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WATERTAXI

Scan to purchase tickets
WaterTaxi.com • 954-467-6677

*Please note that our regular Water Taxi service will be suspended over the Boat Show dates of October 25th – October 29th.

M A K E  THE  MOST  O F  Y O U R  DAY  ON THE  W A T E R W AY

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR DAY ON THE WATERWAY

S E E  M O R E  O F  F O R T  L A U D E R D A L E  F O R  L E S S

O N E  T I C K E T ,  U N L I M I T E D  R I D E S

M A K E  T H E  M O S T  O F  Y O U R  D A Y  O N  T H E  W A T E R W A Y

C R U I S E  A  L I T T L E ,  C R U I S E  A  L O T

Water Taxi is the official transportation partner for the Fort Lauderdale International  
Boat Show. Enjoy a hassle-free experience by simply boarding at any of the designated  

Boat Show stops to be taken to and from the show. Guests with Water Taxi Annual Passes  
and Boat Show VIP Passes enjoy complimentary rides. 

Reserve your seat today and sail seamlessly to the event!

Relax, Skip the Traffic, & Ride with Us!

OCT. 25 - 29
OFFICIAL TRANSPORTATION
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Providing Comprehensive Wealth Management 
 
 

 

 
 

We believe your success should be measured not just by 
your financial well-being, but by how confident you feel 
about your future. Our mission is to help you reach your 
financial goals through the development of a wealth 
management plan based on personalized, knowledgeable 
advice. 
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BUY A BRICK...
     FOR THAT      
        SPECIAL SOMEONE!

TO A BETTER
COMMUNITY WHILE
CELEBRATING
LOVED ONES!
Commemorate your loved one with 
a brick along Fort Lauderdale’s 
Riverwalk. Signature Bricks are 
available for any occasion and 
make perfect gifts. Bricks are 
installed once a month, so 
order yours today! Gift 
certificates available.

For more information,
call Jeremy Collette at (954) 468-1541 
or email bricks@goriverwalk.com
Visit www.GoRiverwalk.com
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PREPARE FOR UPCOMING

KING TIDES
King tides have historically caused 
street flooding in low-lying areas of our 
community. The City uses tax dollars and 
stormwater fees to invest in long-term 
strategies to reduce the frequency, duration, 
and intensity of tidal flooding in vulnerable 
areas. These include elevating seawalls, 
installing tidal valves, and making drainage 
improvements. We also take proactive steps 
to prepare for the king tide season such as 
inspecting all tidal valves. We encourage our 
neighbors to prepare by:

  Reviewing flood safety tips

  Evaluating your property’s readiness

  Reviewing your flood insurance policy

If you experience flooding on your street, 
make sure storm drains are not blocked. 
Rainfall concurrent with the high tide may 
cause some street ponding until the tide 
recedes. Remove waste carts as soon as 
possible once emptied or wait until your next 
scheduled collection day to put them out. 
Since we experience two tidal cycles each 
day, be aware of the timing of the high tides 
and how they may affect your travel plans. 
Avoid driving on flooded streets. 

CITY OF
FORT
LAUDERDALE

PREDICTED 2023  
KING TIDES
Seasonal high tides  
known as king tides will occur 
through November:
October 15-17
October 26 - November 1
November 12-16
November 24-28

King Tide Reminders for 
Riverwalk Neighbors:
Pedestrians / Cyclists: 
Be mindful of high tide times when 
planning walks or bike rides 
 along the Riverwalk.

Boating Community: 
Keep wake to a minimum to prevent 
wave overwash on to the Riverwalk.

Report Impassable Roads:  
954-828-8000

More Info:  
fortlauderdale.gov/kingtides
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FRIDAY NIGHT 
SOUND WAVES

INFINITE EXPERIENCES FOR EVERYONE UNDER THE SUN

Fort Lauderdale may not have falling leaves, but we can still celebrate the
season with Pumpkins & Palm Trees! The Third Annual Pumpkins & Palm
Trees Fall Fest returns to The LOOP on Fort Lauderdale Beach with an 
expanded weekend-long celebration, Oct. 20–22. 

The free and family-friendly, sponsored by the City of Fort Lauderdale’s
BBID, will provide a festive atmosphere with local vendors, live music, a
1,600 sq ft inflatable corn maze, children’s arts & crafts CORNer, and more. 
Throughout the weekend, attendees can fill their phones with memories
at the new 7’ tall walk through pumpkin house, and an expanded weekend
-long pumpkin patch. View full weekend details at: theloopflb.com

HOWL-Oween fun
On Fri, Oct 20, the young, young
at heart and two and four legged’s 
can get in the Halloween spirit with
the film Happy Halloween, Scooby
Doo. On  Saturday the pet-friendly
experiences continue with games and
giveaways.

IN PIE WE CRUST!

The LOOP has once again teamed up with Fort Lauderdale Magazine and 
Florida Restaurant & Lodging Association to find the Best Pie in Greater 
Fort Lauderdale. Professional, Cottage Industry, and Broward School 
culinary programs will show o� their pumpkin spice and everything nice 
in the Third Annual Best Pie Competition on Sunday, Oct. 22.  

Save the Dates
OCT 12 - Rooftop Yoga
Join us for our magical monthly rooftop Yoga event with
beautiful water and city skyline views featuring a special
express Vinyasa Flow followed by fun Acro Yoga poses 
for all levels to enjoy. Led by Lisa Pumper, Ellie Blue and
Nestor Sandoval. Come solo or bring a friend. $

OCT 15 - A Final fiesta
Latin music captivates with its vibrant rhythms, rich 
melodies, and cultural fusion. A tapestry woven from 
diverse traditions, it pulses with passion, echoing tales of
love, resilience, and celebration. From bachata and salsa
to flamenco and soca, Latin music's uniqueness ignites the
senses, transcending borders and language. We close out
the month-long celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month
with a dynamic performance by Mister Conjunto featuring
Pepe Montes on Sunday, October 15.

every weekend in October
The MKT @ Las Olas oceanside park
Shop and stroll local food vendors, makers and artisans.
Take in breathtaking beach views and the ocean breeze
while perusing an eclectic array of traditional market fare
ranging from fresh produce and fruit to global made-to-
order foods, and handmade items to wear and decorate 
the home. Sat 9 - 5; Sun 10-5 with Live Music.

On the horizon
Nov.  3   Diwali Festival
Nov.  4  Shakespeare
       & 5 Festival of classics
Nov. 16 Light up the beach
Nov.  17 Music on the main 

An assortment of premium pumpkins and fall decor are available for purchase
on-site or in advance from the Pumpkin Patch at Las Olas Oceanside Park. 

Major funding provided by the 
Fort Lauderdale Beach Business
Improvement District ( BBID)

Happy fall y'all



MOTIVATE • ACTIVATE • PARTICIPATE

RIVERWALK
FORT LAUDERDALE TEAM

GENIA DUNCAN ELLIS
President/CEO

KIMBERLEY SPELLACY
Accounting Director/CFO

JEREMY COLLETTE
Operations Director 

DONISHA BROCKINGTON
Event Manager

AMY MAHON
Business Development Director 

JAMES LOWES
Parks Coordinator

JOYEL DUFF
Administrative Manager 

RIVERWALK FORT LAUDERDALE
888 E. Las Olas Blvd, Suite 210

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

Phone (954) 468-1541

Fax (954) 468-1542

info@GoRiverwalk.com

www.GoRiverwalk.com

www.facebook.com/RiverwalkFTL

Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale Inc. has been determined  to be a 501 (c)(3) Charitable Not For Profi t 
(Tax Exempt) by the Department of the Treasury Internal Revenue Services.

* Past Board Chair

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ADVISORY BOARD

RICHARD RODRIGUEZ, Chair
Centuric LLC

HOWARD ELFMAN, Vice Chair
The Agency

JAMES FERRIERO, Treasurer
URHealth Benefi ts

JACQUI HARTNETT, Assistant Treasurer
Starmark

ALEXA LANIER, Secretary
Two Men & A Truck

JOHN ROPES*, Immediate Past Chair
Ropes & Associates Inc.

ANDREW BRITTON, At Large
Wells Fargo Advisors
ANN MARIE FOX-MANCUSO, At Large
Richard J. Fox Foundation
JIM FARRICK, At Large
Kunin Associates
JACK SEILER, At Large
Seiler, Sautter, Zaden, Rimes & Wahlbrink
TYLER SMILLIE, At Large
Bank of America

MARY ADAMS, The Employee Relations Group
 CHERYL BALABAN, Edward Jones

 LACEY ROLLINS BRISSON, Truist
 NECTARIA CHAKAS, Lochrie & Chakas

 CHRISTOPHER COUZENS, Douglas Elliman Real Estate
 COURTNEY CRUSH*, Crush Law, P.A. 

 BOB DUGAN, EDSA
 LISA DUKE, Walter Duke & Partners

 CANDICE ERICKS, TSC Consulting
 JEFF FALKANGER, Falkanger, Snyder, Martineau & Yates

 KELLY FRYE, Hotwire Communications
 TOM JENNINGS, Payrolls Plus

 MICHAEL JOHNSTON, FitFactor Training
 NADIA LOCKE, Resource Environmental Solutions

 RENÉE K. QUINN*, Spirited South Florida
 MICKI SCAVONE, Carr Workplaces

 MARGARETHE SORENSEN, Makeup Artist
 KARLA NELSON-THATCHER, Hotwire Communications

 BILL WALKER, Water Taxi of Fort Lauderdale, LLC

MARK BUDWIG*, S.MARK Graphics
 ROGER CRAFT, Sunchase Group LLC
JASON EDELMANN, Merrill Lynch/Bank of America
JIM ELLIS*, Ellis Diversifi ed Inc.
DAVID GREENBERG, Florida Panthers
ALICE HARRY , Mundial Smart Knives
TIM HEISER, City of Fort Lauderdale Fire Rescue
STEVE HUDSON, Hudson Capital Group
BRITT LANIER, Two Men and A Truck
BLAISE McGINLEY, Consultant
MELISSA MILROY, The Galleria at Fort Lauderdale
ED MURPHY, RCC Associates
COLEMAN PREWITT, Attorney At Law
ENRIQUE SANCHEZ, City of Fort Lauderdale, 
  Parks & Recreation
LISA SIEGEL, Beer Famous Group
BARBRA A. STERN*, Attorney At Law
ED STROBEL, Island Solar Inc.
CAROL TRACZ, Riverside Hotel
DEREK ULLIAN, AIMCO
ED VERRET, DHL Global
JEROME W. VOGEL JR. P.A., Vogel Law
PAUL WEINBERG, Keith 
MICHAEL WEYMOUTH, The Las Olas Company

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

JASON EDELMANN, Merrill Lynch/Bank of America
JIM ELLIS*, Ellis Diversifi ed Inc.
DAVID GREENBERG, Florida Panthers
ALICE HARRY , Mundial Smart Knives
TIM HEISER, City of Fort Lauderdale Fire Rescue
STEVE HUDSON, Hudson Capital Group
BRITT LANIER, Two Men and A Truck
BLAISE McGINLEY, Consultant
MELISSA MILROY, The Galleria at Fort Lauderdale
ED MURPHY, RCC Associates
COLEMAN PREWITT, Attorney At Law
ENRIQUE SANCHEZ, City of Fort Lauderdale, Parks & 
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MISSION STATEMENT

To be the catalyst in building and 
nurturing Riverwalk & the Riverwalk 

District as a vibrant community 
connected by the New River.
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F R O M  T H E  B O A R D

BY RICHARD RODRIGUEZ
Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale Chair

ON THE WATER
FORT LAUDERDALE’S DEFINING CHARACTERISTIC
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Known as New River Settlement before the 20th 
century, Fort Lauderdale became the fi nal name for 
the City. Th e New River is a tidal estuary, not actually 

a river, but a channel composed of many tributary canals. 
Th e channel is connected to the Everglades through a 
series of man-made canals. Th e channel is entirely within 
Broward County. 

When walking the north side of the New River at the 
western end, you fi rst experience the Broward Center for 
the Performing Arts which joins with Esplanade Park, 
a grand location for special events and performances. 
Across the street is the Museum of Discovery and Science 
which features learning opportunities that cover a variety 
of subjects.

Folk history says that the New River appeared 
suddenly aft er a night of strong winds, loud noises and 
shaking ground, resulting in the Seminoles calling the 
river Himmarshee, meaning “new water.” Th is report 
is explained by the occurrence of an earthquake which 
collapsed the roof of an underground river (subterranean) 
and creating the New River.

Needless to say, the New River is a transportation hub 
to the many boats, yachts and commercial vessels that use 
it daily and provide an enormous economic engine to Fort 
Lauderdale, Broward County and South Florida.

Located in Downtown Fort Lauderdale along the 
Riverwalk, the water traffic entertains visitors and 
residents with a continuous parade along with the many 
opportunities to take a Water Taxi or Water Trolley ride, 
tour on the Carrie B or Jungle Queen, head out to fish or 
enjoy the ocean or even to take a tour of the more than 
300 miles of navigable canals with 165 miles designated 
as residential canals — hence the referred title of Venice 
of America.

Water in this marine environment defi nes Fort 
Lauderdale and is known for hosting the largest boat 
show in the world. Th e Fort Lauderdale International 
Boat Show is scheduled from Oct. 25 to 29 this year and 
will again be spread across seven locations and feature 
six miles of fl oating docks. FLIBS delivers an economic 
impact that is approximately $1.8 billion in economic 
output through show purchases and expenditures; $710 
million is estimated in sales by Florida companies and 
$85.8 million is generated in state and local taxes and 
more than $24.5 million in Broward County alone. Th is 
show is owned by Marine Industries Association of South 
Florida located on Riverwalk and the show is produced by 
Informa Markets.

Th e boat show draws in more than 100,000 attendees 
again boosting the local economy for purchase of meals, 
lodging, sales, and entertainment.

In our community, waterways are a feature in the City 
of Fort Lauderdale from the ocean to the channel and all 
that lies within. It is the source of pleasure, entertainment, 
jobs and a tremendous economic engine to our residents. 
Never take for granted the beauty of our home City and 
waterways and take the time to spend some time on the 
water.  
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CAN GET YOU THERE.
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A L O N G  T H E  W A L K
BY GENIA DUNCAN ELLIS

President/CEO 
Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale
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As Riverwalk begins a new fi scal year, we take a moment 
to thank our partners and sponsors that continue to 
work with us and assure that the Riverwalk District 

grows and prospers. With gratitude I thank our team for 
always assuring us that the parks, greenspaces and activities 
are in the best order of business possible. I thank our 
outgoing board for their service in creating the vision to 
continue to grow the district and to welcome our incoming 
board members to further help in that creative process. 

 As custodians of the Riverwalk pedestrian walk as 
well as the many parks and greenspaces in the Riverwalk 
District, we continue to work with our governments and 
community to create an inviting environment to assure 
the highest and best use of this public land. Th ese lush 
locations off er the opportunity for a quiet walk, shaded 
and with a grand view of the New River or activities that 
encourage fi tness, dog training and more. Th e parks off er 
events to support local charity organizations as they raise 
funds, races for those who want to qualify for additional 
competitions or walks for those who want to participate. 
Food events, drinks of many varieties and games for 
children round out some of the activities as well.

Th e city hosts several events in Downtown, including the 
monthly Jazz Brunch and yearly events of St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade and Festival, Downtown Countdown, MLK Parade 
and many more. As a community with great civic pride and 
a willingness to be inclusive, we are most fortunate to have 
places within our Downtown that can accommodate these 
kinds of events. Event hosts from all over love to come and 
use the unique areas available Downtown.

Infrastructure remains a concern of all, including but not 
limited to stormwater as well as failing seawalls. We work 
hand in hand with the City to identify and address those 
issues and continue to stay on top of the list of projects 
being done or planned. We use our resources to enhance 
the areas within our district by adding amenities such as 
art in public places, recycle bins, large public planters, the 
9/11 Monument, Shippey House, exercise stations and even 
playground equipment. Th ere are over 250 banners along 
the Riverwalk as well as more than 85,000 etched bricks 
celebrating life in a variety of ways.

We welcome our new board and offi  cers and look 
forward to working with them in the upcoming year.  

FUN TIMES 
THE RIVERWALK HOSTS A MULTITUDE OF EVENTS, THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
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R I V E R W A L K  M E M B E R S H I P

TRUSTEE PARTNER 

JACKIE KINDALL
FOUNDER AND CEO, KINDALL EVOLVE CONSULTING LLC

 Drawn to Florida by the sunshine and the ocean, I have 
been here for two years. Originally from California, I have 
also lived in New York and the Washington, D.C., area. I 

visited South Florida during the winters and would tell myself that I needed 
to find a way to live here. I do not enjoy being cold! Finally in February 2021, I 
made that dream come true.

With years of human resources and organization development experience, 
I started my own business, Kindall Evolve Consulting LLC, in 2016. I provide 
leadership/executive coaching and consulting services to help organizations 
transform and evolve to create inclusive work cultures. 

People spend a lot of time at work and my goal is to create organizational 
cultures where people thrive. I am passionate about helping others grow and 
develop, especially those in leadership positions. I help good leaders become 
even better at leading people and companies. I enjoy providing new leaders 
with the tools and mindset they need to succeed in their new roles, as well as 
supporting leaders who are first-time executives and CEOs. 

I like to travel to learn about other cultures and experience other ways of 
doing things. I also enjoy music, reading and a good glass of wine. I consider 
myself a life-long learner with a passion for diversity, equity and inclusion, 
leadership, emotional intelligence, neuroscience and more.

I joined Riverwalk because of its mission and the impact it has on me 
directly as a Downtown resident. I’m excited to be a member and look forward 
to being more involved in the community.

EXECUTIVE

Richard Rodriguez
Centuric

TRUSTEE

Joseph Cox
Museum of Discovery and Science

Courtney Crush
Crush Law P.A.

David Guidi
NSU Art Museum

Steven Haines
Symphony of the Americas

Dan Lindblade
Greater Fort Lauderdale 
Chamber of Commerce

Renée K. and Michael Quinn
QuinnProQuo

Lisa Siegel
Beer Famous Group

Jerome Vogel
Jerome W. Vogel Jr. P.A.

Paul Weinberg
Keith & Associates

DOUBLE BRICK

Lee and Sher Patterson

INDIVIDUAL

Roy Anderson

Samuel Morrison

Durée Ross

Dan Stasi

WELCOME

Members of Riverwalk Fort 
Lauderdale express their support 
and join us in our mission of 
building a vibrant community. 
Riverwalk supports Downtown’s 
diverse, mixed-use community 
of arts and entertainment 
establishments along with business, 
residential, judicial, educational, 
and marine interests. 
TO JOIN, VISIT 
WWW.GORIVERWALK.COM/MEMBERSHIP

NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS
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R I V E R W A L K  E X C L U S I V E S

Heather Gilchrist and Christopher Fuzi

Event attendees network.

Sponsor Michael Johnston from Fit Factor

Bill Walker and Renee Johnson

Sponsor Courtney Crush

Christopher Couzens

James Campbell, Roger Edwards and Ben Sorensen

Trace Ristovski, Joseph Discepola and Chris Haerting

Tricia and Jason Edelman and Marsha Freedman

RIVERWALK POWER MIXER
On Aug. 29, Riverwalk Trustee members and corporate partners gathered at Th e House on the River for a member 

Power Mixer. Guests enjoyed an evening of networking while being treated to food and drink at the recently 
renovated restaurant. Th is event was sponsored by Crush Law P.A. and Fit Factor.
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Bill Walker and Renee Johnson

Sponsor Courtney Crush

COTTON & COMPANY

NEXT-LEVEL OCEANFRONT LIVING  
RISES ABOVE FORT LAUDERDALE

PRESENTATION GALLERY: 
2591 E. Sunrise Blvd., Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304
954-833-1911| SeleneFTL.com
2- to 3-Bedroom Residences from $2.7 Million.

Construction Underway

Selene Oceanfront Residences has unveiled a rare collection of eight 
penthouses within a coveted oceanfront destination. These spacious 
open-concept layouts maximize breathtaking Atlantic Ocean and city 
skyline views through iconic walls of glass and private terraces. Enjoy 
resort-style amenities, including an elevated pool deck and inviting 
social lounges, or venture to the lively entertainment districts of  
Downtown Fort Lauderdale. With construction in full swing, act now to 
personalize your residence with limited-time interior design packages.

PREMIER OCEANFRONT PENTHOUSES NOW AVAILABLE

Artist’s Concept

Artist’s Concept

Artist’s Concept

ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE SELLER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THE DOCUMENTS 
REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES TO BE FURNISHED BY SELLER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. Prices, terms and availability are subject to change at any time without notice. All photographs and 
renderings of improvements are conceptual only and do not presently exist. Actual improvements, including furnishings, fixtures, recreational facilities and amenities, may vary from those shown and views may not be available 
from all units. This is not an offer to sell or solicitation of offers to buy the condominium units in states where such offer or solicitation requires prior qualification if such prior qualification has not been obtained. For New York 
Residents: THE COMPLETE OFFERING TERMS ARE IN A CPS-12 APPLICATION AVAILABLE FROM THE OFFEROR, KT SEABREEZE ATLANTIC LLC, a Florida Limited Liability Company, 105 NE 1st street, Delray 
Beach, FL 33444. FILE NO. CP21-0086. For New Jersey Residents: THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS A SOLICITATION FOR THE SALE OF UNITS IN SELENE CONDOMINIUM: N.J. REG. NO. 21-04-0005.



John P. “Jack” SielerExemplary Former City Employee: Hal Barnes 
with Betty Shelly

Honoree Michael Weymouth
with Jodi Weymouth

Distinguished Citizen: M. Austin Forman 
with John Ropes

Citizen of the Year: William 'Bill' Rotella with Christopher, Maureen, 
Kelly and Michael Rotella

Walter and Lisa DukeHonoree Michael Weymouth and Barbara Wells

Chaplin Ron PerkinsIn remembrance: JoAnn SmithCommissioner Steve Glassman, District 2; Vice Mayor Pamela Beasley-Pittman, 
District. 3; Mayor Dean Trantalis; and Commissioner John C. Herbst, District 1
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CITIZENS’ RECOGNITION AWARDS
Th e City of Fort Lauderdale held its 46th Annual Citizens’ Recognition Awards on Sept. 13 at the Riverside Hotel. 

Honorees were Citizen of the Year: William “Bill” Rotella; Distinguished Citizen: M. Austin Forman; Exemplary 
Former City Employee: Hal Barnes; and Honored Founder: Michael C. Weymouth.
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RIVERSIDE

Riverwalk

Fall Festival

Riverwalk

Fall Festival

For vendor and/or sponsorship opportunities contact
events@goriverwalk.com

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2023  • 12 - 4 P.M.
ESPLANADE PARK

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2023  • 12 - 4 P.M.
ESPLANADE PARK

For vendor and/or sponsorship opportunities contact
events@goriverwalk.com

SPONSORS

Tis the season for “All Things Pumpkin”.  Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale’s Annual 
Fall Festival is near.  Bushels of afternoon fun for the whole family:  Kid Zone, 
Carnival Themed Games, Food Trucks, and of course Pumpkin Decorating and 

special VIP “Fall Themed” Beer Garden.

Tis the season for “All Things Pumpkin”.  Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale’s Annual 
Fall Festival is near.  Bushels of afternoon fun for the whole family:  Kid Zone, 
Carnival Themed Games, Food Trucks, and of course Pumpkin Decorating and 

special VIP “Fall Themed” Beer Garden.



Nestled in the heart of South Florida, Fort Lauderdale 
stands as a testament to aquatic beauty and is a thriving 
hub for water-related businesses. With its unbeatable 

combination of 3,000 hours of annual sunshine, year-round 
warm temperatures, a prime location and miles of waterways, 
the City has earned the moniker Th e Venice of America. From 
the Atlantic Ocean to the Intracoastal Waterway and our 
several rivers, the waterfront is never far from our hearts.

Follow us as we delve into the enchanting features that make Fort 
Lauderdale a haven for aquatic endeavors, as well as the upcoming 
developments that promise to shape its maritime future.

 A sun-soaked paradise
Picture a destination where the sun bathes the landscape for 

a staggering 3,000 hours each year, casting a warm and inviting 
glow on all who visit. Fort Lauderdale’s enviable climate sets 
the stage for an idyllic aquatic haven that beckons residents and 
tourists alike. With its perfect location at the crossroads of the 
Atlantic Ocean, the Bahamas and the Caribbean, the City off ers 
a gateway to endless aquatic adventures.

A blend of comfort and excitement
Fort Lauderdale’s waterfront charm is amplifi ed by its 169 

hotels that cater to an array of travelers. Whether one seeks 
relaxation, adventure, or a bit of both, the City’s hospitality 
industry creates an impeccable blend of comfort and excitement. 
Th e allure of dining is enhanced by waterfront restaurants that 
off er not just delectable cuisine, but also breathtaking vistas, 
making every meal an unforgettable experience.

A maritime marvel: Port Everglades
At the heart of Fort Lauderdale’s maritime vibrancy lies 

Port Everglades, an economic engine that powers not only Fort 
Lauderdale, but all of Broward County. With eight bustling 
cruise ports, Port Everglades ranks as the third busiest port in 
the world, welcoming an impressive four million passengers 
annually. It is the leading container port in Florida and the 
main seaport for receiving petroleum products. Th is bustling 
hub of commerce and recreation forms the backbone of the 
City’s thriving water-related businesses.

 Jobs, jobs, jobs
Th e marine trade industry provides 121,000 middle class jobs 

in Broward County promoting boating lifestyles and the goods 
and services that sustain them, driving economic output to $9.7 
billion in Broward County (Marine Industries Association). 

Luxury along the waterways
Th e City’s luxury real estate, gracing the edges of the 

Intracoastal Waterway and our more than 165 miles of scenic 
canals, forms a defi ning aspect of Fort Lauderdale’s aquatic 
identity. Seasonal residents, drawn to the City’s year-round 
pleasant climate and aquatic lifestyle, have cultivated an 
environment ripe for high-end water businesses to fl ourish. 
From yacht brokers to marine equipment suppliers, the 
maritime economy is replete with opportunities. 

Embarking on new horizons: The Bahia Mar development project
In the spirit of innovation, the Fort Lauderdale 

Commission has given the go ahead for the Bahia Mar 
development project, a transformative endeavor that 
promises to elevate the City’s maritime off erings. Th e 
project aims to reimagine the Bahia Mar Resort and 
Yachting Center into a world-class maritime destination by 
adding luxury residences and a new top-tier branded hotel, 
enhancing marina facilities, creating inviting public spaces 
and expanding accommodations for the Fort Lauderdale 
International Boat Show to solidify the City’s position as a 
yachting haven and stimulate its water-related businesses.

The grand maritime spectacle: Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show
Fort Lauderdale’s dedication to its maritime identity shines 

brightest during the annual Fort Lauderdale International 
Boat Show. Th is globally renowned event gathers water 
enthusiasts, industry leaders and curious visitors from 
around the world. Th e City’s commitment to fostering this 
event’s growth is evident, showing its unwavering support 
for the water business ecosystem.

The epitome of maritime charm
In conclusion, Fort Lauderdale’s aquatic charm goes beyond 

its natural beauty and welcoming climate. It stands as a 
thriving hub for water-related businesses, drawing in residents 
and visitors who appreciate the allure of the sea. With ongoing 
developments like the Bahia Mar project, the City continues to 
build on its legacy as the Venice of America – a place where the 
waters weave tales of commerce, leisure and opportunity.  

EXPLORING FORT LAUDERDALE  
THE VENICE OF AMERICA’S AQUATIC BUSINESS HAVEN
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DISTRICT 1 COMMISSIONER JOHN C. HERBST
 City of Fort Lauderdale
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BY JENNI MOREJON
 President and CEO, Fort Lauderdale Downtown Development Authority

DO W N T O W N DE V EL OP MEN T  A U T HOR I T Y

Vibrant downtowns are the heart and soul of cities, 
the energetic places where people come together 
to engage and connect. Every downtown has a 

uniqueness that sets it apart and that’s true for Downtown 
Fort Lauderdale as well. So many activities are key to 
our identity: cruising our beautiful waterways, walking 
along the Riverwalk, dining on Las Olas, and enjoying 
an evening at the Broward Center, to name a few. Th is 
unique diversity is also true when thinking about the 
identity of our local economy.

In addition to being the soul of the community, 
downtowns elevate the fi nancial wellbeing of entire 
regions. A new report by Walter Duke + Partners 
confi rms Downtown Fort Lauderdale’s status as one of 
Broward County’s top three economic engines. With 
an annual impact of $35.7 billion, Downtown Fort 
Lauderdale is a leading driver of the local and regional 
economy, supporting 200,000 jobs throughout Broward 
County and the entire state. Its annual impact could only 
be matched if the Fort Lauderdale International Boat 
Show were to take place 20 times in one year! 

Broward County’s three leading economic engines 
are unique due to their direct proximity to one another. 
Downtown Fort Lauderdale, Port Everglades and the Fort 
Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport (FLL) have 
a combined annual economic impact of $106 billion. Our 
region would not thrive without the collective success of all 
three and I’m proud to work alongside my partners at FLL 
and Port Everglades to move our community forward. 

Our strong real estate development pipeline has 
been a powerful driver of Downtown Fort Lauderdale’s 
success. Real estate and development in Downtown has 
a $5.3 billion annual impact to the local economy, a 21 
percent increase from 2019 levels. With more than 40 new 
Downtown projects planned, development is driving Fort 
Lauderdale’s evolution into a world-class urban center.  

All this growth is creating new amenities and 
experiences for residents. Th e annual tax revenue 
generated by Downtown properties has tripled over the 
past decade to a current high of $138 million, creating 
opportunities for our local governments to reinvest in 
major public spaces and infrastructure projects. 

Holiday Park, Huizenga Park Reimagined and Tunnel 
Top Park are just a few spaces that will benefi t from this 
public space renaissance. When complete, Downtown 
Fort Lauderdale will truly have a world-class network of 
premier public spaces that rival most world-class cities. I 
can’t wait to enjoy them all.

Th ere is so much to be proud of in Downtown Fort 
Lauderdale thanks to our City’s rise as a major economic 
engine and destination of choice. Whether walking along 
Riverwalk in the cooling shadows from new towers, or 
admiring our growing skyline from afar, Downtown Fort 
Lauderdale shines as a beacon of prosperity and a signal 
that our community is reaching new heights. 

To dive deeper into the economic impact of Downtown 
Fort Lauderdale, visit www.ddaft l.org/resources.  

DOWNTOWN FORT LAUDERDALE  
A BEACON OF PROSPERITY
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BROWARD CENTER

Slow Burn Theatre Co. 
INTO THE WOODS
OCTOBER 14–29 
Amaturo Theater

 Presented by American National Bank

PAM TILLIS 
NOVEMBER 4  

Abdo New River Room

ENCANTO:  
The Sing-Along Film Concert

NOVEMBER 10  
Au-Rene Theater

Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital  
Imagination Series

TAYLOR TOMLINSON  
Truist Comedy Series

NOVEMBER 2-3
Au-Rene Theater

WILLIAM SHATNER AND  
THE WRATH OF KAHN

NOVEMBER 9
Au-Rene Theater

SWITCHFOOT 
Cleveland Clinic Rock Series

OCTOBER 6
Wells Hall

MARISA MONTE
OCTOBER 12 & 13

Wells Hall

DUNGEON COURT
Not another D&D Podcast

NOVEMBER 17
Wells Hall

TODRICK HALL 
Velvet Rage

OCTOBER 9
Wells Hall

BRIAN CULBERTSON 
TD Bank Jazz Series 

NOVEMBER 2
Wells Hall 

TICKETS at BrowardCenter.org • ParkerPlayhouse.com 
Ticketmaster 954.462.0222

Broward Center’s AutoNation Box Office • Group Sales 954.660.6307 

Performances at the Broward Center and The Parker are supported by the Broward Performing Arts Foundation.

Bank of America Broadway  
in Fort Lauderdale 

FUNNY GIRL 
NOVEMBER 14-26  

Au-Rene Theater
Presenting Sponsor Nicklaus Children’s Hospital

DARREN CRISS
A Very Darren Crissmas

NOVEMBER 28
Wells Hall

Presented by  
American National Bank S E R I E S

S E R I E S

6681_GoRiverwalk_OCT.NOV_Parker_BCPA_Combo.indd   1 9/12/23   3:41 PM



Nestled in the heart of coastal Fort Lauderdale, the 
upcoming Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show 
from Oct. 25 to 29 promises to be a testament to 

maritime excellence. Beyond the awe-inspiring spectacle of 
boats, yachts and marine accessories, the show epitomizes 
the symbiotic relationship between community and 
commerce. Serving as a mecca for maritime enthusiasts 
worldwide, the event, which marks its 64th anniversary 
this year, proudly stands as the jewel in the crown of Fort 
Lauderdale — the undisputed yachting capital of the world.

From its origin in the 1960s, the Boat Show has 
undergone a remarkable transformation. What started 
as a modest assembly of yacht brokers at the Lauderdale 
Yacht Club has burgeoned into a global phenomenon, 
consistently reaffi  rming its position as the pinnacle of 
boating events across the globe. Every year, the show 
draws afi cionados, industry stalwarts and newbies alike, 
captivated by the world of maritime wonders.

In a broader context, the boat show's signifi cance 
is highlighted by the recent report from the Marine 
Industries Association of South Florida (MIASF). 
Th is data underscores the pivotal role of the maritime 
sector in Fort Lauderdale’s economy. Responsible for 
generating a staggering 141,860 jobs across South 

Florida, the industry's impact is further evidenced by 
Fort Lauderdale's stellar performance in job growth, 
especially in trade, transportation and utilities sectors, 
outpacing many other metropolitan areas.

Florida's marine dominance is not limited to 
employment fi gures. Th e state holds a record for the 
most registered recreational boats in the U.S., boasting 
an impressive 1.2 million, excluding foreign-fl agged 
vessels. Zooming into Broward County, 47,741 of those 
boats are registered here, off ering the denizens of Fort 
Lauderdale a plethora of water-based recreational 
opportunities. Th is maritime prevalence accentuates the 
region's identity, making water activities an integral part 
of life and enhancing its attraction as a living and holiday 
destination.

Broward County's economy is thriving. Th e 2023 
data refl ects a commendable unemployment rate of 3 
percent, a smidge better than Florida's average. Th is 
fi gure resonates positively, considering the expanding 
labor force of 1,102,534, an uptick from the previous year. 
However, it's essential to recognize that this economic 
prosperity isn't solely credited to the maritime sector. 
Multiple sectors, from professional and business services 
to leisure and hospitality, have demonstrated robust 

job growth, illustrating the 
region's diverse and dynamic 
economic fabric.

In essence, the Fort 
Lauderdale Boat Show is 
emblematic of the city's 
spirit — a harmonious blend 
of tradition, innovation and 
ambition. As the city gears 
up for this year's edition, it 
isn't merely about boats. It's 
about celebrating a rich legacy, 
fostering community ties 
and igniting economic vigor. 
For attendees, it off ers an 
experience steeped in heritage 
and forward-thinking, 
mirroring the essence of 
Fort Lauderdale itself: a city 
that cherishes its past while 
confi dently sailing into the 
future. 

F R OM 100 T H  D I S T R IC T  S TAT E  R EP R E S EN TAT I V E

MARINE DOMINANCE  
BOAT SHOW HELPS DRIVE FORT LAUDERDALE'S ECONOMY

BY REPRESENTATIVE CHIP LAMARCA
 District 100
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OPENING EARLY FALL!

INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

Contact us to schedule an 
appointment to learn more about 

our stunning community! 

Call (954) 245-0727, visit 
AllegroFortLauderdale.com, 
or scan the QR code.  

Harmonizing
Luxury and Lifestyle

Live Beautifully at Allegro Fort Lauderdale

Assisted Living Facility License Pending

G O R I V E R W A L K . C O M   •     O C T O B E R   2 0 2 3    2 7
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T R A N S P O R TAT I O N
BY KRISTIN THOMPSON

City of Fort Lauderdale
Transportation Division Manager

RENOVATING PARKING LOTS  
PARKING IMPROVEMENTS THROUGHOUT FORT LAUDERDALE

T  he Transportation and Mobility Department is 
reinvesting in City assets by creating a program 
designed specifi cally to cater to the rehabilitation 

of our parking facilities. With the City owning more 
than 11,000 parking spaces, 45 lots and four garages, 
it was imperative to create a robust maintenance 
and beautifi cation program to enhance the safety, 
functionality and the overall aesthetic of our City lots. 
Th e City is implementing a handful of projects to jump 
start our rehabilitation eff ort for parking facilities. Th e 
elements that are the focus of the improvements include 
but are not limited to:

Landscaping: Improvements include maintenance of 
existing landscaping, repair of irrigation systems, 
installation of new landscape elements to create a 
more consistent look and feel around the perimeter of 
the lots and replacing gravel and loose rocks within 
existing medians with stamped concrete and planters.

Drainage: It was identifi ed that there were clogged 
drains within some of our lots. Improvements 
will include cleaning out existing drains, pitch 
adjustments and replacing the storm grates.

Asphalt repair: Asphalt milling and resurfacing 
for spot maintenance and full lot rehabilitation, 
pavement marking refurbishment and grade 
corrections as needed. 

EV charging tie-Ins: To adapt to the increase in 
demand for electric vehicles, we intend to Install 
EV charging tie-ins for future EV charging stations 
throughout the parking lots. 

Signage/wayfi nding: Installing parking wayfi nding 
signage and upgrading parking monument signs.

New meter system: TAM is converting individual 
meters to a more streamlined parking permit 
process via parking kiosks and pay-by-phone 
instructional signage. 

Safety improvements: Structural assessments and 
standard repairs are underway to ensure all lots 
remain safe and functional for our neighbors. 
Improvements include new stair railing, wheel-stop 
replacements and high-visibility safety signage. 

Median improvements: We are increasing utilization 
of our lots by improving the turning radii, 
installing stamped concrete for beautifi cation and 
electrical receptacle for special event usage.

Artwork/murals: Our staff  is looking to further 
enhance the beautifi cation eff orts by incorporating 
artwork elements to the parking lots where 
applicable.

Th ese parking improvement projects will be 
implemented throughout the City this year, at these 
locations: 
• Venice Lot (248 S.E. 13th Ave. – Las Olas Shops)
• Pelican Lots (248 S.E. 15th Ave. Las Olas Shops)
• Commercial Road Parking Improvements 

(Commercial Boulevard Lots between NE 24th 
Terrace and the Intra-coastal Waterway)

• City Hall Garage (200 N.E. 2nd St.)
• Riverwalk Garage (150 S.E. Second St.)
• Fort Lauderdale Beach Park Parking Lot (651 

Seabreeze Blvd.)
• Temporary Fire Station #13 (3109 Vistamar St.)

If you have any questions regarding or parking 
services, please each out to: 

City of Fort Lauderdale Parking Services
290 N.E. 3rd Ave.
Fort Lauderdale33301
Offi  ce Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday

If you require assistance, please call the parking 
services team at (954) 828-3700.  
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As we welcome the arts season in our region, I’m 
excited to invite the community to the Cultural 
Division’s inaugural State of the Arts address. Just 

as the State of the Union delivers a message about the 
current condition of the nation, our State of the Arts 
will deliver key information about our local creative 
economy as well as news, progress, and priorities for 
the upcoming year.

Please join us Thursday, Oct. 26, at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Mary N. Porter Ballroom at the Broward Center for 
the Performing Arts to hear exciting updates on the 
Cultural Division’s recent and upcoming projects, 
learn the findings of the latest Arts and Economic 
Prosperity study and celebrate our community’s 
achievements and path forward.

Speakers include Broward County Mayor Lamar 
Fisher and Senator Steve Geller, who will discuss the 
transformative power of the arts and the pivotal role 
they play in shaping the county's identity. 

In addition to showcasing the achievements and 
contributions of the arts sector, we are also actively 
charting a course for its continued growth and 
development. This event couldn't come at a more 

crucial time, as the arts have played an integral role 
in bringing inspiration to Broward County residents 
during challenging times.

The State of the Arts address is not just a one-time 
event; it signifies a renewed commitment to fostering 
a thriving arts community in Broward County. The 
discussions and ideas generated here will lay the 
groundwork for future initiatives, ensuring that 
the arts continue to f lourish and enrich the lives of 
residents for years to come.

As we take this exciting step forward, we invite 
everyone to join in the celebration of Broward 
County’s vibrant arts scene. Mark your calendars for 
Oct. 26 and be part of the historic first State of the 
Arts address – an event that promises to reaffirm 
Broward County's position as a cultural epicenter for 
South Florida and beyond.

The event will begin at 9:30 a.m., with the address 
at 10 a.m. Complimentary parking is available in the 
A&E Garage, with valet parking available. Scan the 
QR code in the graphic to RSVP to the free event. We 
look forward to welcoming the community to this 
celebration of arts and culture in Broward.  

C U LT U R A L LY  S P E A K I N G
BY PHILLIP DUNLAP 

Director, 
Broward Cultural Division

THRIVING ARTS COMMUNITY 
AN INVITATION TO BROWARD COUNTY'S INAUGURAL STATE OF THE ARTS ADDRESS
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OCTOBER,  26
D O O R S  -  9 : 3 0 A M  •  P R O G R A M  -  1 0 A M

BROWARD CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 
MARY N. PORTER RIVERVIEW BALLROOM
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BEST RENTAL SERVICE  
THE ONE-STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR RENTAL NEEDS

BY MADELAINE K. BOYER

From birthdays and weddings to graduations and baby 
showers, there are a lot of special moments in life worth 
celebrating. Yet, when it comes to the actual planning 

part of these celebrations, there’s a lot to consider which 
can be daunting. Not everyone enjoys the planning process 
and who can blame them? It’s a lot of work. But for those 
like Jeanna Handal, owner of Best Rental Service in Fort 
Lauderdale, event planning is where her talents truly shine. 

“I've been throwing parties since I was honestly six or 
seven years old. It's just always been my biggest interest 
and my philosophy is life is only as good as your next big 
celebration,” she said.

Even though Handal has been at the center of parties and 
celebrations all her life, it took her a while to fi nd a career 
that best utilized her unique abilities. 

“I actually went to school for recreational leisure services 
with an emphasis on special events. Aft er getting my degree, 
I worked in many diff erent aspects of the hospitality industry 
from working in a hotel to starting my own charcuterie 
business called Th e Broad and the Board. But none of them 
were right for me, which only made me realize what I didn’t 
enjoy doing,” said Handal. However, when she learned 
from a family friend that he was looking to sell his rentals 
business, her interest was certainly piqued. 

“Our family friend Bob DeAngelo had originally owned 
Best Rental and when I was really searching for what I was 
going to do, I remember my dad always saying to me, ‘Don't 
worry, someday Bob will retire, and you can buy Best Rental.’ 

“In September of 2022, Bob retired and that’s exactly 

what I did,” she said. 
Now, only a year later, 
Handal has not only 
found a business where 
she can put her unique 
talents to good use, 
but she also off ers 
the best rental items for all kinds of celebrations at a fair 
price. From banquet tables and decor to food service items, 
Best Rental Service off ers much needed rentable items for 
any kind of event no matter how intimate or grand. In 
particular, customers can rent a variety of items including 
tent canopies, tables, chairs, dance fl oors, portable bars, 
cooking equipment, buff et table service items and more. 

Handal has set her sights higher than standard event 
rentals and hopes to expand her off erings to include rental 
items for larger scale themed parties and events. 

“I want to someday have my own venue where I can off er 
specialized and themed rental items. So, if you're having a 
70s themed party, I want to off er period piece furniture and 
décor for rent,” she said. “I want to acquire unique vintage 
items so you're not just relying on getting a backdrop and 
some balloons to make your party or event festive.”    

Carly Felix, showroom manager, 
and Jeanna Handal, owner

BEST RENTAL SERVICE
Owner: Jeanna Handal
Number of employees: 10
Address: 900 N.E. 13th St., Fort Lauderdale 
Phone: (954) 763-6581
Website: www.bestrentalservice.com
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November 11th, 2023 • 12:00 - 4:00pm
Esplanade Park

17th Annual

JOIN US FOR A “PAWSITIVLEY” GREAT AFTERNOON   
PEANUT BUTTER EATING CONTEST | DOGGIE FASHION SHOW 

PET-THEMED VENDORS | ANIMAL RESCUES
ADMISSION IS FREE 

BOW WOW VIP SPONSORED BY TITO’S VODKA
FOOD TRUCKS | MUSIC | AND MORE…

REGISTER AT:
  https://tinyurl.com/RWMUTTS2023

For sponsorship opportunities call Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale at (954) 468-1541

SPONSORS
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Downtown Fort Lauderdale continues to reach 
milestones with great ingredients to prosper for 
decades to come.

A recent report issued by the Downtown Development 
Authority stated that the economic output of our urban 
core was $35.70 billion supporting 199,171 jobs in 2022. 
In just real estate activity, the report indicated a total 
economic output of $5.33 billion with $138.2 million in 
property taxes being paid.

To give you some perspective, in 2010 the Broward 
County Property Appraiser recorded $49 million in 
property taxes from Downtown.

Th e area covers 2.2 square miles, hosts 22 percent of 
all employment in Broward County, and its economic 
output has increased 20 percent since 2019.

With this type of output, Downtown Fort Lauderdale 
is on par with Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International 
Airport and Port Everglades at $37 billion and $33 
billion pre-pandemic respectively.

Th e top 10 industries in Downtown by economic 
output are:
1.     Air transportation
2.     Real estate
3.     Owner-occupied dwellings
4.     Legal services
5.     Retail-nonstore retailers
6.     Insurance agencies and related activities
7.     Management consulting services
8.     Other fi nancial investment activities
9.     Other local government enterprises
10.  Securities and commodity contracts brokerage

All this sets up nicely for future enhancements to the 
greater Downtown area both south and north of the 
New River; however, there will be some short-term lag 
as institutional fi nance maintains a “survive until 25” 
perspective. 

Headwinds for commercial development play out in 
key areas, according to one developer: interest rates and 
their fl uctuations remain key; upward pressure on other 
costs like property insurance; rising construction costs, 
though these have begun to settle; and higher capital 
requirements placed on institutional investors with the 
Fed tightening oversight of risk weighted assets.

Currently, there is delivery of 37,000 multifamily units 
in the region which is the most in our history. Beyond 
that, developers are looking for opportunities in retail, 
industrial and multi-family where land is available.

Offi  ce construction continues to have a Covid 
hangover and is reestablishing size and scope. Colin 
Connolly, president and CEO of Cousins Properties, 
suggested in a recent podcast that “trophy lifestyle 
offi  ces” outperform “the overbuilt and under-
demolished” broader offi  ce market.

It remains to be seen if back-to-work from Covid will 
have a lasting impact as employees continue to be called 
back. What is clear is that employers are reducing their 
physical plant footprint, some as much as 20 percent, 
while desiring increased amenities (trophy offi  ce).

In short, fi nancial markets notwithstanding, look for a 
continuation of projects to be built, restaurants to open, 
amenities to compliment lifestyle and more individuals 
attracted to our exceptional location as we continue to 
be the place you never want to leave.    

BY DAN LINDBLADE 
President/CEO,

Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce

ECONOMIC SNAPSHOT  
A NICE SET UP FOR FUTURE ENHANCEMENTS TO DOWNTOWN

L O C A L  E C O N O M I C S

3 2      O C T O B E R   2 0 2 3   •   G O R I V E R W A L K . C O M



WINTERFEST

DECEMBER 16

OFFICIAL BANK OF WINTERFEST

EVENT & TICKET INFORMATION | 954-767-0686 | WinterfestParade.com

CELEBRATE WITH WINTERFEST

SAVOR THE 
SEASON PARTY

NOVEMBER 4
$150 per person

FAMILY FUN DAY 
NOVEMBER 19

Free Event

BLACK TIE BALL
DECEMBER 9

Tables start at $4,000

GRAND MARSHAL
RECEPTION
DECEMBER 15

Sponsorship is your ticket in

SEMINOLE  HARD ROCK
WINTERFEST
BOAT PARADE
DECEMBER 16

$25-30 tickets

Be a part of the “Best Show on H2O”
Become a Partner - Brand & Entertain 
Clients with Winterfest!

A few of this year’s memorable entries:

• FLOATING CONCERT SHOWBOAT 
with ALEXANDER STAR + 
THE GOLDEN PEOPLE

• KARAOKE SING-ALONG entry 
and so many more.

Own a boat? Decorate and join this 
holiday tradition with your family and 
friends! Or ask about a Holiday Party 
Boat or Parade Viewing Package.

Tickets on Sale NOW!

”

DON’T MISS THE BOAT • JOIN THE PARADE
PA R T N E R  •  PA R T I C I PA N T  •  PA R T Y- G O E R



It's no surprise that Fort Lauderdale’s business community is 
comprised of large and small companies that depend on water 
to thrive. With bodies of water in every direction, including the 

New River, Atlantic Ocean, Intracoastal Waterway and countless 
lakes and tributaries, our economy has grown and thrived because 
of this aquatic bounty with which we are blessed. 

And all this water has naturally grown an economy reliant on 
it. Yet the number of water-dependent businesses is vaster than 
you may think. While the obvious, highly visible entities like 
marinas, yacht brokers and boat yards come to mind, there are 
hundreds of small businesses equally dependent on our area’s 
waterways. 

Together, all these companies are the driving force behind the 
marine industry’s annual contribution of $18.5 billion in revenue 
and 142,000 jobs to the overall state economy. Broward County’s 
marine industry alone account for $9.9 billion of this total.

So, who are these large and small businesses that contribute so 
greatly to the state’s economic growth? You can fi nd more than 
400 water-related businesses spanning 122 diff erent business 
categories in the South Florida Marine Directory. Th is yearly 
publication is published by the Marine Industries Association of 
South Florida (MIASF) and introduces readers to the MIASF-
member businesses who make their livings from the water. 

Th e latest directory is debuted at the Fort Lauderdale 
International Boat Show each year, where you can get your own 
copy. If you miss it there, the directory is also distributed by local 
marinas and marine businesses throughout the year. No matter 
where you are, you can always access the information online too.

While the directory is a handy resource to quickly fi nd the 
companies that can help you solve a boating-related need, it is 
also a great educational tool. It demonstrates that our industry 
goes far deeper than the usual boat yards and yacht brokers that 
come to mind when you hear the phrase marine industry. 

In one comprehensive place, you quickly discover that 
countless small businesses are a big part of our industry’s annual 
economic contribution of revenue and jobs. From anchors to 
ZF gears, there’s a company in the directory that can solve your 
boat-related needs.

Need to fi t custom blinds for your boat? Th ere are companies 
that can do that. Need crew and someone to manage payroll for 
them? You can fi nd businesses that take those responsibilities 
off  your plate. Tanks overdue for a deep clean? Keep your hands 
clean, there’s a company that can take care of it for you. You get 
the idea. 

Th ere are hundreds of companies that solve the common and 
not-so-obvious needs of boats that frequent our waterways. And 
you can fi nd them in the South Florida Marine Directory.  
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THE BUSINESS OF WATER  
IT GOES DEEPER THAN YOU THINK

BY PHIL PURCELL
CEO/President, Marine Industries Association of South Florida

Writer Liz Wegerer

M A R I N E  I N D U S T R I E S
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F R O M  Y O U R  P R O P E R T Y  A P P R A I S E R

2024 HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS  
BROWARD COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER UPDATES

BY MARTY KIAR 
Property Appraiser

Broward County

If you applied and were approved for Homestead 
Exemption for the 2024 tax year, this exemption will be 
posted to your property record online in December. Once 

approved, Homestead Exemption automatically renews 
each year provided there is no change in the ownership 
or use of the property. You do not need to reapply for 
Homestead Exemption annually once you have been 
approved. 

Did You Acquire or Take Ownership of Your Property 
in 2023?

If you acquired your home in 2023 and there were 
exemptions showing on your 2023 TRIM (proposed tax) 
Notice, these exemptions refl ect the previous owner’s 
exemption status and will be removed at the end of 
this year. If you believe you qualify for Homestead 
Exemption or any other tax-saving exemptions at this 
property, you must complete an application in your 
name. Homestead Exemption does not automatically 
transfer from one property to another. You can easily 

apply for all exemptions online at https://web.bcpa.net/
bcpaclient/#/Homestead. Th e timely deadline to apply 
for all 2024 exemptions is March 1, 2024. For additional 
information on Homestead and other exemption fi ling, 
please call (954) 357-6830. 

Owner Alert Text Notifi cations
 Property owners who have registered for 

Owner Alert can now subscribe for text message 
notifications. Subscribers will receive a text message 
if a change of ownership has been processed by our 
office along with a link to the recorded document 
changing the ownership. To register for Owner Alert 
or subscribe for text messaging, please visit https://
web.bcpa.net/owneralert. 

If my office can ever be of assistance to you, please 
do not hesitate to contact me directly at martykiar@
bcpa.net.  

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
JA

SO
N

 L
EI

D
Y

3 6      O C T O B E R   2 0 2 3   •   G O R I V E R W A L K . C O M





FORT LAUDERDALE YACHT TRENDS
THE YACHTING CAPITAL OF THE WORLD BOASTS BIG BUSINESS FOR BOATERS 

WRITER  MADELAINE K. BOYER
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Fort Lauderdale is known as the yachting capital of 
the world. Even though many other international 
destinations have vied for this dazzling title, they have 

all fallen short of the South Florida city which is home to 
roughly 50,000 boats and sees more than more than 2,000 
superyachts pass through its waters annually. 

However, no one in this distinguished industry ever could 
have predicted the boom in sales experienced during Covid.

According to Boat International, there were more than 
1,000 superyachts on global order books in 2022 – a rise of 
24.7% compared to the previous year. Also, last year was 
the third consistent year of ordering growth, and industry 
experts expect this trend to continue in 2023. 

“Demand definitely shot up during Covid,” said Bob 
Denison, yacht broker and owner of Denison Yachts.

“I think there were a lot of people who were on the fence 
about the whole crazy notion of buying a yacht and when 
Covid occurred, people were looking for a really cool, fun, 
safe thing to do outdoors and yachting was one of those 
things at the top of the list.”

Since that initial boom, sales in the premier yachting 
destination that is Fort Lauderdale have stayed steady with 

yacht buyers setting new trends when it comes to what 
they’re looking for in a yacht. 

“The biggest trend we’re seeing in what people are looking 
for when purchasing a yacht is a lot more interaction with 
the water,” said Thom Conboy, North American sales 
director for Heesen Yachts.

“People are a lot more active today and want to do more 
than just sit on the back deck and eat dinner. They want to 
actually enjoy the water, take Seabobs and jet skis out, have 
slides off the back, and take their yachts to the beach clubs.”

One trend that hasn’t changed all that much though is the 
demographic of yacht buyers. This is no surprise, however, 
with most of the yacht sales done through high-end yacht 
brokers being anywhere between $20 million and $100 
million on average for a yacht. 

With that kind of sticker price, it takes a certain type of client 
to be able to afford the luxury of owning a yacht. “To afford 
this type of purchase, you would have either had to work your 
whole life, built a successful company and sold it, or something 
of that nature to generate the kind of cash flow where you can 
enjoy spending it. For that reason, the bulk of our buyers are 
somewhere between the ages of 55 and 75,” said Conboy.
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Many high-end yacht clients are not local.
“We get quite a bit of clients who fly in from out of state and definitely 

a lot of people flying in from out of the country who descend upon South 
Florida to buy a boat,” Denison said. “Fort Lauderdale is called the yachting 
capital of the world for a reason because it really is home to more boats and 
yachts than any other city in the world.”

What Defines a Yacht?
The term “yacht” is often passed around somewhat casually when 

referring to any boat that seems larger than life. However, what actually 
makes a boat technically considered a yacht? Well, there are a few things 
that truly set the boats aside from the yachts and the superyachts apart 
from even the illustrious megayachts and gigayachts.

First, the easiest determining factor is size. Yachts can range from about 35 
feet to up to 120 feet in length. Yet, anything from 120 to 200 feet would be 
considered a superyacht. 

Even though most yachts for sale here in Fort Lauderdale are typically 
found somewhere in the yacht and superyacht sizing, there is an entirely 
different, more elite class of yachts – mega and gigayachts. For a boat to be 
a megayacht, it has to be more than 200 feet whereas boats reaching over 
300 feet in length are referred to as gigayachts.

The other specification that sets a style of yacht apart from one another 
is, in fact, price. For most, when thinking of buying a yacht, superyacht or 
megayacht, price begins to seem inconsequential. But when understanding 
what classifies one yacht from another, price does impact the category in 
which each one falls. The smallest category of yachts can be purchased for 
anywhere between $100,000 to upwards of $10 million. Once you get into 
the larger class of yachts, the price goes up exponentially. 

“If you take a 160-foot yacht, you're not buying anything relatively new 
for under $30 million,” said Conboy of Heesen Yachts.

“Then if you go from a 160-foot boat to a 200-foot boat, it's double the 
volume which means you’re now looking at over $100 million.” 

Outside of those yacht classes, mega and gigayachts can be found in a 
price category reserved solely for only a small class of people with these 
yachts being sold in the $200 million to $800 million price range.  



MARK YOUR CALENDARS
A LIST OF UPCOMING WINTERFEST BOAT PARADE EVENTS 

WRITER  LYNN PEITHMAN STOCK

The holidays will be here before we know it, and a 
sure sign of winter approaching is a whirlwind of 
activities surrounding the Winterfest Boat Parade. 

While the boat parade itself does not sail through our 
waterways until Dec. 16, several other events are planned 
as part of the celebration.

Here’s a look: 

Winterfest Launch Party
Saturday, Oct. 14
By invitation only; for Winterfest sponsors.

October Happy Hour
Wednesday, Oct. 18 | 5 to 7 p.m.
The Historic Downtowner
10 S. New River Drive East, Fort Lauderdale

Savor the Winterfest Season Party
Saturday, Nov. 4 | 7 to 10 p.m.
600 Isle Of Palms Drive, Fort Lauderdale

November Happy Hour
Wednesday, Oct. 15 | 5 to 7 p.m.
Bokampers Sports Bar and Grill
3115 N.E. 32nd Ave., Fort Lauderdale

Family Fun Day
Sunday, Nov. 19 | 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Esplanade Park
400 S.W. 2nd St., Fort Lauderdale

Black Tie Ball
Saturday, Dec. 9 | 6 to 11:55 p.m.
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
1 Seminole Way, Hollywood

Skippers’ Meeting
Tuesday, Dec. 12
For boaters in the parade.

Control Boat Meeting
Wednesday, Dec. 13
For control boaters, parade spotters and ham operators 
in the parade.

Grand Marshal Reception
Friday, Dec. 15
By invitation only.

Parade Viewing Area
Saturday, Dec. 16 | 4 to 10 p.m.
Las Olas Intracoastal Promenade Park
300 Las Olas Circle, Fort Lauderdale

VIP Viewing Party
Saturday, Dec. 16
By invitation only.

The Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest Boat Parade
Saturday, Dec. 16 | 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
12 miles on the water, starting in Fort Lauderdale’s 
Downtown, traveling east on the New River and north 
on the Intracoastal Waterway to Lake Santa Barbara in 
Pompano Beach.

For tickets, go to www.winterfestparade.com. 
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For additional information, visit smark.com  |  954.523.1980  |  design@smark.com

Your Publication Design Experts!

CELEBR ATING 36 YEARSCELEBR ATING 36 YEARS

GO RIVERWALK

G R A P H I C / W E B  D E S I G N  A G E N C Y
&  P U B L I S H E R :  G O  R I V E R W A L K  M A G A Z I N E

THE SOBER WORLD

TAM - A - GR AM

GREATER FORT LAUDERDALE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE



4 2      O C T O B E R   2 0 2 3   •   G O R I V E R W A L K . C O M

PH
O

TO
S 

BY
 J

A
SO

N
 L

EI
D

Y

Kamper's Kitchen is a small boutique catering company that specializes in gourmet charcuterie boards, gift  boxes, 
grazing tables and hands-on workshops. All creations are thoughtfully curated and the perfect way to bring your 
guests together for any occasion. 

Designed as either a cocktail hour snack or to supplement a meal, grazing tables are personalized for your 
event theme and include all of the beautiful serving platters, utensils, elevation, fresh greenery, f lorals and 
décor. Customize a brunch, lunch or cocktail-style menu with your choice of appetizers, salads, sandwiches, 
carved meats, seafood, specialty desserts and more. If you prefer to have something delivered or picked up, 
the to-go boards and gift boxes are perfect for boat rides, cocktail parties, holiday hosting, bachelorettes and 
everything in between. 

 I sat down with Alexandra Kamper, the owner and designer of Kamper’s Kitchen for a conversation. Our 
interview has been edited for length and clarity. 

CHARCUTERIE AND CHEER
AN INTERVIEW WITH THE CREATIVE ALEXANDRA KAMPER OF KAMPER’S KITCHEN

WRITER  RENÉE K. QUINN

RENÉE K. QUINN

#B I T E S + S I P S



CHECK OUT WWW.GORIVERWALK.COM FOR 
MORE SPIRITED # B I T E S +SIPS AND RECIPES. 
JOIN RENÉEʼS #CONSPIRITORS BY FOLLOWING HER 
ON TWITTER AND INSTAGRAM (@SPIRITEDSFL) 
AND HER FACEBOOK PAGE, SPIRITED SOUTH 
FLORIDA. REMEMBER TO #DRINKRESPONSIBLY 
#GETSPIRITEDSOUTHFLORIDA

G O R I V E R W A L K . C O M   •     O C T O B E R   2 0 2 3    4 3

What’s the biggest risk you’ve ever taken?
Leaving my full-time events coordinator position of eight years at Hugh’s 

Culinary to pursue Kamper’s Kitchen full time. Not knowing if I would be able 
to build my own client base and stay busy enough to support myself throughout 
the year was one of my biggest fears. I took the leap of faith in October 2021 and 
word of mouth spread quickly. Before I knew it, I was busier than I could have 
ever imagined. Over the last two years, I have continued to build an amazing 
client base and have met so many wonderful connections along the way.

Who are your role models or mentors?
My dad would have to be my biggest role model and mentor. As a self-

employed advertising photographer, he has taught me the meaning of hard 
work and the value in pursing my passion, even if that meant ending another. 
Growing up around his styled photo shoots inf luenced my attention to detail 
and sparked my love for culinary styling and food photography. He has taught 
me so much about running a business on my own and how to juggle multiple 
hats on a daily basis. He’s my first call when I am in a pickle and have locked 
my keys in my car at an event or accidentally forgot some key ingredients. His 
favorite phrase is “that’s what dads are for!” and I would not be where I am 
today without him.

What does success look like for you?
Success to me is being able to wake up every day and do something that I love. It’s the freedom of being able to 

evolve and grow my business while still achieving my personal goals. I have the privilege of working with clients on 
some of the most memorable and important occasions in their lives. Even after 16-hour days in the kitchen, it brings 
me so much joy to see guests’ expressions as they walk through the door. That feeling right there is success to me.

What’s the best book you’ve read this year?
“Salt Fat Acid Heat” by Samin Nosrat.

What’s in your home bar?
All the ingredients for a dang good lychee martini and always a good Cabernet.

What music complements your style?
This is quite possibly the hardest question I’ve been asked in an interview. My style depends on how I am feeling 

on that particular day. Some days I’d describe it as a mix between Jack Johnson, Dave Matthews, Zach Bryan and Bob 
Marley. On other days, I could 
totally go Greta Van Fleet, The 
Beatles, Red Hot Chili Peppers 
and I never turn down a fun 
tropical house mix!

CONNECT WITH ALEX 
www.instagram.com/kampers_kitchen
www.kamperskitchen.com



E V E N T S  C O N N E C T I O N

GENERAL EVENTS
  OCTOBER 1

7th Annual Adaptive Bowl-A-Thon
Benefi tting Memorial Rehabilitation 
Institute and Memorial Foundation
Memorial Rehabilitation Institute
SpareZ Bowling Center
954-265-3454
www.memoriarehablbowlathon.com

  OCTOBER 1&3
Curtain Up! The Music of John Williams
The award-winning composer known for 
his iconic fi lm scores
Symphony of the Americas
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-335-7002
www.sota.org

  OCTOBER 3
Toad the Wet Sprocket
With their new album All You Want
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

 

Titãs: Encontro Tour
The Brazilian supergroup
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

  OCTOBER 5
Hot Tuna Electric
A psychedelic-blues institution
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

 
Seu Jorge and Daniel Jobim
Performing Tom Jobim
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

 
Seas the Night
Benefi ting Freedom Waters Foundation
Coral Ridge Yacht Club
954-448-6590
www.freedomwatersfoundation.org

  OCTOBER 6
Sole Perception Exhibit Opening
ArtServe’s Annual Members and 
Resident Artists’ Exhibit 
ArtServe
954-462-8190
www.ArtServe.org

 
Michelle Buteau
Full Heart, Tight Jeans Tour
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

 

Switchfoot
The Beautiful Letdown 20th Anniversary Tour
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

 
Matt Rife: ProbleMATTic World Tour
One of the fastest-growing comedians
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

  OCTOBER 7
Big Toy & Truck Extravaganza
View, climb aboard and operate your 
favorite big truck
City of Fort Lauderdale
Holiday Park
954-828-5568
www.parks.fortlauderdale.gov

 
Blue October
The late-90’s alt rock legends
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

 
Déjà Vu Rock of Ages
Multi-platinum global music superstar 
Bret Michaels to headline
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Broward
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-805-0361
www.bbbsbroward.org

 
NAMIWalks Broward County
Raising funds and awareness for mental health
NAMI Broward
Nova Southeastern University
954-292-4424
www.namiwalks.org/browardcounty

 
Arts Ballet Theatre of Florida
Classical and neoclassical ballets
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

  OCTOBER 8
The Wheeland Brothers
Two California surfers who grew up 
where the concrete meets the sand
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

 

Morrissey: 40 Years of Morrissey
The British pop legend
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

  OCTOBER 9
Todrick Hall: Velvet Rage
The internet sensation, television 
superstar and Broadway showstopper
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

  OCTOBER 12
Eat Your Heart Out Culinary Feast 
Benefi ting Heart Gallery of Broward 
County
Galleria Fort Lauderdale
954-918-3008
www.heartgalleryofbroward.org

  OCTOBER 12&13
Marisa Monte
One of Brazil’s most internationally 
acclaimed stars
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

  OCTOBER 14
DJ Adoni y Sus Amigos
Emblematic Dominican DJ
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

 
#FLOtheLOVEofMUSIC
A spoken word journey with Jerris 
QuickThePoet Evans 
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

  OCTOBER 16
The Maestra’s Masters
Benefi ting the Symphony in the Schools 
music education program
South Florida Symphony Orchestra
Jarcanda Golf Club
954-522-8445
www.southfl oridasymphony.org

  OCTOBER 21
Riverwalk Fall Festival
Celebrate all things fall
Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale
Esplanade Park
954-468-1541
www.goriverwalk.com

 
LauderBOO
Spooktacular family event with trick-or-
treating and carnival games
City of Fort Lauderdale
Snyder Park
954-828-5568
www.parks.fortlauderdale.gov

 
Craft Fair
Sell or browse handmade crafts
Historic Stranahan House Museum
954-524-4736
www.stranahanhouse.org

 
Celebrating a Legacy of 
Discovery Gala
An elegant evening honoring JM Family 
Enterprises 
Museum of Discovery and Science
954-467-6637
www.mods.org

 
Hotel California
A Salute to the Eagles
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

 

Keith Urban
The country superstar
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

  OCTOBER 25-29

Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show
The world's largest on-water boat show!
Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show
Locations vary
954-463-6762
www.fl ibs.com

  OCTOBER 26
Arts Mean Business Speaker Series 
Featuring fi gurative painter and muralist 
Elio Mercado/Evoca1
Business for Arts Broward
BBX Capital
972-302-5786
www.bfabroward.org

 
The Fire of Anatolia
Regarded as one of the best dance 
groups of the world 
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

  OCTOBER 27

Nightmare in the Park
Terrifying drive through a haunted park  
with suspenseful scares
City of Fort Lauderdale
Snyder Park
954-828-5568
www.parks.fortlauderdale.gov

 
6th Annual Signature Grand Heroes 
Luncheon
Benefi ting FLITE Center
FLITE Center
Signature Grand
954-530-4686
www.fl itecenter.org

 
The Magic City Blues Festival
Musical storytelling filled with stark emotion
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

  OCTOBER 28
An Evening with John Legend
A special solo performance featuring 
songs and stories
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

 
Heather McMahan
The Comeback Tour
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

OCTOBER 28&29
Spooktacular Science
Discover creepy critters and create your 
own haunted house 
Museum of Discovery and Science
954-467-6637
www.mods.org

OCTOBER 29
Sammy Hagar & The Circle
The rock ‘n roll star of Montrose and Van 
Valen fame
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

OCTOBER 31
MANÁ: Mexico Lindo y Querido
The legendary Mexican band
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

NOVEMBER 1
Audacy’s Stars and Strings
Annual country concert that raises 
money for mental health and veterans
KISS Country 99.9
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com
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FOR ADDITIONAL EVENTS, CHECK 
THE GREATER FORT LAUDERDALE EVENTS CALENDAR:

www.goriverwalk.com/events/greater-fort-lauderdale-event-calendar

 
Lukas Nelson & POTR: Sticks and Stones
Sticks and Stones was written with the 
hope of bringing people together
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

NOVEMBER 2
Albert Cummings
An evening of healing and inspiration
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

 

Brian Culbertson: The Trilogy Tour
The eclectic multi-instrumentalist, 
songwriter and producer
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

NOVEMBER 2&3
Taylor Tomlinson: The Have it All Tour
Netfl ix stand-up comedian from the 
Forbes 30 Under 30 list 
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

NOVEMBER 4

Florida Day of the Dead Celebration
Cultural festival and stroll featuring 
traditional mexican entertainment
Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale & Puppet 
Network
Esplanade Park
954-468-1541
www.goriverwalk.com

 
Day of the Dead Street Festival
Street Festival featuring traditional 
Mexican food, drink and music
3J Hospitality
SW 3rd Ave, Fort Lauderdale
www.jointherevolution.net

 

14th Annual Ghost Light Society Soirée
Experience Moonlight in Morocco
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

 
Craftapalooza: Creativity for All
Unleash your creativity and immerse 
yourself in the art of do-it-yourself crafts
Broward County Library
Broward County Main Library
954-357-7443
www.broward.org/library

 
Walk with Friends
4-mile walk to raise funds for Friends of 
Birch State Park
Friends of Birch State Park
Birch State Park
954-566-0660
www.birchstatepark.org

 
Fort Lauderdale Kidney Walk
An event about people coming together 
to celebrate life and each other
National Kidney Foundation of Florida
Plantation Central Park
954-947-4033
www.kidneyfl .org  
Pam Tillis
Daughter of country music legend Mel Tillis
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org  
John Hiatt
November 4
An acoustic evening 
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org  
Broward College Fundraising Dinner 
Benefi ting Broward College 
Foundation’s General Scholarship Fund
Broward College Alumni & Friends
Regina’s Farm
954-201-7414
www.browardcollegefoundation.org

NOVEMBER 5
Here Come the Mummies
A nine-piece funk-rock band of 
5,000-year-old Egyptian Mummies
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

NOVEMBER 6
Graham Nash
The founding member of both the Hollies 
and Crosby, Stills and Nash
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

NOVEMBER 9
Light Up Lauderdale – Get Lit
Celebrate the start of the holiday season 
with the fi rst Light Up event
City of Fort Lauderdale & 
Riverwalk
Esplanade Park
954-468-1541
www.parks.fortlauderdale.gov  
William Shatner, Live on Stage
Following a screening of “Star Trek II: 
The Wrath of Khan”
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org  
Tinsley Ellis and Marcia Ball
Acoustic songs & stories
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org  
Bill Burr Live
The Emmy and Grammy-nominated comedian
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

NOVEMBER 10

George Lopez
Ground-breaking Latin comedian and actor
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
954-797-5531
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

NOVEMBER 11
Riverwalk Mutts & Martinis
A celebration of Riverwalk’s fur-iends 
with dress-up contest and more
Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale
Esplanade Park
954-468-1541
www.goriverwalk.com  
Breakfast with Our Otters
This VIP experience takes you to our 
North American river otter habitat
Museum of Discovery and Science
954-467-6637
www.mods.org  
John Waite: 40 Years of Missing You
With special guest Fastball (Unplugged)
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com  
Christopher Cross
One of the most successful adult 
contemporary artists of all time
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org  
Stavros Halkias
The Fat Rascal Tour
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

NOVEMBER 12
An Evening with Bruce Hornsby
25 years of Spirit Trail 
The Parker
954-462-0222
www.parkerplayhouse.com

NOVEMBER 15
2nd Annual South Florida Innovation Day
Further strengthening the South Florida 
innovation ecosystem
NSU Broward Center of Innovation
www.sfl innovationday.com

L IMI T ED  ENG A GEMEN T 

Annie
October 10-22
The best-loved musical of all time returns
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

 
Into The Woods
October 14-29
The Brothers Grimm epic fairytale
Slow Burn Theatre Co.
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

 

OUTshine LGBTQ+ Film Festival Fort 
Lauderdale
October 19-29
LGBTQ+ fi lm festival with a mission to 
inspire, entertain and educate
OUTshine Film Festival
Locations vary
877-766-8156
www.outshinefi lm.com

 
Planes, Trains and Automobiles 
Weekends 
Weekends through October
Explore the fun behind planes, trains and 
automobiles 
Museum of Discovery and Science
954-467-6637
www.mods.org

 
Fort Lauderdale International Film Festival
November 3-16
Take a break from ordinary fi lm
Locations vary
954-525-FILM
www.fl iff.com

 
Funny Girl
November 14-26
The sensational Broadway revival 
dazzles with celebrated classic songs
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
954-462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

 
Slime Time Weekends in November 
Weekends through November
Soothe stress, stimulate senses, and 
have some messy science fun
Museum of Discovery and Science
954-467-6637
www.ArtServe.org

 
Cosmic Mirrors
Through Fall 2023
Haitian art highlights from the collection
NSU Art Museum
954-525-5500
www.nsuartmuseum.org

 
Thomas the Train: Explore the Rails
Through January 15
Climb aboard and celebrate as the 
world’s most beloved #1 blue engine 
rolls into MODS
Joe DiMaggio's Children's Hospital
Museum of Discovery
954-467-6637
www.mods.org

ONGOING 

Programming for all ages:
• Arts and crafts
• Book club and storytime
• Education, literacy and writing
• Finances and career
• Technology and science
• Yoga, Tai Chi

954-357-6555
www.broward.org/library

 

Recreation for all ages: 
• After-school and Camps
• Camping, hiking and nature
• Swimming and water recreation
• Court games and sports fields
• Running, biking and fitness

954-357-8100
www.broward.org/parks
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E V E N T S  C O N N E C T I O N

 

Programming for all ages:
• Tennis, Aquatics & Athletics
• After-school & Camps
• Classes & Programs
• Cultural Arts & Club 55+

954-828-7275
www.parks.fortlauderdale.gov

 

Classes and Workshops:
• Adult Acting & Modeling
• Painting & Drawing
• Fitness & Tai Chi

954-462-8190
www.artserve.org

 
OutFit Training
Sundays-Fridays | Reservations required
Mobile training, group and private sessions
Various
www.outfi ttraining.com

 
EcoBoat Rentals 
Daily | Reservation required 
Cruise the Intracoastal Waterway in 
eco-friendly, electric boats
2525 Marina Bay Dr. W. 
954-5000-ECO
www.ecoboatsfl .com

Fort Lauderdale Segway Tours
Daily | Reservation required
Take a one or two-hour Segway tour on the 
Riverwalk.  Training Provided.
954-304-5746
www.segwayfortlauderdale.com

Guided Museum Tours
Daily at 1, 2 & 3 PM
Tours of Fort Lauderdale’s oldest 
surviving structure
Historic Stranahan House Museum
954-524-4736
www.stranahanhouse.org

 
Yoga at Tarpon River Brewing
Mondays
All ages and abilities yoga at the brewery
Ales and Asanas
www.alesandasanas.com/classes

Lunch with Art
First Thursday
Take a break from your day and unleash 
your creativity
Pompano Beach Cultural Center
954-786-4111
www.pompanobeacharts.org

Book Sale
First Friday
Monthly fundraiser with eclectic offerings
Friends of the Fort Lauderdale Libraries
Broward County Main Library 
954-357-6555
www.broward.org/library

Old Town Untapped
First Friday
Monthly street fair with local music, food 
trucks, vendors and more!
Bailey Contemporary Arts
954-786-7879
www.pompanobeacharts.org

Food in Motion
Second Friday
Monthly fair featuring food trucks, shopping, 
drinks, and picnicking under the stars
Atlantic Studios
Esplanade Park
954-785-7475
www.facebook.com/FlaglerFoodInMotion

Interpretive Walks and Tours
Friday & Saturday
Interpretive ranger-guided programs
Hugh Taylor Birch State Park
954-564-4521
www.fl oridastateparks.org

 
Las Olas Oceanside Park Market
Saturdays
Farmers, antique & artisan market
The Market Company
Las Olas Oceanside Park
305-531-0038
www.facebook.com/oceansideparkmarket

Circle of Life Experience
Self-guided tours that highlight our local 
natural environment
Snyder Park  
Fort Lauderdale Beach Sweep
Second Saturday
Help keep Fort Lauderdale Beach clean!
HUB at Fort Lauderdale Beach  
Wild Talks at the Park
Second Sunday, Fourth Saturday
Learn about local wildlife
Snyder Park
Fort Lauderdale Parks & Rec
954-828-5568
www.parks.fortlauderdale.gov  
Sips, Sounds & Splats
Third Sundays
Art and wine social with live music
South Side Cultural Arts Center
954-828-6250
www.parks.fortlauderdale.gov

 
FTL Art Walk
Last Saturday
Live music, original art & more
MASS District
954-866-3890 | www.massdistrict.com

 
Jazz Brunch
First Sunday
Free, outdoor concert series featuring local 
musicians on 3 stages
City of Fort Lauderdale
Esplanade Park & Riverwalk
954-828-5365
www.parks.fortlauderdale.gov

 
New River Open Air Market
First Sunday
Local vendors offer their goods
History Fort Lauderdale
954-463-4431
www.historyfortlauderdale.org

 
Storytime in the Garden
First Sunday
Mrs. Barbara reads a story related to nature
Flamingo Gardens
954-473-2955
www.fl amingogardens.org

 
Forest Bathing
Fourth Sundays
Relax, tune out the world for two hours in nature
Bonnet House Museum & Gardens
954-463-5393
www.bonnethouse.org

Save Our Seas Distinguished Speaker Series
First Thursday
An international lineup of environmental 
speakers  
Sensory Friendly Sunday
Fourth Sunday
Film screenings for those with autism 
spectrum disorder  
Bank of America: Museums on Us
First full weekend 
Free admission for BOA customers  
Sprouting Stem
Varies
Introducing little scientists (aged 0-6) to 
STEM-related topics
Museum of Discovery & Science
954-467-6637
www.mods.org  

Free First Thursday Sunny Days
First Thursday
Free admission and 2-4-1 beer and wine  
Bank of America: Museums on Us
First full weekend 
Free admission for BOA customers  
Free Fort Lauderdale Neighbor Day
Last Sunday
Free admission for FTL residents
954-525-5500
www.nsuartmuseum.org

RIVERWALK RECREATION
Shippey House

220 S.W. 3rd Ave. | Fort Lauderdale
954-526-5159  

Cycle Party Tours 
Daily | Reservation required
Jump aboard a 15-person 
quadracycle and experience Fort 
Lauderdale in an entirely new way. 
www.cycleparty.com

 
Paddle Pub Tours
Daily | Reservation required
Jump aboard a 20-person Paddle Pub 
and experience Fort Lauderdale and 
the waterway in a new way. 
www.paddlepub.com/fort-lauderdale

 
Bike Tours
Daily | Reservation required
Tours of Fort Lauderdale and 
Riverwalk for all abilities.
www.RiverwalkActivities.com

 
Kayak & Paddleboard Rentals
Daily | 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Explore the Yachting Capital of the 
World along the scenic New River, 
launching from the Riverwalk. 
www.RiverwalkActivities.com PH
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WHAT WE DO!  
Go Riverwalk Magazine connects our readers with all facets  
of Fort Lauderdale:

•  A flourishing downtown
•  Citywide array of social, cultural and neighborhood events
•  The world-class business and professional community

•  Trend-setting fashion and shopping
•  Avant-garde dining options

DISTRIBUTION  

1,500 magazines direct mailed to Riverwalk  
members and subscribers.

4,500 + copies are delivered to high-traffic  
locations including:

•  Hotels
•  Fine retail and restaurants
•  High-end luxury apartments
•  Downtown office buildings
•  Auto dealerships
•  Banks
•  Restaurants
•  Real estate offices
•  Hair salons
•  Exercise clubs
•  Art galleries

ADVERTISE IN

For advertising  
information, contact
Mark Budwig, 
Publisher
(954) 523-1980
Advertising@GoRiverwalk.com

T HE  NUMBER S !  

6,000
PRINT MAGAZINES MONTHLY

10,000+
OPT-IN E-MAIL SUBSCRIBERS

76,650+
FACEBOOK FANS

19,000+
TWITTER FOLLOWERS

18,200+
 INSTAGRAM FOLLOWERS

6,000+
SNAPCHAT

  

135,850+
TOTAL AUDIENCE



MEMBERS
MAKE IT

POSSIBLE!

MEMBERS
MAKE IT

POSSIBLE!
When you become a member of 
Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale, you 

are not just showing your 
support for a valuable 

community asset, you also 
receive some great benefits 

in return. These benefits 
include invitations to 

exclusive receptions held 
at unique locations around 

the city and a listing in 
Go Riverwalk magazine. 

Members also receive 
discounts on hotels 

and attractions across 
the U.S.

Support Riverwalk
and you support

your community!

For more information, go to www.GoRiverwalk.com/membership
or call (954) 468-1541 or email membership@goriverwalk.com



MODS

©2023 Gullane (Thomas) Limited. Thomas & Friends™: 
Explore the Rails! was created by Minnesota Children’s 
Museum, presented by Fisher-Price.

Climb aboard and celebrate as the world’s 

most beloved #1 blue engine rolls into 

MODS. Help Thomas the Tank Engine be 

a “really useful engine,” as you explore 

the sights and sounds of the island of 

Sodor, including Knapford Station and 

Sodor Steamworks. Learn valuable STEM 

skills throughout the exhibit by building 

an intricate wooden train set, assembling a 

large train and navigating through Thomas’ 

imaginary world. All aboard!

Exhibit included with admission.

NOW - JAN. 15




