with 
people! I have always been a multi-passionate person who has hands on 
different types of projects/businesses. My journey into motherhood more than 
six years ago ignited my lifelong passion for wellness, so I also became an avid 
health and wealth coach. I love being able to help others THRIVE in all areas 
of their life, especially new moms. 

Regardless of the business or role I have ever worked in, I am driven by a 
passion for listening to and connecting with others to help them accomplish 
their goals.

Spending time along the Riverwalk is one of my family’s favorite pastimes 
and I am eager to be a part of the expansion and growth of this area of our 
community. I look forward to connecting more with those involved in the 
heart of our community.

of the legacy commercial real estate valuation advisory firm based in Fort 

the industry last year that I finally jumped in, head first! As an east Fort 

CORPORATE 

Stephanie Toothaker
Toothaker.org

TRUSTEE

Phil Purcell, Lori Wheeler, Patience Cohn
Marine Industries Association 
of South Florida

Roger Craft
Historic Downtowner

Natalie Hirschberg

Renee Johnson
JP Morgan Private Bank

Kenneth Ortner
Kenneth A. Ortner P.A.

John Ropes
Ropes & Associates Inc.

Ana Sosa
United Way of Broward County

Richard Viveen
Historic Downtowner Saloon

DOUBLE BRICK

George and Dianne Fitzmaurice

INDIVIDUAL

Christopher W. Brown

Charles Danjaut

Candice Ericks

Alice Harry

Steven Samuels

Beth Shaw

WELCOME

Members of Riverwalk Fort 
Lauderdale express their support 
and join us in our mission of 
building a vibrant community. 
Riverwalk supports Downtown’s 
diverse, mixed-use community 
of arts and entertainment 
establishments along with business, 
residential, judicial, educational, 
and marine interests. 
TO JOIN, VISIT 
WWW.GORIVERWALK.COM/MEMBERSHIP

NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS
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BROWARD CENTER

From Tony Award-winning legends to rising talents, this series is a celebration filled with mesmerizing voices, 
captivating storytelling, and show-stopping numbers that are sure to dazzle.

DECEMBER 19, 2023DECEMBER 19, 2023

SUTTON 
FOSTER

Christmas Time Is Here

TICKETS at ParkerPlayhouse.com • Ticketmaster.com
Broward Center’s AutoNation Box Office I 954.462.0222 • Group Sales 954.660.6307

APRIL 6, 2024

FEBRUARY 17, 2024

Performances at the Broward Center and The Parker are supported by the Broward Performing Arts Foundation.

FEBRUARY 17, 2024FEBRUARY 17, 2024FEBRUARY 17DECEMBER 19, 2023

APRIL 6, 2024

FEBRUARY 17

The Parker | Wells Hall

MARCH 24, 2024

JESSICA 
VOSK

with 
John McDaniel

JANUARY 21, 2024

MANDY 
GONZALEZ 
& JAVIER 
MUÑOZ:
Top of the World

JEREMY
JORDAN

BrowardCenter.org/Classes
954.468.2689

registrar@browardcenter.org

SING! DANCE! ACT! LEARN! PERFORM!

WINTER/SPRING CLASSES BEGIN JANUARY 29, 2024
Our award-winning classes for KIDS, TEENS and ADULTS are designed 

to encourage artistic expression and teach new skills in a fun environment. 

6805-6796_BCPA-BroadwayConcertSeries-Winter-Classes-2024-Combo-Ad-7.75x10.5.indd   1 11/16/23   5:36 PM



R I V E R W A L K  E X C L U S I V E S

RIVERWALK FALL FESTIVAL
Riverwalk Fall Festival, which off ered an aft ernoon delight of family fun activities including pumpkin painting and 

pumpkin bowling, took place on Oct. 21. Th ank you to our amazing sponsors: Original Fat Cats for Oktoberfest treats in 
the Beer Garden, Manor Lanes for Pumpkin Bowling, City Furniture for Pink Pumpkin Baskets, Water Taxi, Christopher 
N. Couzens PA at Douglas Elliman, Morningstar Storage at Fat Village, and S.MARK Graphics.
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Ben, Gamalys and Isla Boies 
and Lacey Brisson

Fall Festival sponsor Laura Janicki for Morningstar Storage.

The Volpetti family

1 8      D E C E M B E R   2 0 2 3   •   G O R I V E R W A L K . C O M



R I V E R W A L K  E X C L U S I V E S

FLORIDA DAY OF THE DEAD FESTIVAL & STROLL
On Nov. 4, Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale hosted the 14th Annual Florida Day of the Dead Festival and processional. 

Th e event showcased folklorico traditional dancing, sugar skull painting and authentic Mexican food. Faces were 
painted and attendees dress to join the celebration. Th anks go to City of Fort Lauderdale, Th e Puppet Network, 
AT&T, Casa Lumbra Spirits, Best Rental Services, Fort Lauderdale Water Taxi, Two Men and A Truck and Museum 
of Discovery and Science for joining in to make the event a nationally recognized happening.

Sponsor AT&T

Community Vodka by Casa Lumbre Spirits

Pinky’s Tacos
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R I V E R W A L K  E X C L U S I V E S

LIGHT UP LAUDERDALE
Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale, in partnership with the City of Fort Lauderdale, kicked off  the holiday season with the 

fi rst lighting in the City – Get Lit, an honor which is greatly appreciated. Riverwalk lights were decorated and turned 
on to celebrate. Th anks go to Fort Lauderdale Symphonic Winds, a special toast courtesy of Primo’s Liquor and a guest 
appearance from Santa! 
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Richard Rodriguez and Joe Cox Front row: Grecia Florenze, Bev Hoppe and Zoe Cassell; 
back row: Sue Ellyn Long, Carly Sax, Joanne Nagel and Jennifer Bortone

Brenda Ramirez and Debbie Bylica escort SantaSam Karia from Primo Liquors Fort Lauderdale Symphonic Winds

Angela Valderrama and Alana and Miguel Uribe New Fort Lauderdale Police Chief Major William 
Schultz and Genia Duncan Ellis
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R I V E R W A L K  E X C L U S I V E S

Amanda Hernandez with event sponsor Owl Brews

Shaina Lindon with Small Dog 
Peanut Butter Eating Contest 

winner Cosmo

Katelyn Martin with DarioContender in the peanut butter licking contest

Sponsor Tito’s Vodka 
ambassadors Mackenzie 

Warren and Cristal Huertas

Loki and owner Diane Israel

Fort Lauderdale Police Officer 
John Shefferman with Ace

Alicia Polacek and Shelly Allen with 
sponsor Pet Junction Magazine

Dazmia Wilson, Crystal Leslie, Dr. Stephanie Jones, Marilyn 
Peralta and Sir Barrington Maximus with Pets Help the Heart

17TH ANNUAL MUTTS AND MARTINIS™
Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale hosted the 17th Annual Mutts and Martinis™ on Nov. 11 in Esplanade Park. What a 

great aft ernoon celebrating the love and devotion of our furry friends in the park. Endless tail wags to our amazing 
sponsors: Tito’s Handmade Vodka, Christopher N. Couzens PA at Douglas Elliman, Morningstar Storage at Fat 
Village, Water Taxi, Pet Junction Magazine, Riverland Apartments, and S.MARK Graphics.
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In the heart of Fort Lauderdale, two exceptional 
philanthropists, Sylvia Aldridge and Dana A. Dorsey, 
have left  a remarkable impact on the community; their 

legacy echoes through the city's health, educational and 
cultural fabric. Th eir profound dedication to uplift ing 
the lives of Fort Lauderdale's residents has changed the 
city's trajectory, creating a culture of empowerment and 
opportunity for all. Th eir commitment to philanthropy has 
set an example for generations to come.

Sylvia Aldridge, a visionary community leader and 
pioneer of Fort Lauderdale, began her remarkable journey 
in the city as a maid. Recognizing the lack of employment 
agencies catering to the needs of the Black community, 
she took the bold step of establishing Sylvia's Employment 
Agency. It became the fi rst and, for a considerable period, 
the sole employment agency specifi cally serving the Black 
population in Fort Lauderdale. Sylvia was not content with 
merely providing job opportunities; she extended her eff orts 
to address the transportation challenges faced by her clients. 
Th is led to the creation of Sylvia's Victories Cabs, a service 
that catered to the transportation needs of those she assisted.

Sylvia's compassion knew no bounds, as she continually 
extended her support wherever needed. When faced 
with the injustice of local hospitals refusing to admit 
African American patients, she fearlessly took charge of 
spearheading fundraising initiatives for what later became 
Provident Hospital. Th is 15-bed facility was located on 
Northwest Sixth Street, situated in what is now referred 
to as the Sistrunk Corridor. Despite living in a world that 
wasn't designed for her, Sylvia’s accomplishments testify to 
her unwavering dedication and commitment to providing 
equal opportunities for Fort Lauderdale's Black community.

Complementing Aldridge's trailblazing eff orts, Dana 
A. Dorsey was an instrumental fi gure in Miami and Fort 
Lauderdale, leaving behind a philanthropic legacy that 
aimed to enrich and secure the long-term prosperity of 
Fort Lauderdale. Dorsey, a prominent African American 
entrepreneur and benefactor, held the distinction of being 
South Florida's First Black millionaire. His infl uence 
extended beyond his fi nancial success, as he assumed roles 
as a civic leader and philanthropist.

Dorsey's achievements were not solely personal; he 
recognized the signifi cance of fostering an inclusive 
society, emphasizing the importance of supporting cultural 
diversity. Using his wealth and status as a prominent 
businessman and property owner, he made substantial 
contributions to the community, demonstrating a profound 

commitment to its well-being. Notably, 
his contributions included donations 
to the Dade County Public Schools, as 
well as his instrumental involvement in 
the establishment of Miami's fi rst Black 
bank and a Black-owned hotel.

Dorsey was a prominent landowner 
during the early years of Fort Lauderdale 
and Miami, with a notable investment 
in the development of the region. He 
commissioned Francis Abreu with the 
construction of a signifi cant commercial 
building situated in downtown Black Fort 
Lauderdale’s Northwest Fift h Avenue. Th e 
name “Dorsey Riverbend” pays homage to 
the enterprising spirit of this infl uential Black entrepreneur and 
philanthropist. Dorsey's achievements and impact will forever 
serve as a reminder of just how far Fort Lauderdale has come.

Together, Aldridge and Dorsey's philanthropic eff orts 
transcended traditional boundaries, touching the lives of 
individuals from all walks of life. Th eir shared vision of 
a more equitable and culturally vibrant Fort Lauderdale 
inspires a new generation of philanthropists and community 
leaders. Th eir charitable contributions have enriched the 
lives of Fort Lauderdale's residents and fostered a sense of 
unity and resilience within the communities around South 
Florida. As the city continues to evolve, the spirit of Sylvia 
Aldridge and Dana A. Dorsey remains ingrained in the 
collective consciousness of Fort Lauderdale.

In honoring their enduring legacy, Fort Lauderdale 
celebrates their remarkable contributions and embraces 
the values of compassion, education and cultural 
enrichment that continue to defi ne the city's heart. As their 
philanthropic endeavors continue to bear fruit, the city 
of Fort Lauderdale stands as a testament to their legacy 
and unwavering commitment to building a brighter, more 
inclusive future for all.  

ILLUMINATING FORT LAUDERDALE'S FUTURE  
THE PHILANTHROPIC LEGACY OF SYLVIA ALDRIDGE AND DANA A. DORSEY
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F R OM T HE  C I T Y

BY VICE MAYOR AND DISTRICT 3 COMMISSIONER PAM BEASLEY-PITTMAN
 City of Fort Lauderdale

Dana A. Dorsey

Sylvia Alridge

Dana A. 
Dorsey’s 
building
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954.616.MOVE

Each franchise is independently owned and operated. | U.S. DOT No. 1336508

CAN GET YOU THERE.
®



BY JENNI MOREJON
 President and CEO, Fort Lauderdale Downtown Development Authority

DO W N T O W N DE V EL OP MEN T  A U T HOR I T Y

T he upcoming $15 million transformation of Huizenga 
Park is an example of a new approach for creating 
world-class public spaces in Fort Lauderdale. With an 

anticipated groundbreaking early next year, the DDA is 
excited for how Huizenga Park Reimagined is inspiring our 
community to reinvest in our signature spaces.

Th is project has been years in the making, beginning 
in 2019 when the DDA hosted national experts from the 
Urban Land Institute to give us guidance on reinvesting 
in the public realm. We then studied the most successful 
downtown public spaces across the country. Park leaders 
from Dallas to Detroit, Tampa to Sarasota, Houston to 
Minneapolis and beyond shared best practices on what it 
takes to create and run a highly activated downtown park.

Inspired by the success of legendary parks throughout the 
country, we decided to create a public-private-philanthropic 
partnership (P4). Under this approach, one-third of the 
funding would come from the public sector, one-third from 
the private sector, and one-third from philanthropic donors.

A key ingredient for the success of this P4 is the Huizenga 
Park Foundation. Th is nonprofi t was formed to raise the 
philanthropic dollars needed to reimagine Huizenga Park. 
Following the footsteps of beloved public spaces from 
across the country, the Foundation will transition into the 
organization that will operate, maintain and program the park 
to ensure it is forever managed as a world-class destination. 

Th e DDA and Huizenga Park Foundation are building 
Downtown Fort Lauderdale’s signature gathering space in 
honor of the entrepreneurs and community leaders who 
paved the way for our city’s success. Both Wayne and Marti 
Huizenga were dreamers and doers who inspired leaders 
across multiple generations to give back. 

“We’re so proud that this project has inspired established 
community leaders and a new generation of philanthropists 
to invest in this special park,” said Huizenga Park 
Foundation Chairman Steve Hudson.

Th e new park design features a series of outdoor rooms that 
will transform the site into our city’s outdoor living room, 
dining room and backyard – all in one. We’re thankful for the 
leaders who have committed to a legacy naming opportunity 
in the park and believe in the importance of creating a world-
class space for generations of Fort Lauderdale residents. 

•  Th e Huizenga Family
•  Hudson Family Fund at the Community Foundation of 

Broward
•  Towriss Family
•  AutoNation
•  Moss Family
•  Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital 
•  Community Foundation of Broward
•  Motwani Family
•  Rita and Rick Case Automotive Group
•  Phillip and Beth Rielly Family
•  Olya, Nikita and Jim Ellis

Each of these dedicated outdoor rooms will provide 
unique ways to experience Huizenga Park every day of the 
week, all year long. Whether you are relaxing underneath the 
cityscape, hanging out with friends, grabbing a quick bite to 
eat, enjoying a movie under the stars, taking your dog out 
to play or spending time with family along the river’s edge, 
there will be something for everyone to enjoy. 

Th e DDA is excited for how Huizenga Park Reimagined is 
inspiring our community to give back. It’s so rewarding to 
see established Fort Lauderdale community builders and new 
philanthropists reinvest in Huizenga Park in a meaningful 
way. As this project becomes a reality, it’s our hope that this 
P4 approach becomes a model for future investments into 
Downtown Fort Lauderdale’s public realm. 

For more information about the transformation of 
Huizenga Park and ways you can support this project, please 
visit www.huizengapark.org.  

HUIZENGA PARK REIMAGINED  
A NEW MODEL FOR PUBLIC SPACE TRANSFORMATIONS
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INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

Call (954) 245-0727, visit 
AllegroFortLauderdale.com, 
or scan the QR code.  

Live Beautifully at Allegro Fort Lauderdale

Save $3,000 for a limited time! Contact us to learn more!

Assisted Living Facility
License Pending1290 N. FEDERAL HIGHWAY, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33304

Enjoy waterfront luxury and a vibrant 
lifestyle at Fort Lauderdale’s premier senior 

living community. Schedule a tour today!

Luxury Meets Lifestyle
NOW OPEN!
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T R A N S P O R TAT I O N
BY KAREN WARFEL
City of Fort Lauderdale

Transportation Planning Division Manager

MOVING ALONG  
ADVOCATING FOR TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS

A s we close out one year and look to start the new, 
transportation staff  are already starting to plan for our 
next budget cycle. Developing a plan for transportation 

projects in the City to implement the Fast Forward Fort 
Lauderdale 2045 vision is a very multifaceted process that 
looks well beyond just the City budget.

Funding is also pursued through state, federal, county and 
private grant funding which all have their own rules and 
restrictions. Th e leading contributing factors to the need to 
explore multiple funding sources are roadway jurisdictions 
and the high cost of roadway projects. Many are unaware 
that all of the main roads in our city are not under the 
jurisdiction of the City, but instead owned by either the state 
or county. 

Th e Transportation and Mobility Department works 
closely with our county and state partners to advocate 
for projects that align with the city’s Fast Forward Fort 
Lauderdale 2045 Plan to be included in their budgets and 
that existing projects in their plans incorporate elements 
that improve safety and mobility for all users within our city. 
Th ese partnerships have greatly widened the possibility of 
moving toward our vision together. 

One of the most recent processes was participation in 
the Florida Department of Transportation budget process, 
which follows a similar process to the city budget where a 
draft  budget is presented, comments are received and then 
a fi nal budget is approved for their budget year which starts 
on July 1. 

Th eir budget is structured the same as the City’s CIP, 
programming out fi ve years, with the new fi ft h year added 
each year. Th is year, there are 43 projects programmed 

within the City of Fort Lauderdale in the next fi ve years, 
which include types of projects such as resurfacing, bridge 
rehab, interchange redesigns, street lighting improvements, 
signal technology upgrades and intersection improvements. 

Each of these projects are reviewed by city transportation 
staff  who advocate for the best interest of the city from 
the very beginning during scope development all the way 
through construction. Although these projects are not city-
run projects, they provide incredible opportunities for multi-
modal improvements within the City. Th e City could not 
have made the incredible accomplishments of installation of 
more than 47 miles of bike lanes since the Fast Forward Fort 
Lauderdale 2045 Vision was created without the state and 
county partnerships.

Examples of some recent success stories of community 
requests incorporated into projects within the FDOT budget 
include:
•  Design of two new signals on SRA1A, at Northeast 27th 

Street to improve vehicle and pedestrian safety and 
Northeast 14th Court to add a pedestrian crosswalk are 
both in design this year;

•   Installation of a new traffi  c signal at Imperial Point 
Hospital entrance completed this year at a location where 
there had been signifi cant safety concerns;

•  Shady Banks and Tarpon River Mobility Master Plan 
grant funded improvements programmed for design 
this fi scal year to implement priorities from their 
plans through the Broward Metropolitan Planning 
Organization CSLIP Grant program;

•  Northwest 19th Street median island project 
programmed for installation to help improve safety 
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The intersection at the Imperial Point Hospital entrance got a new traffic signal this year.
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For more than a year, Broward County and the City of 
Fort Lauderdale have been collecting data as a part of 
the sixth Arts and Economic Prosperity Study (AEP6), 

an eff ort of the national arts advocacy organization, 
Americans for the Arts. Th e goal of this eff ort is to 
quantify the economic impact of the nonprofi t arts and 
culture industry, both locally and nationally.

Unlike many other industries, the nonprofi t arts and 
culture sector stimulates large amounts of event-related 
spending by audiences. More than 3,000 audience-
intercept surveys collected by Broward County and the 
City of Fort Lauderdale attest to this fact. Th ese surveys 
reveal the spending habits of our local event attendees, 
how dollars are spent in conjunction with events and 
the economic activity generated. Th e fi nancial data of 
more than 100 Broward-based arts and culture nonprofi t 
organizations was also compiled. Th e results of our eff orts 
provide valuable insights locally and also contribute to the 
study’s conclusions on the national-level.

In FY22, Broward County arts and culture nonprofi t 
organizations spent $138,773,054, which leveraged 
an additional $247,830,621 spending by audiences, 
generating a total of $386,603,675 in economic activity. 
Th ese numbers are impressive by themselves and are a 
testament to the strength of our arts and culture sector. 
When you dig a little deeper into some of the study’s 

audience data, you see that in FY22 nearly six-million 
people attended arts and culture events and spent an 
average of $41.74 per person, per event. Th is spend is 
on top of the price of a ticket, on items such as parking, 
dinner and lodging. 

AEP6 study results also demonstrate the importance 
of the arts in our community, with more than 80 percent 
of survey respondents indicating that they view cultural 
venues as “important pillars” that “instill a sense of 
pride” in their neighborhoods and communities. 

Most people understand the important role of 
artists and arts and culture organizations in our 
communities. Participating in studies like AEP6 help 
us to advocate for continued and increasing support 
of arts and cultural opportunities. Th ere is no doubt 
that the state of our arts is strong and although there 
is still much work to be done, we can be proud of our 
accomplishments and celebrate the fact our community 
values arts and culture.

For the full AEP6 report for Broward County, visit 
Broward.org/Arts.

To see the arts in action in our community, be sure 
to visit our annual IGNITE Broward festival in Fort 
Lauderdale and Dania Beach from January 24-28, 2024. 
Get all the details at IGNITEBroward.com. 

Wishing you all the best for the holiday season.  

C U LT U R A L LY  S P E A K I N G
BY PHILLIP DUNLAP 

Director, 
Broward Cultural Division

BROWARD COUNTY'S THRIVING NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE 
ARTS BOLSTERS LOCAL ECONOMY WITH $386 MILLION IMPACT
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Phil Dunlap unveiled the Arts and Economic Prosperity results at the Cultural Division’s inaugural 
State of the Arts Address. The graphic shows national nonprofit arts economic impact.
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GRAND CENTRAL STATIONERY  
UNIQUE GREETING CARDS, STATIONERY, INVITATIONS AND MORE

BY MADELAINE K. BOYER

Independent shops like Grand Central Stationery keep 
the tradition alive of fi nding gift s and cards with that 
personal touch. 
Located in the heart of Fort Lauderdale, Grand Central 

Stationery has called Las Olas Boulevard home for more than 30 
years. Its true potential wasn’t fully realized until owner Rodney 
Andreychuk made the store his own in 2011. 

“I always used to get party invitations, Christmas cards 
and all that from Grand Central Stationery,” Andreychuk 
said. “Th en at some point, I noticed the previous owner 
was struggling to keep up with business. Eventually, I 
approached her and said, ‘Are you interested in selling?’ to 
which she said, ‘Yes. Please take it off  my hands.’ So, that's 
what I did and in fact the previous owner, Barbara, stayed 
on with me for four years,” said Andreychuk.

With that, Andreychuk has made Grand Central Stationery 
what it is today by off ering a curated selection of fi ne greeting 
cards that he has hand selected from around the world. 

“Our customers are very well-traveled. So, I just try to 
fi nd the best and most unique items that I can possibly fi nd, 
get those in the shop and make these items more accessible 
for my customers,” he said. In particular, one of their more 
curious but hilarious note card off erings are their Dempsey 
& Carroll “Regrets His Behavior At” note cards for that guest 
who may have made a few social faux pas at a recent party.

Aside from greeting and note cards, they also off er a 
selection of unique gift s and other items such as desk 
accessories, pens, boxed stationery sets and cocktail 

napkins, as well as calligraphy classes which are off ered 
four times a year. 

Where they truly shine is their bespoke wedding 
and party invitations that can made with any level of 
customization and budget in mind. “We have multiple 
books with a huge selection of options for customers to 
pick from including everything from the quality of paper 
used to the diff erent fonts and ink colors,” said Stacy Scott, 
manager at Grand Central Stationery. 

“Th at’s why we invite customers to sit down with us, feel 
the paper, see how everything looks in person and with 
Rod’s extensive knowledge, we can really bring any vision 
to life, no matter how simple or grand.”

For Andreychuk, though, as much as he loves helping 
his customers design their dream invitations and pick 
out personalized stationery, the most rewarding part of 
running his business are the customers themselves. 

“We have the nicest people coming in and it’s so 
enjoyable to just have a conversation with them, hear about 
their weddings, baby showers and everything going on 
in their lives. It feels so special to be a part of the biggest 
moments in their lives so getting to know them better is my 

favorite part of 
what I do,” he 
said.     

GRAND CENTRAL STATIONERY
Managing Partner: Rodney Andreychuk
Number of employees: 2 to 10
Address: 1227 E. Las Olas Blvd., Fort Lauderdale 
Phone: (954) 467-2998
Website: www.grandcentralstationery.net
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While on a recent trip in Europe (it was my fi rst 
time) I was captivated by infrastructure and 
history.

I heard fascinating stories dating back to the Roman 
Empire and heard perspectives of enduring confl icts. 
For thousands of years Europeans in several cities I 
visited have withstood sieges and fl oods, disease and 
famine. 

Two areas stood out — Passau, Germany and 
Budapest, Hungary. Passau is a city in Lower Bavaria 
on the Danube River. Th e river rises in the Black Forest 
mountains of Western Germany and fl ows some 1,770 
miles to the mouth of the Black Sea. In Passau, the 
Danube meets with two other rivers — the Inn from the 
south and the Ilz from the north.

As we arrived by water, I sensed this city has dealt 
with fl oods. Concrete walls rose as a barrier to a cresting 
river. Th ink of our New River and walls on either side 
to 20 feet or more. Even with these barriers, the Danube 

can and does shut the city down.
As recently as 2013, the river rose to a level of 42 feet 

which left  most of the city under water. In 1954, the river 
crested just under that. 

Th is fl ood left  50,000 without water and electricity. 
Several thousand residents were forced from their 
homes. Th roughout the lower portion of the city you 
could see water lines on buildings. In fact, there are line 
markers displayed on city hall, indicating high water 
marks over the years.

Few cities went unscathed by the 2013 fl ood. Budapest 
was also hit hard. It has fl ood fences that reach 30.5 feet. 
Th e river was expected to peak at 29.4 feet. Forceful 
currents broke dams adding to devastation. Th ankfully, 
those river defenses protected the city. Th ere were other, 
more horrifi c disasters in this capital city currently with 
a metro population of 3.3 million.

Hungarians arrived in the late 9th century but the 
area was pillaged by Mongols in 1241. Th ere were to 
be eight sieges; the most recent in 1946. As I toured 
both the Buda and the Pest sides, I was awestruck by 
the current state of the city and tried to imagine the 
devastation of the sieges.

Th e beautiful bridges of Budapest were bombed along 
with many strategic buildings of signifi cance during 
World War II. Multiple fi xed bridges connect the region. 
I stayed close to the Szechenyi Chain Bridge, the fi rst 
permanent bridge across the Danube which opened 
in 1849. It has beautiful stone carved lions at each of 
the abutments which were saved aft er German troops 
bombed the bridge in 1946.

While bridges span the Danube, light rail was 
abundantly available for hop-on, hop-off  connectivity. I 
loved how seamless it was with times easily displayed for 
each arrival. 

Rail systems were evident throughout my journey 
easing the carbon footprint. Clearly a massive 
investment has been made. I was reminded of Brightline 
as I rode the high-speed train from Rome to Florence, 
Italy. Th e Direttissima rail line reaches speeds of up to 
155 mph.

Th e cities I visited have had time to build and rebuild. 
We can learn from their experiences, but we appear to 
be on the right track.    

The Szechenyi Chain Bridge in Budapest

BY DAN LINDBLADE 
President/CEO,

Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce

A HISTORY LESSON  
A LOOK AT A FEW EUROPEAN CITIES’ INFRASTRUCTURES

L O C A L  E C O N O M I C S

PH
O

TO
 P

RO
VI

D
ED

 B
Y 

D
A

N
 L

IN
D

BL
A

D
E

3 2      D E C E M B E R   2 0 2 3   •   G O R I V E R W A L K . C O M



Welcome
culinary explorers

Craving one-of-a-kind dining experiences? Get ready to savor 
every moment in Greater Fort Lauderdale. From dockside 
dining with enchanting views and the lively cafés along Las Olas 
Boulevard to award-winning chefs serving up every cuisine 
imaginable, a world-class culinary scene awaits. 

Plan Your Adventure at 
VisitLauderdale.com



Fort Lauderdale has a rich history of philanthropy. It is 
part of the fabric of our community. 

Just like the diversity found in our city’s population, 
philanthropic acts in Fort Lauderdale come in many shapes 
and sizes. Sometimes generosity is refl ected in the name on 
a building. Sometimes it is the labor that goes into building 
a structure itself. Sometimes it is as simple as a hand lent to 
lift  and support another.

While monetary donations usually capture the headlines, 
our community enjoys immense support from givers in 
more discreet and hands-on ways. Th ese quiet acts, usually 
that receive little or no fanfare, are just as essential.

Quiet givers are like the board members of the Broward 
Workshop, Downtown Development Authority (DDA), 
Greater Fort Lauderdale Alliance, Marine Research Hub 
and host of other organizations who commit not only 

fi nancial support but 
their time and their 
business expertise 
to projects for the 
betterment of the 
areas’ economic 
development.  What 
people may not 
realize is many 
high-profi le 
individuals commit 
to initiatives without 
acknowledgment 
to assure a quality 
of life is available 
for everyone in the 
community.  

Bill Walker, CEO 
and president of 
Water Taxi of Fort 
Lauderdale LLC, is 
a well-recognized 
local who is active on 
many boards. He also 
co-chairs the Fort 
Lauderdale Chamber 
of Commerce’s 
Marine Advisory 
Council for the 
Chamber and leads 
fundraising eff orts 

for maritime education. But what many don’t know about 
is his donation of water taxis for education and outreach 
throughout the year. No fanfare, no media coverage, just 
quiet support for local causes.

Quiet giving extends to the business community at large, 
too. Local businesses like High Seas Yacht Service, Frank 
and Jimmie’s Propeller, Ward’s Marine Electric, Advanced 
Mechanical Enterprises, and Maritime Professional 
Training all regularly organize team building days 
with their staff . Th rough these eff orts, they donate their 
collective time and manpower to Habitat for Humanity. 
Numerous local families in need reap the benefi ts of these 
eff orts in the form of a solid roof over their heads and a 
fresh start. 

Some of the business teams putting forth this eff ort 
have even been known to move on to second and third 
construction projects once they complete their assigned 
building tasks. Lending extra support to less-experienced 
crews, while working long hours under the hot Florida sun, 
is a testament to the commitment of these people to our 
local community.

And, of course, it would be remiss not to note the 
charitable eff orts made at the individual level of everyday 
citizens across our city and county. 

Organizations like Save the Sea Turtles, 1,000 Mermaids 
Reef Project, Junior Achievement, and the Humane 
Society, to name just a few, could not exist without the 
countless volunteer hours donated by residents. 

Local support-focused events equally benefi t from 
the volunteers in our community, too. Fort Lauderdale 
Beach Sweep has resulted in thousands of beach lovers 
collecting more than 80,000 cigarette butts, thousands 
of plastic straws and several tons of trash. Without this 
army of volunteers, this would not be possible. You can 
lend your time every second Saturday of the month, too. 
Contact Barry Levy at blevy@levypension.com for more 
information.

MIASF’s own annual Waterway Cleanup and Plywood 
Regatta would not be possible, either. Both events rely 
on the commitment of countless individuals to organize, 
manage, and take part. Th is giving at the individual level is 
what keeps our community organizations going and makes 
these fundraising and support possible.

Fort Lauderdale is truly blessed with a community of 
givers. Some are high profi le. Most fl y under the radar. But 
no matter how they do it, together their eff orts are what 
makes Fort Lauderdale thrive.  
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BY PHIL PURCELL
CEO/President, Marine Industries Association of South Florida

Writer Liz Wegerer

M A R I N E  I N D U S T R I E S

QUIET GIVERS  
IT TAKES ALL KINDS OF HEROES

Volunteers from Marine Industries 
Association of South Florida help build 

a Habitat for Humanity house.

The Water Taxi team volunteers 
for waterway clean up.
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2024 HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS  
DEADLINE TO FILE FOR 2024 EXEMPTIONS IS MARCH 1, 2024

BY MARTY KIAR 
Property Appraiser

Broward County

All qualifi ed Florida residents are eligible to 
receive a Homestead Exemption on their homes, 
condominiums, co-op apartments and certain 

mobile home lots. To qualify for Homestead Exemption, 
you must own and make the property your permanent 
residence on Jan. 1 of the year for which you are 
applying for this valuable exemption. Pursuant to 
Florida law, all assessments and exemptions are based 
upon the status of the property on Jan. 1. If you acquired 
the property as your permanent residence in 2023 and 
have not applied for Homestead Exemption, you can 
apply for 2024 exemptions at any time – there is no need 
to wait until 2024 to fi le your exemption application. 
You can easily apply online at https://web.bcpa.net/
bcpaclient/#/HomesteadExemption. 

The timely deadline to fi le for all 2024 exemptions 
is March 1, 2024.

You must make the property your permanent 
residence by Jan. 1, 2024, in order to qualify; however, 
you have until March 1 to timely fi le your application 
with the property appraiser’s offi  ce. Th e late fi ling 
deadline for all 2024 exemptions is Sept. 18, 2024. For 

information about all the other exemptions available, 
please visit the “Exemptions & Classifi cations” page 
on our website https://web.bcpa.net/bcpaclient/#/
Homestead. 

Once approved, your Homestead Exemption 
automatically renews each year provided there is no 
change in the ownership or use of the property. If you 
have already applied and been approved for Homestead 
Exemption at your current property, you do not 
need to reapply for this exemption. You will receive a 
Homestead Exemption renewal card next month to keep 
for your records. 

BCPA Gives Back
In the spirit of giving, our offi  ce recently participated 

in a turkey giveaway and held a food drive to benefi t 
the Pantry of Broward County. Th e Pantry of Broward 
County is a “one-stop shop” for seniors (age 60+) 
struggling to live on low-fi xed incomes and to help 
grandparents raising their grandchildren. 

If you have any questions about Homestead 
Exemption or any other exemptions, please call (954) 
357-6830 or email me at martykiar@bcpa.net.  
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Saturday, January 6, 2024
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.  |  ESPLANADE PARK

To register go to: https://tinyurl.com/RWSCSF2024
For vendor and sponsorship information please contact events@goriverwalk.com

PRESENTED BY

SPONSORS

RAIN OR SHINERAIN OR SHINE



HELP FOR HAWAII
WITH THE ISLAND PARADISE OF MAUI IN NEED, 
FORT LAUDERDALE SHARES SUPPORT 

WRITER  JOANNA KENTOLALL

South Florida is no stranger to natural disasters and no 
stranger to helping those in need. Th at’s why when one 
of the worst fi res in U.S. history hit the Hawaiian Island 

of Maui, local fundraisers were organized, donations were 
made and a Fort Lauderdale fi refi ghter made his way across 
the Pacifi c to lend a hand.

Fort Lauderdale Fire Rescue Captain Kevin Galt was 
deployed in the days following the August fi res to assist in 
recovery eff orts through a coordinated disaster response.

“Teams come in and don’t know the terrain, get to work 
and will work till they drop. Local departments worked so 
well together to bring the most positive outcome among the 
devastation,“ he said.  

Th e wildfi res killed nearly 100 people and burned 
thousands of acres, destroying homes and businesses in West 
Maui. Hundreds of residents were displaced and many had 
to make harrowing escapes. Th e race to fi nd survivors began 
quickly as crews went digging through the ashes. Captain 
Galt worked to bring in heavy equipment that removed 
dangerous debris to make it safer for teams to enter. 

“It’s rewarding to help the men, women and canines get 
what they need to complete a diffi  cult mission and bring 
closure to families,” he said. “Bringing comfort to people in 
a time of tragedy.” 

With more than 25 years with Fort Lauderdale Fire 
Rescue and over 15 years as part of the FEMA Florida 
Task Force Urban Search and Rescue Team, Captain Galt 
has been deployed around the country. He said he was 

inspired by the residents on 
Maui, “In the face of incredible 
devastation I was impressed by 
the resilience of the locals from start to fi nish.”

And the resilience of the people is still being tested today 
as many residents continue to struggle emotionally, and 
now fi nancially, in the wake of a reduction in tourism. 

“Th e island is grieving together for all that’s been lost,“ 
said Aloha Jeep Rental owner Asha Hall. “Now we’re also 
feeling the economic impact from a lack of tourists.”   

Rentals have dropped signifi cantly, as Jeeps sit waiting for 
customers. A long-time resident of Maui, her business, like 
many other small local companies, is hurting without the 
infl ux of outside dollars. Th e eff orts from Fort Lauderdale 
and various agencies, along with donations to organizations 
like Maui Strong, are making a diff erence. But there’s 
another way to help if you can — plan a trip to Hawaii. 

Mindful travel is what is needed now. What does that 
mean? Here’s my advice as someone from Hawaii who 
visited family on Maui shortly aft er the fi res: Be respectful, 
particularly in the western areas where most of the 
devastation occurred. Show reverence for the people and 
for the land by bringing a generous spirit to the island as it 
continues to mourn and recover. 

Fort Lauderdale is blessed with a tropical lifestyle similar 
to Maui, and your visit there will let you deliver some love 
from the Sunshine State and also experience the Aloha 
Spirit when it’s needed more than ever.  
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Fort Lauderdale Fire Rescue 
Captain Kevin Galt



CALL TO ARTISTS WINNER JACK MCQUEEN
MCQUEEN USED HIS DELIVERY ROUTE AS INSPIRATION FOR NIGHT LIFE 

WRITER  MADELAINE K. BOYER

It's often said that there is an artist inside all of us. 
However, not everyone can take a chance to pursue 
their creative passions as a career or even as a hobby. 

That’s why Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale has given artists 
of all backgrounds the chance to showcase their skills 
and submit a piece for consideration at this year’s Call to 
Artists competition. Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale celebrated 
its 35th anniversary this year and to mark the occasion, 
invited artists to share their take on the Riverwalk in their 
submissions.

The 2023 Call to Artists competition saw 11 artists 
submit their interpretations of the Riverwalk in a variety 
of mediums. However, out of the many equally talented 
artists up for consideration, the judges panel chose Fort 
Lauderdale based UPS driver, Jack McQueen, as this year’s 
winner. Although McQueen is not an artist by trade, he 
found his passion for art back in high school where he also 
met his wife who is a fellow artist. 

“My wife, Crystal, and I are high school sweethearts 
and connected over our love of art. She actually turned 
her passion into a career and paints hyper realistic anime 
characters and scenes on purses, whereas I do art as more of 
a hobby now,” he said. 

For McQueen, who now only paints in his spare time, 
his interest was certainly piqued when he learned about the 
Call to Artists competition while out on his delivery route. 

“I'm a UPS driver so I deliver right there on the 
Riverwalk every day. That's how I met Genia (Duncan 
Ellis) because I deliver to her suite,” he said. “I initially 
asked her if they ever do art festivals that my wife could 
submit something to. 
That’s when she told 
me about the Call to 
Artists competition.” 

Upon learning about the 
competition, McQueen saw it 
as an opportunity to submit 
something of his own.

Inspired by his Las Olas 
delivery route and the 
numerous larger than life 
buildings he delivers to every 
day, McQueen painted his 
piece entitled Night Life. Yet, what truly secured his spot as 
this year’s winner was his focus on depicting the beauty of 
the Riverwalk at night. 

“People always submit something in the daytime, so I 
wanted to do something different and pick a nighttime 
scene. I also decided to include a section of buildings 
I deliver to as a sort of nod to my profession outside of 
painting,” he said. However, seeing as McQueen does have 
a full-time job, he sought out help from his wife to complete 
the time consuming painting by the deadline. 

“I could never have completed this in time without 
the help of my wife. It was such a large thing to tackle by 
myself, so this piece was really a joint effort,” he said. As for 
the possibility of submitting something next year, McQueen 
has already started planning for his next submission and 
hopes to see his wife submit her own piece as well. 

“I absolutely want to submit something again next 
year and my wife has already said she wants to submit 
something as well. We want to turn it into our own 
competition between the two of us and I can’t wait to see 
how we both do next year,” he said.  
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Several of this 
year’s Call to Artists 
submissions will 
be included in Go 
Riverwalk Magazine 
in 2024.
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JA CIRCLE OF WISE WOMEN
$5 MILLION RAISED SINCE ITS INCEPTION 

WRITER  MADELAINE K. BOYER
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Since its founding in 2009 at the home of Janet Davis, 
the Circle of Wise Women has become one of the 
most prominent supporters of Junior Achievement 

of South Florida. What began as 10 passionate women 
coming together to champion on the non-profit’s mission of 
empowering young people has since grown exponentially. 

Today, the Circle of Wise Women has 168 members and 
has raised more than $5 million for Junior Achievement 
of South Florida through fundraising events such the 
Rosé Soirée and JA World Uncorked as well as created the 
Lorraine Thomas Girls Scholarship Fund. 

Thanks to these fundraising events, Junior Achievement 
can continue to fund its 20 different educational programs 
and initiatives. With that, we take a deeper look into how the 
Circle of Wise Women directly supports children taking part 
in Junior Achievement programs. 

JA World Uncorked
As far as fundraising for Junior Achievement goes, JA 

World Uncorked is by far its largest fundraising event of the 
year. An average of 700 guests sample the best cuisine, spirits 
and wine South Florida has to offer while also enjoying live 

music, dancing, raffles, a silent auction and more. All of 
this takes place in Junior Achievement’s 60,000 square foot 
facility aptly named JA World. This year’s event that took 
place this past January raised $345,000, which according to 
their website, is the highest amount raised in the history of 
the event. Proceeds raised from JA World Uncorked goes 
toward supporting JA educational programs.

Rosé Soirée
The Rosé Soirée fundraiser celebrates the power of women 

coming together to support the growth and development of 
young people in the community. Guests are invited to mingle 
while enjoying cocktails and hors d'oeuvres and learn more 
about the Circle of Wise Women and all that these women 
do in support of the youth taking part in JA’s programs. The 
annual event also includes the Circle Pinning Ceremony for 
new members as well as the awarding of two well deserving 
female students with the Lorraine Thomas Girls Scholarship 
Fund. The 2023 Rosé Soirée raised $220,000 and these 
proceeds will go toward JA programs including JA Career 
Bound and JA Fellows programs as well as the Lorraine 
Thomas Girls Scholarship Fund. 

Lorraine Thomas Girls Scholarship Fund
Along with Junior Achievement’s two annual 

fundraising events started by the Circle of Wise Women, 
the group found a way to directly impact two deserving 
students every year by awarding them with the Lorraine 
Thomas Girls Scholarship. Named in honor of the late 
founding member Lorraine Thomas, the scholarship 
provides financial assistance for female high school 
seniors who complete JA high school programs such 
as Career Bound and JA Fellows. The scholarship is 
presented at the Rosé Soirée fundraiser and this year’s 
recipients were South Plantation High School student 
Alexandra Fernandez and Dillard High School student 
Taylor Simpson. With these scholarships, Alexandra plans 
to attend St. Thomas University to pursue a degree in 
criminal justice and Taylor will be attending University of 
Central Florida to study aerospace engineering. 

Sheila Valenti, Rhonda Liesenfelt and Christine Speedy

2024 JA WORLD UNCORKED
Saturday, Jan. 27 | 6:30 to 10:30 p.m.
JA World Huizenga Center | Lillian S. Wells Pavilion
1130 Cococut Creek Blvd., Coconut Creek
www.jasouthflorida.org/events/uncorked/
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WINTERFEST 
LEGACY VOLUNTEERS
VOLUNTEERS WHO HAVE BEEN INVOLVED THEIR WHOLE LIVES 

WRITER  MADELAINE K. BOYER

The Winterfest boat parade is without a doubt one of the most 
highly anticipated events of the year in Fort Lauderdale. A lot of 
the planning and organizing for the event itself begins months 

before Winterfest is even on people’s radars. However, what might 
come as a surprise to most parade goers is that the event has also 
become a family affair for many volunteers and organizers. In fact, 
two of Winterfest’s longtime volunteers have been involved with 
annual parade for a majority of their lives, Michael Keleher, 30 and 
Austen Read, 29. 

For these two, they have been volunteering with Winterfest since 
they were children which is more than understandable seeing as both 
their mothers, Kathy Keleher and Dawn Read Diehl, are also longtime 
organizers and event directors for Winterfest. 

“Both of our moms have been involved with Winterfest for us as long 
as I can remember. Michael and I always joke every year that we don't 
even want to count the hours that we're helping them,” said Read, who 
has been volunteering with Winterfest for 16 years.

In that time, he has done everything from setting up for vendors and 
coordinating other volunteers to administrative work such as filing, 
answering phones and managing ticket sales before going digital.

Today, he oversees parade viewing among many other tasks like 
setting up deliveries for tower lights and golf carts, meeting with 
vendors and lots of measuring. 

“I take a week off of work just to help out for the week between the 
ball and the parade. You could basically say I work as my mom’s event 
assistant and do whatever she needs me to,” he said.

As for Keleher, he is truly a legacy volunteer with him taking on his 
first job at age 8. 

“I remember one of my first jobs was to dress up as Peter Pan and 
pose with one of the board member’s children who dressed up as 
Cinderella for the posters that year. Since then, my jobs have only 
gotten better,” said Keleher. Over his 22 years of volunteering, Keleher 
has gone on to do everything from being the Winterfest mascot to a 
runner for his mom to ensure everything and everyone are where they 
need to be.

Today, Keleher is the head of the dock walkers and works with his 
team as the liaison for the boats, law enforcement and parade control. 

“We are the eyes of parade control. We let out all the boats, tell them 
when to leave and we do boat staging which involves mapping out the 
order of the boats in the parade,” Keleher said. 

Even with the long hours spent volunteering to make each Winterfest 
a success, this event will always hold a special place in their lives. 

“I think Winterfest will always be a part of my family and the way 
that we do things. I don't see it ever not being a part of my life and I 
plan to keep it a family tradition for years to come,” Keleher said. 

Michael with his 
mother Kathy 
at the 2015 
Spinathon for 
Winterfest.

Dawn Read Diehl  
and Austen Read
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Eat Drink. Be Social. Th is is where it all began, where the famous 
AmSo spirit took hold. Rediscover you’re favorite spot and raise your 
glass, raise the bar, check the vibe!

AMERICAN SOCIAL LAS OLAS
NEW MENU AND DECOR

WRITER  RENÉE K. QUINN

American Social 
LOCATION: 721 E. Las Olas Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale
GENERAL MANAGER: Jessica Lynn Delgado
SOCIAL: americansocialbar.com/locations/ft-lauderdale
Instagram: @americansocial • Facebook @AmericanSocialLasOlas

RENÉE K. QUINN

Check out www.goriverwalk.com for 
more spirited #BITES+SIPS and recipes. 
Join Renéeʼs #conSPIRITors by following 
her on Twitter and Instagram (@spiriteds
 ) 
and her Facebook page, Spirited South 
Florida. Remember to #DrinkResponsibly 
#GetSpiritedSouthFlorida

#B I T E S + S I P S

THE BITES

Chicken Mac and Cheese Doughnuts Brownies

Buffalo Chicken Fries Loaded Guac Social Smash BurgerPan-Seared Scallops

Moka-Spresso Martini Paloma Blackberry Bourbon Lemonade 8-ounce Filet



For additional information, visit smark.com  |  954.523.1980  |  design@smark.com
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E V E N T S  C O N N E C T I O N

GENERAL EVENTS
  DECEMBER 1

Breakfast for Champions of the Homeless
Proceeds will support people 
experiencing homelessness
Broward Partnership
Signature Grand
954-779-3990
www.bphi.org

 
Light Up Sistrunk
Holiday celebration, toy giveaway and 
tree lighting
City of Fort Lauderdale
Historic Sistrunk Boulevard
954-828-5568
www.parks.fortlauderdale.gov

 
Holiday Magic Soirée
The house and grounds are lit up and 
sparkling during this Holiday Soirée
Bonnet House Museum & Gardens
954-563-5393
www.bonnethouse.org

 
Levi Kreis — Home for The Holidays Tour
A seamless blend of jazz, gospel, 
country and rockabilly
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

 
The Fab Four — The Ultimate Tribute
Performing uncanny, note-for-note live 
renditions of Beatles’ classics
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

  DECEMBER 2
Santa Paws
Make a memory with your pup and 
Santa Claus
City of Wilton Manors
Colohatchee Dog Park
954-390-2130
www.wiltonmanors.gov

 
Holiday Magic Whimsical Wonderland
Live entertainment, scavenger hunt, 
letter to Santa and holiday portraits
Bonnet House Museum & Gardens
954-563-5393
www.bonnethouse.org

 
Handel’s Messiah
Handel’s holiday tradition with vocalists 
accompanying the Orchestra
South Florida Symphony Orchestra
The Parker
 954.522.8445
www.parkerplayhouse.com

  DECEMBER 2&3
Riptide Music Festival
Good vibes are on the horizon
Riptide Music Festival
Fort Lauderdale Beach
www.riptidemusicfestival.com

  DECEMBER 3
Lucia Micarelli and Leo Amuedo
An intimate night of music showcasing 
their diverse infl uences
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

 
Randy Rainbow
Randy Rainbow for President Tour
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

 

Dance NOW!
Program I: “Random Patterns of Falling 
Leaves” and other works
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

  DECEMBER 4&5
Holiday Pops! Holidays with the Symphony
Celebrate the sounds of the season 
with Symphony of the Americas’ holiday 
tradition
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

  DECEMBER 5
An Evening with Ann Wilson of Heart 
Featuring some new, original material; 
special guest Tripsitter
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

  DECEMBER 6
Bill Mays Jazz Ensemble
A Jazzy Holiday 
Gold Coast Jazz Society
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

  DECEMBER 6-8
Holiday Magic Evening Experiences
Live music and libations each night
Bonnet House Museum & Gardens
954-563-5393
www.bonnethouse.org

  DECEMBER 7
Menorah Lighting Celebration
Menorah Lighting Celebration on the fi rst 
night of Hanukkah
City of Fort Lauderdale
Las Olas Oceanside Park
954-828-5568
www.parks.fortlauderdale.gov  
Andy Summers
The Cracked Lens + A Missing String Tour
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com  
The Outlaws
With special guest Artimus Pyle of 
Lynyrd Skynyrd
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org  
Wilton Manors Holiday Lighting 
Ceremony
Lighting the Menorah, Kinara and the 
Wilton Manors Christmas Tree
City of Wilton Manors
Justin Flippen Park
954-390-2130
www.wiltonmanors.gov

  DECEMBER 7&8

Bruno Mars
Fourteen-time Grammy Award-winner 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

  DECEMBER 8
Eddie Griffi n
One of the Top 100 greatest standup 
comedians of all time
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com  

A Well-Strung Christmas
A hunky and talented all-male singing 
string quartet
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

  DECEMBER 8-10
George Balanchine’s The Nutcracker
A magical experience for the whole family
Miami City Ballet
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

  DECEMBER 9
Light Up Carter Park
Holiday celebration, toy giveaway and 
tree lighting
City of Fort Lauderdale
Carter Park
954-828-5568
www.parks.fortlauderdale.gov  
North Pole Pajama Party
Admission includes an invitation to 
see The Polar Express
Museum of Discovery and Science
954-467-6637
www.mods.org  
Colin Quinn: Small Talk
Standup comedian from Brooklyn
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org  
Sarah Brightman: A Christmas Symphony
The biggest-selling soprano and 
Grammy Award-nominated artist
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

  DECEMBER 11
Daniel O’Donnell
One of the most prolifi c and successful 
recording artists in the UK charts
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

  DECEMBER 14

Pentatonix The Most Wonderful 
Tour of the Year
Award winning innovative and inventive 
a cappella group
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

  DECEMBER 14&15
Victorian Christmas Tours
Take a trip back in time to the Victorian 
era in the beautifully decorated Historic 
Stranahan House Museum
Historic Stranahan House Museum
954-524-4736
www.stranahanhouse.org

  DECEMBER 15
Wilton Manors Holiday Concert
Free event featuring the South Florida 
Pride Wind Ensemble
City of Wilton Manors
Mickel Park
954-390-2130
www.wiltonmanors.gov

  DECEMBER 15-17
Arts Ballet Theatre of Florida The 
Nutcracker
Experience the enchantment of the 
holiday season
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

  DECEMBER 16
North Pole Pajama Party
Admission includes an invitation to 
see The Polar Express
Museum of Discovery and Science
954-467-6637
www.mods.org

 

52nd Annual Seminole Hard Rock 
Winterfest Boat Parade
The Best Show on H2O
Multiple Locations
954-767-0686
www.winterfestparade.com

 
Wilton Wonderland
Free event with a variety of activities for 
the whole family 
City of Wilton Manors
Hagen Park
954-390-2130
www.wiltonmanors.gov

  DECEMBER 16&17
Andrea Bocelli
Featuring Bocelli’s extensive repertoire, 
including holiday favorites
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

  DECEMBER 19
Santa by the Sea
A Wilton Manors tradition like no other
City of Wilton Manors
Colohatchee Park Boat Ramp
954-390-2130
www.wiltonmanors.gov

 
Nurse Blake — Shocked Advised
A fun-fi lled comedy event celebrating the 
work of health care providers
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

 
Sutton Foster: Christmas Time is Here
Singing a mixture of holiday classics and 
her holiday favorites
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

  DECEMBER 20
Celtic Angels Christmas
An awe-inspiring show with beautiful 
vocals and world class Irish dancers
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com
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FOR ADDITIONAL EVENTS, CHECK 
THE GREATER FORT LAUDERDALE EVENTS CALENDAR:

www.goriverwalk.com/events/greater-fort-lauderdale-event-calendar

  DECEMBER 21
Andrea Del Principe in concert
An Italian Christmas night
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

  DECEMBER 22
Il Divo’s A New Day Holiday Tour
Multi-platinum and multi lingual classical 
crossover group
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

  DECEMBER 24
Fort Lauderdale Jingle Bell Jog 5K
Annual event that champions all things 
associated with the winter holidays
Jingle Bell Jog
Las Olas Oceanside Park
www.jinglebelljog.net

  DECEMBER 26-28
Shen Yun
Travel back to the magical world of 
ancient China
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

  DECEMBER 26-30

Dave Chappelle
Award-winning comedian, screenwriter 
and actor
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

  DECEMBER 28
State Ballet Theatre of Ukraine: Cinderella
Direct from the war zone, a full-scale 
production of the classic fairy tale of 
dreams coming true
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

  DECEMBER 29
Kwanzaa Ujamaa
Pay homage with an event full of cultural, 
family fun
City of Fort Lauderdale
Bass Park
954-828-5568
www.parks.fortlauderdale.gov

  DECEMBER 29-31
Bobby Weir & Wolf Bros
Performing the expansive catalog of 
Grateful Dead
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

  DECEMBER 30
Jen Kramer’s Holiday Magic Show
Celebrate the most magical time of the year
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

  DECEMBER 31

Noon Year’s Eve
A mid-day celebration with immersive activities
Museum of Discovery and Science
954-467-6637
www.mods.org

 
Downtown Countdown
Free street festival full of fun and 
excitement for children and adults
City of Fort Lauderdale
Esplanade Park
954-828-5568
www.parks.fortlauderdale.gov

  JANUARY 6
Riverwalk Stone Crab & Seafood 
Festival Presented by Rivertail
An afternoon of celebrating South 
Florida’s amazing seafood
Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale
Esplanade Park
954-468-1541
www.goriverwalk.com

 
An evening(ish) with Gary Janetti
Television writer, producer and actor of 
Family Guy and Will & Grace
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

  JANUARY 7
The Commodores & The Spinners
Combining Philadelphia soul and 
Motown/R&B/funk 
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

  JANUARY 9
Symphony of the Americas: Trailblazers
Clara Schumann, Florence Price and 
Jennifer Higdon
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

  JANUARY 8-14
Visit Lauderdale Food & Wine Festival
An epic festival offering culinary events 
for everyone under the sun
Visit Lauderdale
Various
www.vlfoodwine.com

  JANUARY 10
Tierney Sutton & Shelly Berg Trio
A great evening of jazz
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

 
Vicki Lawrence & Mama
Featuring comedy skits perfected on the 
Carol Burnett Show
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

  JANUARY 11
Dave Nihill: Shelf Help Tour
A night of real Irish comedy. Accent included.
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

  JANUARY 12
R&B Legends
Russell Thompkins Jr. and The New 
Stylistics & Harold Melvin’s Blue Notes
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

  JANUARY 13
The Frog Prince
A fairy tale with a beautiful lesson
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

 
A Flock of Seagulls
With Strangelove –The Depeche Mode Experience
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

 

Karla Bonoff
Karla has toured with Bonnie Raitt, John 
Prine, J.D. Souther and others
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

  JANUARY 13&14
Miami Comedy Festival
Miami Comedy Festival is coming to 
Hard Rock Live 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

  JANUARY 14
Jesse Cook
An accomplished guitarist, producer and 
equally prolifi c fi lmmaker
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

  JANUARY 15
King Holiday Celebration
Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. with 
a parade and multicultural festival
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Celebration Committee
Sistrunk Blvd. & Carter Park
954-828-5568
www.parks.fortlauderdale.gov

L IMI T ED  ENG A GEMEN T 
Holiday Lights Cruise
December 1-31
Get a front-row seat for a spectacular 
seasonal show of lights and decorations
Water Taxi Stop 1
954-467-6677
www.watertaxi.com  
The Book of Mormon
December 12-17
The nine-time Tony Award-winning best musical
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org  

Disney's The Little Mermaid
December 16-31
Based on the story and animated fi lm, a 
hauntingly beautiful love story
Slow Burn Theatre Co.
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org  
First Friday Jazz Jams
First Friday, January-June
Featuring local professionals and 
students
Gold Coast Jazz
ArtServe
954-462-8190
www.goldcoastjazz.org  
Chehantamo: How Are You?
Through January 6, 2024
Seminole fi ne art exhibit in collaboration 
with the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Ah-
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum
History Fort Lauderdale
954-463-4431
www.historyfortlauderdale.org

 
Hadestown
January 9-21
Hadestown invites you on a hell-raising 
journey to the underworld and back
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

 
Thomas the Train: Explore the Rails
Through January 15, 2024
Climb aboard and celebrate as the 
world’s most beloved #1 blue engine 
rolls into MODS.
Joe DiMaggio's Children's Hospital
Museum of Discovery & Science
954-467-6637
www.mods.org

 
Cosmic Mirrors
Through February 4, 2024
Haitian Art Highlights from the Collection
NSU Art Museum
954-525-5500
www.nsuartmuseum.org

 
By the Sea, By the Sea
Through Spring 2024
Waterscapes and beach scenes by 
William J. Glackens
NSU Art Museum
954-525-5500
www.nsuartmuseum.org

ONGOING 

Programming for all ages:
• Arts and crafts
• Book club and storytime
• Education, literacy and writing
• Finances and career
• Technology and science
• Yoga, Tai Chi

954-357-6555
www.broward.org/library

 

Recreation for all ages: 
• After-school and Camps
• Camping, hiking and nature
• Swimming and water recreation
• Court games and sports fields
• Running, biking and fitness

954-357-8100
www.broward.org/parks

 

Programming for all ages:
• Tennis, Aquatics & Athletics
• After-school & Camps
• Classes & Programs
• Cultural Arts & Club 55+

954-828-7275
www.parks.fortlauderdale.gov

 

Classes and Workshops:
• Adult Acting & Modeling
• Painting & Drawing
• Fitness & Tai Chi

954-462-8190
www.artserve.org

www.parks.fortlauderdale.gov
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RIVERWALK RECREATION
Shippey House

220 S.W. 3rd Ave. | Fort Lauderdale
954-526-5159  

Cycle Party Tours 
Daily | Reservation required
Jump aboard a 15-person 
quadracycle and experience Fort 
Lauderdale in an entirely new way. 
www.cycleparty.com

 
Paddle Pub Tours
Daily | Reservation required
Jump aboard a 20-person Paddle Pub 
and experience Fort Lauderdale and 
the waterway in a new way. 
www.paddlepub.com/fort-lauderdale

 
Bike Tours
Daily | Reservation required
Tours of Fort Lauderdale and 
Riverwalk for all abilities.
www.RiverwalkActivities.com

 

Kayak & Paddleboard Rentals
Daily | 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Explore the Yachting Capital of the 
World along the scenic New River, 
launching from the Riverwalk. 
www.RiverwalkActivities.com

 
EcoBoat Rentals 
Daily | Reservation required 
Cruise the Intracoastal Waterway in 
eco-friendly, electric boats
2525 Marina Bay Dr. W. 
954-5000-ECO
www.ecoboatsfl .com

Fort Lauderdale Segway Tours
Daily | Reservation required
Take a one or two-hour Segway tour on the 
Riverwalk.  Training Provided.
954-304-5746
www.segwayfortlauderdale.com

Guided Museum Tours
Daily at 1, 2 & 3 PM
Tours of Fort Lauderdale’s oldest 
surviving structure
Historic Stranahan House Museum
954-524-4736
www.stranahanhouse.org

 
Yoga at Tarpon River Brewing
Mondays
All ages and abilities yoga at the brewery
Ales and Asanas
www.alesandasanas.com/classes

Book Sale
First Friday
Monthly fundraiser with eclectic offerings
Friends of the Fort Lauderdale Libraries
Broward County Main Library 
954-357-6555
www.broward.org/library

Old Town Untapped
First Friday
Monthly street fair with local music, food 
trucks, vendors and more!
Bailey Contemporary Arts
954-786-7879
www.pompanobeacharts.org

Food in Motion
First and Third Fridays
Monthly fair featuring food trucks, shopping, 
drinks, and picnicking under the stars
Atlantic Studios
Esplanade Park
954-785-7475
www.facebook.com/FlaglerFoodInMotion

Interpretive Walks and Tours
Friday & Saturday
Interpretive ranger-guided programs
Hugh Taylor Birch State Park
954-564-4521
www.fl oridastateparks.org

 
Las Olas Oceanside Park Market
Saturdays
Farmers, antique & artisan market
The Market Company
Las Olas Oceanside Park
305-531-0038
www.facebook.com/oceansideparkmarket

Circle of Life Experience
Self-guided tours that highlight our local 
natural environment
Snyder Park  
Fort Lauderdale Beach Sweep
Second Saturday
Help keep Fort Lauderdale Beach clean!
HUB at Fort Lauderdale Beach  
Wild Talks at the Park
Second Sunday, Fourth Saturday
Learn about local wildlife
Snyder Park  
FTL Art Walk
Last Saturday
Live music, original art & more
MASS District
954-866-3890 | www.massdistrict.com  
Jazz Brunch
First Sunday
Free, outdoor concert series featuring local 
musicians on 3 stages
City of Fort Lauderdale
Esplanade Park & Riverwalk
954-828-5365
www.parks.fortlauderdale.gov  
New River Open Air Market
First Sunday
Local vendors offer their goods
History Fort Lauderdale
954-463-4431
www.historyfortlauderdale.org

 
Storytime in the Garden
First Sunday
Mrs. Barbara reads a story related to nature
Flamingo Gardens
954-473-2955
www.fl amingogardens.org

 
Forest Bathing
Fourth Sundays
Relax, tune out the world for two hours in nature
Bonnet House Museum & Gardens
954-463-5393
www.bonnethouse.org  

Free First Thursday Sunny Days
First Thursday
Free admission and 2-4-1 beer and wine  
Bank of America: Museums on Us
First full weekend 
Free admission for BOA customers  
Free Fort Lauderdale Neighbor Day
Last Sunday
Free admission for FTL residents
954-525-5500
www.nsuartmuseum.org

Save Our Seas Distinguished Speaker Series
First Thursday
An international lineup of 
environmental speakers  
Sensory Friendly Sunday
Fourth Sunday
Film screenings for those with autism 
spectrum disorder  
Bank of America: Museums on Us
First full weekend 
Free admission for BOA customers  
Sprouting Stem
Varies
Introducing little scientists (aged 0-6) to 
STEM-related topics
Museum of Discovery & Science
954-467-6637
www.mods.org
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MEMBERS
MAKE IT

POSSIBLE!

MEMBERS
MAKE IT

POSSIBLE!
When you become a member of 
Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale, you 

are not just showing your 
support for a valuable 

community asset, you also 
receive some great benefits 

in return. These benefits 
include invitations to 

exclusive receptions held 
at unique locations around 

the city and a listing in 
Go Riverwalk magazine. 

Members also receive 
discounts on hotels 

and attractions across 
the U.S.

Support Riverwalk
and you support

your community!

For more information, go to www.GoRiverwalk.com/membership
or call (954) 468-1541 or email membership@goriverwalk.com



WHAT WE DO!  
Go Riverwalk Magazine connects our readers with all facets  
of Fort Lauderdale:

•  A flourishing downtown
•  Citywide array of social, cultural and neighborhood events
•  The world-class business and professional community

•  Trend-setting fashion and shopping
•  Avant-garde dining options

DISTRIBUTION  

1,500 magazines direct mailed to Riverwalk  
members and subscribers.

4,500 + copies are delivered to high-traffic  
locations including:

•  Hotels
•  Fine retail and restaurants
•  High-end luxury apartments
•  Downtown office buildings
•  Auto dealerships
•  Banks
•  Restaurants
•  Real estate offices
•  Hair salons
•  Exercise clubs
•  Art galleries

ADVERTISE IN

For advertising  
information, contact
Mark Budwig, 
Publisher
(954) 523-1980
Advertising@GoRiverwalk.com

T HE  NUMBER S !  

6,000
PRINT MAGAZINES MONTHLY

10,000+
OPT-IN E-MAIL SUBSCRIBERS

76,650+
FACEBOOK FANS

19,000+
TWITTER FOLLOWERS

18,200+
 INSTAGRAM FOLLOWERS

6,000+
SNAPCHAT

  

135,850+
TOTAL AUDIENCE



Free with Museum admission. Register at mods.org/noonyears.

DECEMBER 31
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Ball Drop at 
12 p.m.

NORTH POLE
PAJAMA PARTY

DECEMBER 9 & 16 • 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Film starts at 11 a.m.

 Purchase tickets at mods.org/northpole. 

HOLIDAY
EVENTS

at
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954-999-0320

Luxury Lingerie Collections

and Accessories

3020 N. FEDERAL HWY, SUITE 6,
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33306

954-999-0320

www.modernserenite.com

clientservice@modernserenite.com

Modern Serenite was created as a 

full service experience dedicated 

to intimacy, beauty, exploration 

and education. Our passion for 

pleasure drives us in every aspect 

of our brand.

Private and virtual shopping 
appointments with next-day delivery 

are available within Broward, 
Miami-Dade and Palm Beach Counties.


