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Keeping Up on 
Riverwalk
With our three months of signature events 
behind us — the Riverwalk Trust Tribute, Get 
Downtown and Burger Battle — we now 
have our general events to get us through 
the summer. 

A June wine dinner was hosted by Himmarshee 
Bar & Grille featuring a German winemaker and 
provided the opportunity to learn about his vine-
yards. We have a special Members Only Sum-
mer Kick-off event scheduled for July13 and our 
next Mutts and Martinis event coming in the fall. 
Check out www.GoRiverwalk.com for details.

With our goal of activating the Riverwalk, fol-
lowing is a wrap up of events that have taken place 
or will take place on the Riverwalk:

• On May 18, Mayor Jack Seiler delivered the 
State of the City Address along the Riverwalk be-
side the historic New River Inn.

• On May 20, the Marine Industry Cares Foun-
dation produced the third annual Spin-a-thon at 
Esplanade Park along the Riverwalk. More than 
$100,000 was raised for Kids in Distress. The 
event drew a diverse crowd from throughout the 
community.

• On June 3, we hosted the national Top Chef 
Road Show competition with an even draw be-
tween the two competing chefs.

• Events happening weekly include the River-
walk Trust Urban Market, every Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. With a new market manager, the 
Urban Market is transitioning with more vendors 
added each week.

• Also meeting weekly is Riverwalk Trust’s @
Riverwalk health series. Every Tuesday, Yoga with 
Ali Hecht takes place in Esplanade Park (across 
from the Museum of Discovery & Science) from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. For additional information, call 
954-732-0517.

The City of Fort Lauderdale has issued River-
walk Trust an annual permit, thereby allowing us 
to host events on the Riverwalk. If you or your 
organization is interested in producing an event 
on the Riverwalk, contact me directly at Chair@
GoRiverwalk.com. We’re happy to have you help 
us activate the Riverwalk.

By Mark Budwig
Chair, Riverwalk Trust

CHAIR’S CONNECTION
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Top Chef Serves Up
Healthy Match along
the Riverwalk
NBC/Bravo arrived in Fort Lauderdale in 
June and brought us the famous Top 
Chef Summer Road Tour Competition. 

In partnership with the DDA, the Riverwalk 
Trust hosted the event in Huizenga Plaza to a 
standing-room only crowd. Using local celeb-
rity judges, Chefs Tiffany Deery and Kenny 
Griffin went head to head to compete and end-
ed up in a draw in Fort Lauderdale — showing 
that our community loves food and the diver-
sity of the styles! We hope they will remember 
the good time here next year as they plan the 
next tour. Fort Lauderdale was one of 21 cities 
nationally to host this competition.

Riverwalk also hosted Spin-A-Thon, this year 
sponsored by Marine Industry Cares Founda-
tion to benefit Kids in Distress. This fun and 
successful event has become a much-antici-
pated challenge each year and is a growing and 
popular event. Many thanks to all of the part-
ners, teams and sponsors that participated and 
assured this success.

This is a great opportunity to thank 
our partners, Premier Beverage and Him-
marshee Bar & Grille, for hosting our June 
wine dinner and featuring some outstanding 

wines from the vine-
yards of Fritz Keller. 

With summer 
here, there will be 
other happenings 
Downtown and on 
the beach and we hope that our residents 
and visitors take the time to enjoy the many 
cool things that are offered!

Welcome to New
City Manager
Riverwalk Trust welcomes Lee Feldman, 
City Manager of Fort Lauderdale. 

After a thorough round of interviews, the 
City Commission of Fort Lauderdale unani-
mously voted to hire Lee Feldman to take the 
helm of the City. With years of experience, he 
brings a fresh look to government and we look 
forward to working with him.

Prior to his appointment as the Fort Lauder-
dale City Manager, Feldman was employed by 
the City of Palm Bay, where he served as city 
manager from October 2002 through June 
2011. Additionally he has served as the city 
manager of North Miami from May 1996 to 
October 2002 and as the deputy city manager 
beginning in 1989. Feldman also served as an 
assistant to the city manager and assistant city 

manager to North Miami Beach.
Feldman is a graduate of Washington and 

Lee University, where he received a bachelor 
of arts in liberal arts. He earned a master’s de-
gree in governmental administration from the 
Fels Center of Government at the University 
of Pennsylvania. Additionally, he has complet-
ed the Senior Executive in State and Local 
Government Program at Harvard’s Kennedy 
School of Government.

RIVERWALK ROUNDUP

By Genia Duncan Ellis
Executive Director, Riverwalk Trust

Fred Haug, project director for Bravo’s Top Chef tour, 
and Lisa Scott Founds, CEO of Winterfest, a celebrity 
judge for the Top Chef Summer Road Competition.

Vice Mayor Bobby DuBose, left, and Jason Crush of Crush Law Firm, right, 
served as celebrity judges for the Top Chef competition 

and Chef Tiffany Deery. Photos by Genia Ellis

Lee Feldman, City Manager 
of Fort Lauderdale
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Burger Battle II
Presented by Publix Apron’s 
Cooking School

Photography by Scott Barfield

Riverwalk Trust recently hosted Fort Lau-
derdale’s second annual Burger Battle Pre-
sented by Publix Apron’s Cooking School 
in Downtown Fort Lauderdale. Some of the 
city’s top restaurants competed, showcasing 
their creativity and grilling skills to a sold-out 
crowd of 1,100 guests. 

Bragging rights went to Georgie’s Alibi, 
Wilton Manors, for the judges’ choice for Best 
Burger in Fort Lauderdale while ROK: BRGR 
took home Fan Favorite honors.

Local residents gathered for an evening of 
gourmet burger creations, a French fry bar, a 
local celebrity slider eating contest sponsored 
by Krystal, cocktails and fun, while raising 
funds to support the Riverwalk Trust’s mis-
sion of building and nurturing a vibrant com-
munity connected by the New River. The 
night was a huge success with $40,000 raised 
for the Riverwalk Trust. 

Special thanks to our judges, Renée and 
Mike Quinn, the Burger Battle committee 
members, event Chair Brad Minto, America’s 
Backyard, the event sponsors, participating 
restaurants, volunteers, George Gadson, Stiles, 
and the team at Riverside Hotel.

Crowd1.	

Chef Bil Mitchell 2.	

Angela Kothe, David Haynes and Grant Speer3.	

Jason Meezlak, Renne Falsetto and James 4.	
Berricha

Ed and PJ Grant5.	

Toby Joseph, Nicole Wilans, Jason Cotter and 6.	
Boris Santa 

Ferrari St. Paul, Joseph Swicegood, Toni 7.	
Giannasca and Chef Louie Bossi 

Derek Epps and Norman Rance8.	

Amie Nappi and Fallon Farrell 9.	

Alex Bodganski, Andrea Harrington, Scott 10.	
Harrington, Wendy Courtenay and Deborah 
Harrington

Back, Anna Chioffe, Mindy Kodish, Lauren 11.	
Andes and Bob Hovey; front, Jessica Marshall, 
Pam and Dave Alexander and Dr. Gary Kodish

Bob Leider, Nancy Daly, Paul Daly and Al 12.	
Rothstein

Richard Luppino, Gina Brisson, Kamar 13.	
O’Sullivan, Tollin Edmuns and Daniel Watts

Moe Amireh, Connie Loewenthal and Drew Carl14.	

07 08

09 10

11 12

13 14
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DOWNTOWN LOWDOWN

By Chris Wren
DDA Executive Director

Downtown Fort Lauderdale

For more information email us at:
kate@ddaftl.org
Or call: 954.463.6574

A while back, I had an interview 
with Downtown Fort Lauderdale 
and found it to be quite captivating. 
Recently, I had the chance to catch 
up with the Downtown Dude again 
and here’s what he had to say …

Hey Downtown, what really puts 
mortar between your bricks?

The fact that new businesses are moving 
in all the time and the business community 
is turning into a broader corporate market. 
Also, all the expansions and renovations 
are exciting to witness: the new County 
courthouse, the Museum of Art’s entrance 
renovation, the Museum of Discovery and 
Science’s expansion and the expansion of 
the Broward Center for Performing Art, as 
well as the resurgence of my backbone, Las 
Olas Boulevard. I am not finished growing 
and these makeovers are important to keep-
ing me refreshed and better able to accom-
modate my increasing amount of visitors.

What are the greatest opportunities 
right now in Downtown?

Stranahan Park. Stranahan is our historic, 
cypress tree oasis in the heart of downtown. 
There is a beautiful strand of cypress trees 
there that is unique to downtown, a pagoda 
for live entertainment and our historic and 
beautifully updated Woman’s Club. Not 
to mention, the park is the doorstep of the 
Main Library and near many major office 
buildings. What should be the perfect spot 
for a midday picnic is currently an intimidat-
ing place for many of my office workers and 
residents. Stranahan is now known more for 
being the place where the homeless congre-

gate, rather than a park for all to enjoy. Our 
community is dedicated to improving the 
homeless situation. We need to find a way 
to reinvigorate the park’s status as a center 
for our downtown and community. In fact, 
I am currently working on a concept with 
Gale Butler, Genia Ellis and Terry Rynard.

What’s something most people don’t 
know about you?

I’m waiting to be discovered. Not many 
people outside Fort Lauderdale know what 
kind of dedicated, good-natured people 
make up this community. When I think of 
all their hard work and dedication toward 
making me a better place, I get goose bumps. 
Another thing people might not know about 
me is all the impressive commercial office 
space available. I am home to the most up-
scale office suites in Broward County, with 
views that will take your breath away. All at 
once you can see the ocean, Hallandale and 
Miami’s skyscrapers, the BankAtlantic Cen-
ter out west, trains going by, yachts making 
their way down the New River, and the air 
and seaports. Speaking of which, something 
also often lost on people is how close I am to 
both the international airport and seaport.

Well, you’ve certainly been discov-
ered by the film industry. It seems there’s 
something new filming every week!

Well, that may be true, but this is just the 
beginning. I’d like to see the trend continue 
before I can comment on my film career. 
I’m in it for the Oscar!

If These Streets 
Could Talk

Expansion plans for the 
Broward Center for the 
Performing Arts

Broward 
County 
Courthouse

The Fort 
Lauderdale 

Women’s Club

Museum of Discovery 
and Science Eco 

Discovery Center 
Wing
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George Washington calls it duty, this en-
gagement in the arts. Recently, Julia Perlowski, 
director of theater programs and an English 
and reading instructor at Pompano Beach 
High School became the 2011 Broward 
County Arts Teacher of the Year. She was rec-
ognized for her duty to “encourage literature 
and the arts” at Pompano Beach High School. 
Perlowski will be honored on Oct. 19 at the 
Broward Center for the Performing Arts. She 
will receive a cash stipend, a scholarship to 
Nova Southeastern University, a Tiffany crys-
tal apple, an inscribed brick on Riverwalk and 
an assortment of gifts from cultural organiza-
tions and businesses. Mostly, she will receive 
the satisfaction of fulfilling a service to her 
country, a service that affects the very nature 

of the community within 
which she lives.

Every year, this unique 
Broward County pro-
gram showcases the artis-
tic excellence of students 
and faculty throughout 
the county schools. 
Through a partnership 
among Broward Cultural 
Division, the Cultural 

Foundation of Broward and generous private 
sector donors, the School Board of Broward 
County and Broward Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, the Broward County Arts Teacher of 
the Year Program highlights an exceptional 
arts teacher and provides an educational and 
career development opportunity for arts stu-
dents to gain valuable experience performing 
in a high quality, professional institution.

 “Julia Perlowski is one of those rare teach-
ers who not only manages to get her students 
to produce at their highest levels in English, 
reading and drama classrooms, she spends all 
of her free time finding new opportunities to 
improve herself at national and international 
levels and to bring back and share her skills 
and knowledge with colleagues and students 

in her high school and home county,” said 
Hudson Thomas, principal of Pompano 
Beach High School.

Some of Perlowski’s outstanding efforts in-
clude creating a Shakespeare program at the 
high school that began in 2006 with “A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream,” mentoring the Teen 
Trendsetter Reading Program in which low 
performing teenage reading students read to 
low performing second and third grade read-
ers, enabling students to interview arts activ-
ists in the community and teaching them how 
to become arts advocates, and instructing 
teachers and students in India and Mongolia 
how to be arts ambassadors.

It seems a difficult time to be a teacher in 
Broward County. If teachers can encourage 
civic engagement and duty through theater, 
pastels, books and musical instruments in an 
invitation to activism, then it seems a worth-
while time to be a teacher in Broward County.

Join us on Wednesday, Oct. 19, at 6 p.m. 
at the Broward Center for the Performing 
Arts, Amaturo Theater. To RSVP, go to 
www.broward.org/arts and click on Events.

CULTURALLY SPEAKING

By Samantha Rojas

Julia Perlowski’s 
students gather 
around her after 
she learns she is 
the 2011 Broward 
County Arts 
Teacher of the 
Year.

Arts and Civic 
Engagement
“To encourage literature and the arts is a duty which every 
good citizen owes to his country.”

George Washington
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Wilton 
Manors
Eclectic Neighborhood
Offers Something
for Everyone
By Maggie Gunther
Photography by Jason Leidy
 
Are you ready to explore mouthwatering 
restaurants, beautiful waterways, quaint 
neighborhoods, funky shops and 
nightlife hotspots? If so, take a quick 
10-minute drive from downtown Fort 
Lauderdale to Wilton Manors. 

Beginning as a Fort Lauderdale neighbor-
hood development in the early 1920s, today 
the city is world famous for its diverse, vibrant 
community and is a friendly, accepting haven 
for people of all sexual orientations. Wilton 
Manors is also known as “The Island City” be-

cause its boundaries are primarily branches of 
the Middle River. On a weekend, you’ll see kay-
akers and boaters out on the river and canals, 
which connect to the Intracoastal Waterway. 

Wilton Drive, the city’s pedestrian-friendly 
“main street,” is lined with restaurants, shops, 
bars, offices and luxury housing and has some-
thing for everyone. If you’re hunting for bar-
gains, visit the Out of the Closet thrift store 
on Wilton Drive and the Poverello Center, 
recently relocated to Dixie Highway south of 
Five Points, or Worth Repeating consignment 
shop on 26th  Street. For authentic Japanese 
sushi, with sassy names like the “Gaysha” roll, 
check out Sozo. Love Thai? Try Galanga, Siam 
Cuisine and Tasty Thai. A taste of the South just 
moved in with Rodeo on Wilton Drive which 
specializes in Tex-Mex, barbecue and Cajun-
Creole. Sip a glass of wine at the Naked Grape 
wine bar. Feed your sweet tooth with ice cream 
treats at the walk-up Dairy Queen (a favorite for 
nearby Fort Lauderdale High School students) 
or try the rose-flavored gelato at Gelato Station. 
Delight in nostalgic candies at To The Moon. 

Three local bars each provide a trifecta of din-
ing, entertainment and nightlife. Rosie’s Grill, 
The Manor and Georgie’s Alibi have drink spe-
cials, gourmet menus and live entertainment. 

The Manor and Georgie’s also double as night-
clubs, and all three hold themed parties for vari-
ous events and holidays. 

The city is also home to long-established 
businesses such as Barton & Miller Cleaners, 
located at the Five Points intersection, and to 
one of the only bowling alleys in east Broward, 
Manor Lanes. Manor Lanes features weekly 
karaoke, as does New Moon and Red’s Bar, a 
longtime watering hole for Manors residents.

Mark your calendar for the Taste of the Island, 
an annual food and libation event that is not to 
be missed. This year’s Taste will be held Nov. 7 
at the Richardson Historic Park and Preserve 
on Wilton Drive and is held in partnership with 
the City of Wilton Manors, the Wilton Manors 
Historical Society, Wilton Manors Main Street, 
Friends of the Library and the Kiwanis Club of 
Wilton Manors. 

Throughout the year, the city hosts large-
scale events such as the Stonewall Street Fes-
tival, held this past June. The festival is one of 
many similar events around the nation, name 
for a Manhattan nightclub, which in June 1969, 
was the site of an uprising of gay patrons against 
police who had repeatedly terrorized them. 

Stonewall and other events in town celebrate 
gay pride – but as you’ll learn in Wilton Man-
ors – pride is for everyone and it’s about being 
accepting of all people. This spirit of harmony 
truly permeates the city; so, go see all that Wil-
ton Manors has to offer!

CITYSCAPE

BE
AC

H

NORTHWEST
NORTHEAST

SOUTHWEST

SOUTHEAST

DOWNTOWN/
LAS OLAS

Maggie Gunther 
works in community 
and public relations 
for Florida Atlantic 
University’s Broward 
campuses and 
War Memorial 
Auditorium, and is 
an active member of 
the Fort Lauderdale 
community..

RIVERWALK
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Our Top 5 Not-to-Miss Local Experiences
(plus some of our other favorites … )

The blue hues … the mesmerizing waves … the warm sun on our shoulders … with 23 miles of 
coastline in our own backyard, the beach tops our list of quintessential Fort Lauderdale experiences … 
those encounters everyone should sample, whether you’re a native or a visitor.
The following is our list that makes Fort Lauderdale “Fort Lauderdale” to those of us who live, work and 
play here. We list our favorites that we like to see and do to show off Fort Lauderdale to our visiting 
friends and colleagues, or simply take the time to enjoy them ourselves. Thank you to our e-newsletter 
respondents who helped us put this list together.

Quint 
FORT LAUDERDALE

essential
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By Maggie Gunther, Kevin Lane and Lynn Peithman Stock
Photography by Jason Leidy

Quint 
FORT LAUDERDALE

essential
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The Beach
When it comes to (nearly) 
free entertainment in Fort 
Lauderdale, you can’t beat 
the beach. For $6, we as 
city residents can purchase 
a yearly swipe card that 
includes unlimited beach 
parking. Others can park at 
metered spots or take the Sun 
Trolley. Once you’re there, 
the possibilities are endless. 
Whether you relax with a book 
or play in the waves, don’t 
forget the sunscreen! 

1
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2
Las Olas Boulevard 

(for shopping, strolling, 
restaurants)

It’s downright fun to stroll, shop, 
dine and people-watch on Las Olas 
Boulevard, the multi-faceted crown 

jewel of Greater Fort Lauderdale. 
Known for the plethora of owner/

operated businesses, almost every 
restaurant, retail store, art gallery, 
spa, beauty salon and boutique is 
one-of-a-kind unique. Add to this 

the many new businesses that are 
opening and you have a magical 

experience you can enjoy night 
and day. Come by Water Taxi, bus, 

trolley, bicycle or car.
www.lasolasboulevard.com
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Water Taxi
As the Venice of America, Fort 
Lauderdale is best appreciated 
by water. For a more intimate 
tour … just you and some 
friends … hop on the local 
Water Taxi. You can ogle the 
multi-million-dollar mansions 
nestled along the New River or 
hop from downtown to restau-
rant. It’s also a great alternative 
to get around town.
www.watertaxi.com

3
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4
Hyatt Regency Pier 66
Built by Phillips “66” Petroleum in 
1964, the Hyatt Regency Pier 66 
features a spa, bars and lounges, and 
is a timeless and elegant location for 
events. The very top of the tower, 
situated on 17th Street and the 
Intracoastal Waterway, is a circular 
revolving lounge that is open to the 
public on Sundays for brunch. The 
Pier Top boasts a breathtaking view 
and the food is nothing short of 
gourmet and delicious. 
www.hyattregencypiersixty-six.com
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The Jungle Queen
Since 1975, the Jungle Queen 
riverboats have been a staple 
of Fort Lauderdale tourism. 
This must-do experience 
includes a narrated tour of 
the New River complete with 
corny — but charming — 
jokes and a stop at the Jungle 
Queen’s island where you’re 
treated to all-you-can-eat 
barbecue, a variety show and 
various animals on display. 

5
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And a quick sampling of 
other Fort Lauderdale 
experiences to soak up:

• MeduSirena Mermaid 
Swim Show at Sheraton’s 
Wreck Bar
Fort Lauderdale’s only mermaid 
show returned recently when the 
Sheraton Fort Lauderdale Beach 
Hotel finished its renovations. Every 
Friday at 6:30 p.m., the MeduSirena 
mermaid (Marina Duran-Anderson) 
and her MeduSirena Pod Aquaticats 
perform at the Wreck Bar. Actually, 
they swim in the hotel pool; visitors 
watch the performance through 
the bar’s five “porthole” windows. 
The mermaids enthrall visitors with 
their long flowing hair and sparkly 
tails, each spending one to two 
minutes vamping in front of the 
windows before returning to a break 
at the surface. The mermaid’s “pod” 
consists of four performers and four 
apprentices. Duran-Anderson makes 
all of the mermaid “tails,” and she 
herself has more than 40.
www.medusirena.com

• Feed the Tarpons
Plan your visit to 15th Street 
Fisheries, one of South Florida’s 
finest and most popular waterfront 
eateries, around 5 to 6 p.m. and you 
can watch the giant tarpon get fed 
outside along the dock. Whether 
arriving by boat or by car, 15th 
Street Fisheries is a favorite among 
locals and tourists alike. Each night 
there are tarpon feedings on the 
restaurant’s docks, which has been 
hailed as one of Florida’s must-see 
attractions.
www.15streetfisheries.com

MENTIONING

WORTH 
MeduSirena 
Mermaid 
Swim Show at 
Sheraton’s Wreck 
Bar
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• Watch the cruise ships
Head to John U. Lloyd State Park’s beach or 
underneath the 17th Street Causeway to 
help visualize your dream of sailing away 
on a cruise ship.

• Eating at a waterfront 
restaurant
Sunset happy hour, such as Marriott Harbor 
Beach drinks at the bar outside by the pool.

• Riverside Hotel (staying in as a local)

This historic hotel nestled in the middle of 
Las Olas Boulevard is the perfect spot for 
an in-town getaway.
www.riversidehotel.com

• Bonnet House Museum & 
Gardens
Nestled off of bustling A1A is this historical 
haven of old Fort Lauderdale. Begun in 
1920 and completed in 1938, Bonnet 
House is located on a lush 35-acre estate 
on the Atlantic Ocean. Frederic and Evelyn 
Bartlett, who were both artists and art 
patrons, created a tropical oasis, which 
features a unique blend of art, architecture, 
history and wildlife. If you’re lucky, you’ll 
catch a glimpse of one of the wild monkeys 
along the inlet shoreline.
www.bonnethouse.org

• Riverwalk
Our very own Riverwalk offers a winding 
walkway along the New River in 
Downtown Fort Lauderdale.

www.goriverwalk.com

• Elbo Room
This watering hole has been a local 
institution since 1938. If you can’t make it 
there in person, go to www.elboroom.com 
to check out their beach and bar cams. 

• Jazz on the Riverwalk
The first Sunday of each month, from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m., along the scenic Riverwalk, 
the soulful sounds of jazz fill the park. July 
3 performers include  Big Brass Machine  
at the Esplanade; Jason Beach  at Peck 
Courtyard; and Billy Bones at C. Hoffmann 
Gazebo. Aug. 7 performers include 
Horizons of Jazz at Esplanade; Porcelain 
Quartet at Peck Courtyard; and Ike and Val 
Woods at  C. Hoffmann Gazebo. Best of all, 
it’s free.

• Mai Kai
If you’ve never seen an authentic 
Polynesian show or sipped a Maui Sunrise, 
this is the place. It’s been a Fort Lauderdale 
institution since 1956.

www.maikai.com

Bonnet 
House 
Museum & 
Gardens

RIVERWALK

JAZZ ON THE 
RIVERWALK
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green
conversations

If you happened to watch Alice 
Thomas tend the bunches of romaine 
lettuce or stalks of broccoli early in the 
morning at the Lindsay Urban Farm on 
Northwest 12th Terrace, you’d think 
she’s tending her vegetables for that 
day’s meal. 

while that’s certainly a tasty by-
product, she’s growing something 
much larger — her financial stake 

in Urban Youth Green Farmers.
At 22 years old, Thomas is one of 

seven shareholders in this new venture, an 
endeavor of the HONEY Project. HONEY 

stands for Helping Our Nations Empower-
ing Youth. Part academy, part business train-
ing ground and part international economic 
development initiative, the non-profit trains 
students from age 15 to 24 to become 
entrepreneurs.

One a recent morning, Thomas walked 
through the rows of containers holding col-
lard greens, tomatoes, peas and oregano as 
she talked about her share in Urban Youth 
Green Farmers. A vegetarian since the age 
of 10, she’s passionate about bringing fresh, 
healthy food to the community. The new 
business accepts orders through its website, 
www.urbanyouthfarmers.com. “They’re 

decent, affordable prices,” she said. “We 
want people to have this food and to be able 
to afford it.”

thomas and the other business owners, 
ages 20 to 23, got their training through 
the HONEY Project. They learned to 

set up a business plan and each took on an 
area that interested them. Thomas helps tend 
to the harvest; someone else designed the 
website. All emerged as certified change agents 
after the 12-week program.

“The company is about helping a commu-
nity and people globally,” said Thomas, vice 
president of Urban Youth Green Farmers.

Youth Grow More Than
Vegetables in Northwest Plot

By Lynn Peithman Stock • Photography by Jason Leidy

Alice Thomas of the Urban Youth 
Farmers tends their garden in 

Northwest Fort Lauderdale.
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she is among more than 
300 students that the 
HONEY Project has 

trained in social entrepreneur-
ship, in which a social problem 
is identified and entrepreneurs 
work to create social change.

The 7,000-square-foot plot 
on Northwest 12th Terrace is 
an example of social entrepre-
neurship. 

“This is a social enterprise. 
You’re in the middle of a place 
they used to call the ugly 
corner. Now they’re bringing 
hope. Nothing is impossible,” 
said Nathan Burrell, founder 
and CEO of the HONEY 
Project. The project’s mission 
is “to create natural resources 
for the community through 
urban farming, to provide mo-
tivation, enlightenment and 
empowerment for a sustain-
able environment and better 
health; showing communities 
that anything is possible.”

The Housing Authority of 
the City of Fort Lauderdale 
provided the plot of land on 
Northwest 12th Terrace, where 
fresh fruits and vegetables 
sprout throughout the year. 
Youth Build, Step Up and the 
Urban League of Broward all help sponsor 
the garden along with business sponsors. “We 
have some great sponsors that provide the 
support,” Burrell said.

The HONEY Project started 11 years ago 
with, not surprisingly, honey. Burrell guided 
a group of young adults to source, import, 
distribute, market and sell organic honey from 
Africa. “Our goal is to empower people through 
entrepreneurship,” he said.

The HONEY Project will return to Africa 
in July when Burrell will lead seven students 
from South Florida to Ghana for 10 days. All of 
the students have gone through the HONEY 
Project training. Citrix Systems, Carlisle Group, 
BankAtlantic and Greater Fort Lauderdale 
Sister Cities have helped to make the trip to 
Ghana, Africa, possible.

The students will take their collective 
gardening and business experience to the 

village of Agogo, a sister city of Fort Lauder-
dale. “What better way to get started than 
to start with young people?” Burrell asked. 
“If we can do this in an urban area,” he said, 
referring to the garden, “imagine what you 
can do in a sub-Sahara area? This is a train-
ing ground where we figure things out.”

the Urban Youth Green Farmers is the 
fifth youth business that the HONEY 
Project has launched since 2006. 

Past initiatives include a video production 
company, hurricane shutter company and a 
mobile car wash business. “We’re trying to 
get the young people to be a part of the solu-
tions,” Burrell said.

Robert Lee Jr.  went through the HONEY 
Project training and has started his own 
company called Legacy Video Entertain-
ment, producing corporate videos. A 
student at the University of Central Florida 

in Orlando, he will accompany the group 
to Ghana and create a documentary about 
the trip.

“Nathan Burrell was my teacher and he 
taught us about business, business entrepre-
neurship and how to get started in business,” 
said Lee, who learned how to gather capital, 
manage human resources and create a business 
plan. “It helped me to realize there are more 
things to do after graduation,” said the 2007 
graduate of Hallandale High School.

“I see I have different options to start 
my own business and work on my own 
schedule. It helped me to be passionate and 
to work toward my goals.”

For More Information

To learn how to buy the Urban Youth Green 
Farmers’ fresh harvest, go to 

www.urbanyouthfarmers.com.
www. honeyproject.org

Alice Thomas and Nathan Burrell
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On Christmas Day 2009, a residential 
neighborhood in Portland, Ore., 
received an unexpected gift – a 
hand-painted crosswalk across a 
street where no dedicated pedestrian 
safety feature previously existed.

in a city known for civic involvement 
and supporting the needs of cyclists 
and pedestrians, this act of anonymous 

“vandalism” in the name of the public 
good was received with equanimity by the 
city. Doug Klotz, vice-chair of the city’s Pe-
destrian Advisory Committee, simply said 
that it showed that “the public perceives 
the need for a safer crossing there.” And 
the city’s traffic engineer took a wait-and-
see approach upon learning about the 
unauthorized crosswalk.

this event is just one of many similar 
incidents that have started to multiply 
in American cities in recent years. 

With city budgets crimped and urban re-
newal efforts hampered by post-recession 
economic realities, a growing number of 
people are deciding it may be easier and 
faster to take urban improvement literally 
into their own hands.

By Serge Atherwood
Photography by Jason Leidy

Volunteers Stephen Schuster and Luke Moorman spruce up Las Olas Boulevard.

the  
d.i.y.
city
The Grassroots Approach 
to Changing the Urban Fabric
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Volunteers Tom Coyle, Shawn Sackman, Drew Saito, Brenda Cleaver, Cheryl Seinfeld helped fill 
planters along the Riverwalk.

Serge Atherwood works in urban redevelopment 
for IBI Group in Pompano Beach and is highly 
involved in improving the downtown Fort 
Lauderdale community.

But it wasn’t a straightforward process. Sheffield had to 
dig into the City’s zoning ordinances to obtain approval 
for the project as a “civic club” use tied to the Flagler 
Village Civic Association. (The garden was removed by 
the property’s new owner, City National Bank of Florida, 
following a citation.) At her own initiative, Ms. Sheffield 
explored how to find approval for the garden and give 
an otherwise idle piece of land an opportunity to serve a 
temporary role as community builder. 

DIY urbanism efforts such as these are often initiated 
outside of standard regulatory policies, but the best ones 
respect existing legalities to ensure no harm is done. In 
such instances, individual efforts to improve the commu-
nity may be supported at the official level. Jenni Morejon, 
principal planner for the City of Fort Lauderdale, noted 
that “when government resources are scarce, we should 
acknowledge the community’s desire and enthusiasm for 
directly and immediately shaping the places in which we 
live.” Whether that includes community gardening or wall 
murals along the rail tracks, Morejon added, “These efforts 
provide a sense of collective community spirit. In many 
cases, they set the stage for more formal public/private 
partnership opportunities to improve our public spaces 
and create interesting and exciting places for all to enjoy.”

no one suggests that DIY urbanism condones 
the violation of property rights or public safety. 
Potential DIY’ers are cautioned to think about any 

negative consequences of their actions. The majority of 
DIY urbanism is undertaken by individuals who know 
about planning and property rights or know how to obtain 
that information.

As Fort Lauderdale celebrates its Centennial anniversary 
this year, more people are looking at how our fair city can 
expand on the acclaimed character of its public spaces – and 
DIY urbanism stands strong as a possible way forward.

Ways to Get Started

Interested in learning more about DIY urbanism? You’re 
encouraged to contact the Riverwalk Trust or the Fort Lauderdale 

DDA for more information and guidance.

“Do-it-yourself ” urbanism is nothing new. People have taken the initiative 
to physically affect pieces of the public realm for as long as there have been 
cities. Some activities are more widely appreciated than others; a volunteer 
beach cleanup, for instance, is usually well received, while a guerrilla art 
mural on the side of a vacant building may elicit reproach from the building 
owner or the public. However, amidst the debate about centralized, top-
down city planning, DIY urbanism appears ready for a more legitimate role 
in expressing community wishes for a better urban landscape.

fort Lauderdale has seen examples of this already. In Flagler Village, on 
Northwest Third Avenue, a community vegetable garden had been 
operating until last month on a vacant parcel of land. The work of 

Kate Sheffield, a planner with the city’s Downtown Development Author-
ity, the volunteer-built and managed garden operated on a site lent by 
Charles Ladd of Barron Real Estate, Inc., at no cost to the garden’s organiz-
ers. It had been well received since its launch in October 2010, expanding 
from eight garden plots to 20 and gaining public interest despite the lack of 
any formal marketing.
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remembering
eula

On July 4, the City of Fort Lauderdale and the 
Fort Lauderdale/Broward NAACP will celebrate 
the opening of the restored Eula Johnson House 
on Sistrunk Boulevard and commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the historic wade-ins that led 
to the integration of Fort Lauderdale beaches.

a ribbon-cutting ceremony will be held at the Eula 
Johnson House at 9 a.m., Monday, July 4, at 1100 
Sistrunk Blvd., Fort Lauderdale. Following that 

event will be a Beach Wade-In Ceremony and unveiling 
of a state historic marker at A1A and Las Olas Boulevard.

City Honors ‘Rosa Parks
of Broward County’

Kelly Gregorio is a writer of creative 
non-fiction and has a master’s of fine 
arts from Florida Atlantic University.

To help put these events in perspective, 
Fort Lauderdale Vice Mayor Bobby B. 
DuBose and the Fort Lauderdale Branch 
of the NAACP hosted a “Walk Through 
History” evening in June to share history 
lessons and honor  the historic civil rights of 
Eula Johnson.

Johnson is remembered for her organiza-
tion of the 1961 wade-in at the formerly seg-
regated Fort Lauderdale Beach. She fought 
for equality not only at the beaches, but also 
in the Broward County school systems and 
the police department. 

throughout the evening, residents 
shared their memories. After attending 
this event, I am grateful things have 

changed from the way they used to be and I 
was reminded to whom we all should direct 
such thanks. 

Thank you to the first black municipal 
bus driver in Broward County. It must have 
been exciting when people lined the street 
to see you on the job. Thank you to the first 
certified African American lifeguard to comb 
our beaches. I’m sorry at times of emergency, 
when you needed to use a phone, locals 
businesses would tell you to “go find a dime.” 
Thank you to the first clerk of dark colored 
skin to work at the Social Security office. I 
watched you at the event — you stood in front 
of the crowd in a great shade of green and told 
your story with a such sense of calm and wis-
dom that I can only imagine came from years 
of hard work and a powerful inner strength. 

Plans for the Eula Johnson house include 
a museum and the new location of the Bro-
ward branch of the NAACP. Ribbon cutting 
at the house will be at 9 a.m. on Monday, 
July 4. In celebration of the 50th anniversary 
of the wade-in, the ribbon cutting will be 
followed by a reenactment at Fort Lau-
derdale Beach at A1A and Las Olas Blvd. 
Trolleys will transport event goers from Eula 
Johnson’s house to the beach. The public is 
invited to attend. 

By Kelly Gregorio

The Eula Johnson house is being 
renovated on Sistrunk Boulevard.
Photo by Jason Leidy
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Bravo Italiano 
Ristorante
Serving Up the Savory 
One Plate at a Time
By Alexandra Roland
Photography by Jason Leidy

Other than gregarious black clad servers, there is one thing that 
greets patrons as they walk into the foyer of the Bravo Italiano 
Ristorante: garlic. 

The smell of fresh flavor penetrates waiting tastebuds, conjuring up 
a healthy appetite for authentic gourmet Italian food. Let the salivating 
begin. 

As authentic as the food smells and as gourmet its quality, Bravo, 
nestled just off of the 17th Street Causeway, is not at all pretentious in 
nature. “I want (guests) to feel like they’re walking into their own home,” 
said Russ Dickson, owner. 

Brick walls adorned with vintage Italian posters outline the 200-plus 
seat restaurant, filled with intimate comfortable booths situated for a 
business lunch or a romantic evening. The setting is one of unassuming 
legitimacy underscored by an understated yet strong chic elegance. 

DININGDESTINATION
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While patrons take in this home-

like atmosphere, food is of course 
still on their minds. And with a 
menu chock full of flavorful sauces, 
high quality seafood and diverse 
pastas, it’s understandable. From the 
basic pasta marinara to a more com-
plex veal dish, Osso Bucco, quality 
is never compromised and season-
ing is always highlighted. 

Some chefs just fulfill their role. 
They cook the food and make 
sure it is plated presentably. Not 
at Bravo. Executive chef Jimmy 
Henriquez has been bringing 
something unique and different 
to Bravo tables for almost 20 years. 
“He cooks with love,” Dickson 
said. “It really shows in his food. 
He is someone who cares about 
it.” With a passion for flavor and a 
natural tendency toward innova-
tion, Chef Henriquez’s culinary 
creations are unprecedented, ac-
cording to Dickson. 

The Penne Vodka is one of Bra-
vo’s most popular dishes, equipped 
with a flavor burst of prosciutto and 
peas in a savory vodka sauce. The 
menu is also home to fresh soups 
that act as the perfect precursor to 
a main meal. Pasta Fagioli is served 
everyday, but specialty soups such 
as the Eggplant and Roasted Pep-
per Bisque or the Minestrone “pizza 

soup,” mixed in with hard sausage 
and pepperoni, are offered on a 
“soup of the day” basis.

The Bravo menu sparks ingenuity 
with its unconventional yet equally 
as appetizing Grilled Calamari dish. 
Bravo’s pizzas such as the spinach 
and mushroom Pizza San Marco, or 
the grilled chicken, spinach, onions, 
and goat cheese Mediterraneo are 
also prepared on a grill, providing 
a unique savor different from oven 
baked or coal fired. 

After entrées, servers present 
guests with a seasonal dessert tray 
stocked with a sweet tooth’s dream. 
The Rock Slide features a huge 
fudge brownie topped with cara-
mel, big squares of chocolate, driz-
zled with nuts and served a la mode. 
As if that wasn’t enough, patrons 
can also choose from the Brownie 
Bash, Tiramisu or a Lemon Cello 
Tart, a lemon pastry infused with 
raspberries and served with white 
chocolate shavings.

The Bravo bar also boasts 49 
wines and a full liquor selection to 
be perfectly paired with the authen-
tic Italian culinary selections. 

Bravo Italiano Ristorante 
1515 S.E. 17th St. Causeway
(954) 523-9441
www.bravoitaliano.com

The lamp chops pair well 
with this Super Tuscan from 
Tommasi Viticoltori. With 
60 percent Sangiovese 
and 40 percent Cabernet 
Sauvignon, it has an intense 
bouquet of mature red ber-
ries fruits and is well-bal-
anced with good structure 
and nice length with fruity 
flavors.

Alexandra Roland is currently pursuing a bachelor’s degree in 
print journalism at the University of Miami. She is founder of a.p.r. 

Consulting, a full-service communications firm.

Suggested Wine Pairing
Tommasi Poggio al Tufo 
Vigneto Rompicollo

Signature Dish

Grilled New Zealand baby lamb chops 
atop sautéed spinach, wild mushrooms 

and roasted red peppers. Garnished with 
goat cheese and a balsamic glaze with 

potatoes di giorno.
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DINE&WINE

It’s summertime, which means time with friends and family 
while cooking and eating outdoors.  At Whole Foods Market 
we want you to enjoy your food as much as you enjoy your 
leisure time.  Here are some tips from us on how to make 
outdoor cooking and eating easier and tastier.  
• Prepare your grill by cleaning and grilling the rack before 

each use. 
• Marinade your meats prior to grilling to make them more 

tender and flavorful.  Be creative with the marinades that 
you create or buy pre-made ones to save yourself some 
time.  

• Grilling isn’t just about meats.  Try grilling tofu or vegeta-
bles as well.  You can even grill tater tots and onions rings 
if you want to do your whole meal outside.  

Summertime is 
prime for Grilling
Whole Foods Market Shares Tips For 
Making The Most Out Cooking Outdoors

• When grilling veggies be sure to cut them into slices so 
you can get more surface area on the grill and get more 
flavor 

• When you take the veggies off the grill spread them out 
instead of stacking, which can cause them to steam and 
become soggy 

• If you’re looking for a little more flavor trying brushing the 
vegetables with Dijon mustard, balsamic vinegar, or salad 
dressings before grilling. 

• Don’t forget about grilling fruit too.  Peaches, pears, man-
goes and pineapple are all great to grill and then put on 
top of salads, pound cake or ice cream.  

However, we know that sometimes you’re in a hurry 
and need something last minute to please your guests. 
Choose from our selection of grill-ready foods in the meat 
and seafood departments. All of them are freshly prepared 
with marinades and seasonings that meet our strict Quality 
Standards.

• All you add is the grill!
• Chicken, pork, beef, lamb and seafood kabobs
• Several varieties of pre-seasoned ground beef patties
• House-made fresh sausages
• Salmon burgers and crab cakes 
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Grilled Heirloom Tomato 
& Pesto Pizzas

An easy, flavorful way to combine two summer classics: grilling and 
heirloom tomatoes. Choose heirlooms in contrasting sizes, shapes 
and colors for the most visual appeal. For the crispest pizza make 
sure you roll your dough out thinly and evenly and don’t overload 
the top with tomatoes. 

Ingredients
• 1 pound frozen whole wheat or white pizza dough, thawed (avail-
able in our Prepared Foods or Bakery department) 
• 4 teaspoons extra-virgin olive oil  
• 8 tablespoons prepared basil pesto  
• 1 to 1 1/2 pounds mixed heirloom or other seasonal tomatoes, 
very thinly sliced  
• 1/2 teaspoon fine sea salt, divided  
• 1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper, divided  
• 3/4 cup crumbled goat cheese

Method
Divide pizza dough into 4 equal balls. On a lightly floured surface, 
roll each ball out to a rough circle about 9 inches in diameter; brush 
each side of the circles with olive oil and place on baking sheets.  
 
Prepare a grill for medium heat cooking. Working with one piece 
of dough at a time, place it on the grill rack and cook, rotat-
ing the crust frequently with tongs to help it cook evenly, until 
darkly browned on the bottom and air bubbles form on top, 3 to 4 
minutes. Transfer browned-side up to the baking sheet; spread the 
browned side with 2 tablespoons pesto. Top with a few slices to-
mato (don’t cover the entire surface or the pizza will end up soggy), 
sprinkle the top with 1/2 teaspoon each salt and pepper, and dot 
with goat cheese. Slide or lift the pizza back onto the grill, close 
the grill cover and cook, rotating the pizza every now and then, 
until the bottom is deeply browned and the cheese begins to melt, 
about 3 minutes. Slide or lift the pizza back onto the baking sheet. 
Repeat with the remaining dough. 

Nutrition
Per Serving: 300 calories (180 from fat), 20g total fat, 4.5g saturated fat, 10mg 
cholesterol, 640mg sodium, 25g total carbohydrate (3g dietary fiber, 4g sugar), 6g 
protein

If you’re looking for some great recipes that will impress 
your guests then be sure to visit our website – www.whole-
foodsmarket.com/recipes.  We have thousands of reci-
pes online for a wide variety of food choices and dietary 
needs.  Also be sure to speak to our team members when 
you’re in the store.  They always have ideas and sugges-
tions on how to make your meals even better.
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GO RIVERWALK: We are de-
lighted to introduce you to Dr. Ya-
nitza “Yani” McConnell, DMD. Dr. 
Yani, as she’s known by just about 
everyone, talked with us recently 
about her general and cosmetic 
dentistry practice on east Davie 
Boulevard, between Andrews 
Avenue and Federal Highway. 
She gave us quite an education 
on what’s going on in the field of 
dentistry these days and it’s light 
years beyond the old ‘drill ‘em 
and fill ‘em’ days of dentistry. As 
such, we thought you’d enjoy get-
ting to know a little more about 
Dr. Yani and her practice.

Dr. Yani McConnell’s passion is 
designing beautiful and functional 
smiles. With her vast expertise, 

artistic eye and many years of 
training, she brings a high level of 
trust and proven ability to achieve 
the most gorgeous results possible. 
Specializing in comprehensive and 
cosmetic dentistry, Dr. Yani and her 
team are experts at treating dental 
decay and restoring smiles to look 
and function their best. In restor-
ative dental care, Dr. Yani addresses 
oral flaws and degenerative needs 
with an artist’s touch and attention 
to detail. With an unwavering com-
mitment to oral health and to provid-
ing the best in dental services with 
compassion, care and understand-
ing, the professional team of Dr. 
Yani’s office brings the latest dental 
technology and techniques to pre-
ventative, periodontal, restorative, 
surgical and cosmetic dentistry.

Dr. Yani McConnell

ADVERTISER PROFILES: Dr. yani mcconnell

Exceptional dentistry starts here, in the lobby of Dr. McConnell’s office on Andrew’s Avenue

‘I trust everyone in 
your office, everyone 
is very caring and 
understanding, and 
you take really good 
care of me.  I get 
more oral care from 
your office than I have 
from any dentist office 
anywhere.’ 

- Gwynne B.

LIVING LIFE
SMILING
A passion for helping the world smile 
through oral health care

ADVERTISER PROFILES is a monthly feature profiling our premium advertising partners. Our thanks to everyone who supports GoRiverwalk Magazine!
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GO RIVERWALK: Dr. Yani, what 
do you think is the most important 
information about you and your 
practice that our readers should 
know? 

 
My passion is to keep my patients 
healthy, happy and smiling with the 
same kind of quality dental and oral 
health care that my own family re-
ceives. Our dental team members are 
known for their patience and under-
standing, taking the time to educate 
our patients on lifelong preventative 
care as well as treating current den-
tal issues. We deliver dental services 
to families and individuals with a be-
lief that everyone deserves the best 
in state-of-the-art care. We want our 
patients to have the kind of peace 
of mind that comes from knowing 
they’re working with true dental and 
oral health care experts that care 
about them and can turn their dream 
smiles into a reality. 

Exceptional dentistry is more than 
just excellent clinical skills and state-of-the-art equipment 
and technology. It’s about establishing lasting relation-
ships with our patients based upon mutual trust and open 
communication. We are dedicated to treating people and 
improving their lives and overall health. Our job isn’t to 
lecture you when you come in the door about all the things 
you’re doing wrong. Instead, we work with you to educate 
you about preventative oral care. 

We have a team of professional specialists from every 
specialty area, providing Cosmetic Dentistry, General 
Dentistry, Crowns and Bridges, Veneers, Dental Implants, 
Dentures, Conscious Sedation, Teeth Whitening, Invisalign, 
Smile Makeovers and more. 

Perhaps our most unique area of specialization is smile 
makeovers, which requires combining today’s most cutting-
edge cosmetic dentistry techniques. I’m also a Preferred 
Invisalign® dentist, giving us the ability to design a beauti-
ful new smile for you by straightening teeth with clear, virtu-
ally undetectable aligners from Invisalign®. Our website, 
wwww.YaniDMD.com, has a Smile Gallery where your read-
ers can see our patients’ dramatic transformations.

Professional Background

Dr. McConnell completed her residency in Advanced Edu-
cation in General Dentistry in North Miami 2002-2003. She 
pursued and received her degree in Dental Medicine Doctor 
(DMD) from Nova Southeastern University (NSU) in 2006.  
She graduated among the top five students in her class and 
joined the Endodontic and Prosthodontic Honor Programs 
in her senior year due to her academic and clinical achieve-
ments in Dental School. Dr. McConnell was nominated in 
the “Dean’s List” for all 3 consecutive years while in Dental 
School at NSU. She was also one of the few nominees as 
honorific member of OKU Dental Fraternity.

Dr. McConnell is a member of many distinguished dental 
organizations, including The American Academy of Cosmetic 
Dentistry - (AACD); The American Dental Association - 
(ADA); The Academy of General Dentistry - (AGD); Atlantic 
Coast Dental Association - (ACDA); and The Florida Dental 
Association - (FDA). 

Dr. Yani’s office brings the latest dental technology and techniques.

‘Everyone was sooooo friendly and 
accommodating!  I also felt that 
everyone in the office really cared 
about me and my teeth, not just 
getting paid. They fit me in, and 
even changed their schedule to get 
my cavities filled in the same visit!  
Absolutely amazing.’

- Haile P.

To learn more about Dr. Yani McConnell’s practice, 
please see their website at www.YaniDMD.com.
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Sight Specific: Explorations in 
Space, Vision and Sound
Through Sept. 4
Museum of Art | Fort Lauderdale 
(954) 525-5500

Animation Exhibit 
Through Sept. 5
In Animation’s environment, visitors 

explore the process of animation from 
concept to finished product from 
storyboarding, character design and 
drawing techniques to movement, 
timing, filming and sound.
Museum of Discovery and 
Science 
(954) 467-6637

The Art of Caring: A Look at 
Life through Photography 
Exhibition
Through Sept. 25
Featuring photographs spanning 
slightly more than a 60-year time 
period, the Museum of Art | Fort 
Lauderdale exhibit examines the 
moments that shape our being and 
how key events in life are celebrated 
and honored. It also explores how 
pivotal decisions are made by different 
cultures throughout the world.
Museum of Art | Fort Lauderdale
(954) 525-5500

Summer Shorts with Jai 
Rodriguez
Through July 3
Fast and furious fun: “short” plays 

featuring star headliner Jai Rodriguez.
Broward Center for the 
Performing Arts
(954) 462-0222

Cool Science Weekends		
July 9 and 10, 16 and 17, 23 and 
24 and 30 and 31
Visit every weekend in July for 
Liquid Nitrogen demonstrations 
at 2 p.m. and ice cream making 
demonstrations at 3:30 p.m. Visitors 
will enjoy treats from Blue Bell Ice 
Cream.
Museum of Discovery and 
Science 
(954) 467-6637
	
Motley Crue • Poison
New York Dolls
July 5
Hard Rock Live
(954) 797-5531

Moonlight, Sea Turtles and 
You
July 5 and 6, 12 and 14, 19 and 20 
and 26 and 28
The whole family can participate in an 

evening of discovery while uncovering 
the natural history and myths of turtles. 
The adventure begins at 9 p.m. in the 
Museum with an informative hands-
on session about turtles.
Museum of Discovery and 
Science 
(954) 713-0930

2011 NPC Southern States
Fitness, Figure, Bikini,
Physique and Bodybuilding
Championships
July 8 and 9
War Memorial Auditorium
(954) 828-5380

Bonnet House
Centennial Family Days
July 9 and Aug. 13
Half-price admission for adults, free 
for children 12 and under
Bonnet House Museum and 
Gardens 
(954) 563- 5393

Disney’s Camp Rock
July 9
Rock out and join the Broward 

Daily Events

EVENT CONNECTIONS

$: Charge. FAM: Family Appropriate. Events subject to change. Please call before you go. For more detailed event listings, visit GoRiverwalk.com. 

Calendar Editor: Alexandra Rowland 
Submit your events to Calendar@GoRiverwalk.com 

by the 5th of the month.

Scan this tag to check 
out Go Riverwalk 

Magazine’s Events 
Connection online.

Fridays through Aug. 5
Each summer, Fort Lauderdale Parks and Recreation Department 
presents the Starlight Musicals concert series. These free outdoor 

concerts provide a way to enjoy the summer with family and friends. 
The series features a lineup of bands ranging from pop to country, 

rhythm and blues to tropical rock.
The shows take place Fridays from 7 to 10 p.m. on the football field at 
Holiday Park, which is located at East Sunrise Boulevard and Federal 

Highway. Residents and visitors are encouraged to bring lawn chairs, picnic 
baskets and coolers. Please note that pets are not permitted in the park.

THRU
08.05

Starlight Musicals Concerts

Every weekend through Sept. 3
Each Saturday night more than 20 musicians will perform in a “Mile 

of Live Entertainment” on A1A just south of Las Olas Boulevard 
to Sunrise Boulevard. Musical genres include flamenco guitar, jazz, 
reggae, classic rock, a Brazilian trio, the Bahamian Junkanoo Revue, 

vocalists accompanied by a pianist, top DJs and more. Visit www.
TheNewFortLauderdaleBeach.com for more information. 

THRU
09.03

Saturday Night Alive

Gavin Perry
Courtesy of Fredric Snitzer Gallery



JULY+AUGUST 2011	 www.goriverwalk.com  |  GORIVERWALK  |  53

$: Charge. FAM: Family Appropriate. Events subject to change. Please call before you go. For more detailed event listings, visit GoRiverwalk.com. 

Center Summer Theater Camp 
Young Professionals in Disney’s 
Camp Rock, The Musical, live on 
stage.
Broward Center for the 
Performing Arts
(954) 462-0222

Creative Summer Art Academy 
July 11 and 22
 July 25 and Aug. 5 
Aug. 8 and 19
The Creative Summer Art Academy 
is a series of two-week intensive art 
workshops for students entering 
grades one through 12 in Fall 
2011. Classes run 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
daily.
Museum of Art | Fort Lauderdale
(954) 525-5500

Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows, Part 2 
July 15 through Sept. 8
The eighth and final “Harry Potter” 
film, “Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows: Part Two” is packed with 
epic action and drama.
Museum of Discovery and 
Science 
(954) 463-IMAX (4629) 

University Singers
From Mozart to Marley
July 16 and 7
The University Singers is a 
distinguished choral group noted for 
its versatility, performing classical, 
American Negro spirituals, jazz, 

folk, gospel, reggae and other varied 
musical genres.
Broward Center for the 
Performing Arts
(954) 462-0222
www.browardcenter.org
	
Tropical Symphony Concert
July 16
Broward Center for the 
Performing Arts
(954) 462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

Mamma Mia!
July 19 through 14
Broward Center for the 
Performing Arts
(954) 462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

15th Annual
Zo’s Summer Groove
Comedy Show
July 22
Hard Rock Live
(954) 797-5531

Next Step Dance presents 
Evolution
July 23
Broward Center for the 

Performing Arts
(954) 462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

The Fab Faux 
World’s Greatest
Beatles Tribute Band
July 23
Parker Playhouse
(954) 462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

Buckler’s Craft Fair
July 23 and 24
War Memorial Auditorium
(386) 860-0092

Bonnet House
Centennial Discount Days
July 27 and Aug. 24
Half-price admission for everyone.
Bonnet House Museum and 
Gardens 
(954) 563- 5393

Harry Potter’s World: 
Renaissance, Science, Magic 
and Medicine
July 27 through Aug. 31
The exhibition explores the world 
of Harry Potter and its roots in 
Renaissance magic, science and 
medicine. Although a fantasy story, 
the magic in the Harry Potter books 
is partially based on Renaissance 
traditions that played an important 
role in the development of Western 
science and medicine.
Main Library
(954) 357-7443

Art of Wine and Food
Tasting Series
July 28
International Fine Wine Director 
Paul Chevalier from Shaw-Ross 
presents wines of Chateau D’Esclans 
in the Rose Lifestyle of St. Tropez.
Museum of Art | Fort Lauderdale
(954) 525-5500

Hello Dolly!
July 29
Broward Center for the 
Performing Arts
(954) 763-6701
www.FLCT.org

July 8, 19 and 20
Celebrating its 20th anniversary, Summerfest 2011 features the Remenyi 
Ede Chamber Orchestra from Miskolc, Hungary, joined by members of 
the Symphony of the Americas in a cultural exchange under the baton of 

Maestro James Brooks-Bruzzese. 
July 8: Sunshine Cathedral

July 19: Trinity Lutheran Church and Academy 
July 20: Broward Center

(954) 335-7002
www.symphonyoftheamericas.org

Summerfest 2011

07.08,
19 & 20

July 29 • 6:30 p.m.
Gillespie was a contestant on Season Six of Bravo’s Top Chef. His passion 

lies in serving his customers quality food every day. This enthusiasm means 
incorporating the use of fresh, organic and sustainable ingredients in all of his 

dishes. His goals as executive chef and partner of Woodfire Grill are to increase 
the usage of local products, make seasonal dishes more exciting and create a 

youthful atmosphere at the restaurant.
The menu includes Sliced Tomatoes on Cornbread Pancakes with Bacon-Basil 

Mayonnaise; Mojo Marinated and Glazed Grilled Pork Steak; Sweet Corn Roasted 
in the Husk with Lime, Jalapeño and Cojita Cheese; Grilled Pineapple Cobbler.

Publix Apron’s Cooking School, Plantation
$65 • (954) 577-4264

Celebrity Chef Demonstration
with Kevin Gillespie

07.29
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Beres Hammond
Featuring Wayne Wonder
and Sharon Tucker
July 29
Hard Rock Live
(954) 797-5531

Fort Lauderdale Antique
and Collector Faire
July 30 and 31
War Memorial Auditorium
(954) 828-5380

Book Signing and Discussion
Aug. 4
Local author P. J. Parrish will discuss 
and sign copies of her newest 
mystery novel, “The Killing Song.”
Museum of Art | Fort Lauderdale 
(954) 262-0255

Disney’s Aladdin Jr.
Aug. 4 through 6
Broward Center for the 
Performing Arts
(954) 462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

Smart Watts: Free Home 
Energy Workshop 
Aug. 6 
Fort Lauderdale residents may join 
Museum of Discovery and Science 
for free home energy workshops 
where individuals can learn how 
to make their homes more energy 
efficient.
Museum of Discovery and 
Science 
(954) 467-6637

 
A Girls Night Musical
Girl Talk
Aug. 11 through 14
Parker Playhouse
(954) 462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

Chris MacDonald’s
Memories of Elvis
Aug. 13
Broward Center for the 
Performing Arts
(954) 462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

Gun and Knife Show
Aug. 13 and 14 
War Memorial Auditorium
(954) 828-5380

Meet the Animals Day	
Aug. 6 and 7
Museum of Discovery and 
Science 
(954) 467-6637

Monster Jam
Aug. 19
This international racing series shows 
off its three main elements – the pit 
party, racing and freestyle.
BankAtlantic Center
(954) 835-7825

Howard Davis Jr.’s
Fight Time 6
Aug. 19
War Memorial Auditorium
(954) 828-5380

Alison Krauss and
Union Station
featuring Jerry Douglas
Aug. 20
Broward Center for the 
Performing Arts
(954) 462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

Back to School
Science and Fitness Fun 	
Aug. 20 and 21
Museum of Discovery and 
Science 
(954) 467-6637

Cine Zarzuela
Aug. 23
Florida Grand Opera presents a 
Spanish musical theater tradition. 
Cinema Paradiso
(800) 741-1010
www.fgo.org 
FREE

]

Kenny Vance
and The Planotones
Aug. 27
Parker Playhouse
(954) 462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

Gold Coast Derby GRRLs
vs. Houston
Aug. 27
War Memorial Auditorium
(954) 828-5380

Roger Daltrey Performs
The Who’s Tommy
Sept. 13
Hard Rock Live
(954) 797-5531

The Woman Behind
“Little Women”
Sept. 15
A scholar-led discussion about 
Louisa May Alcott by Dr. Christine 
Jackson of Nova Southeastern 
University; documentary film 
clips will be presented during the 
discussion.
Main Library
(954) 357-7443

@ Riverwalk
• Cardio Mix with Josh Hecht
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Mondays and 
Thursdays
Esplanade Park

• Yoga with Ali Hecht
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays
Esplanade Park
Times and dates subject to 
change depending on weather 
restrictions.
For more information, call (954) 
732-0517 or (954) 468-1541 or 
visit www. GoRiverwalk.com. 
Look for additional classes and 
programs coming soon.

$: Charge. FAM: Family Appropriate. Events subject to change. Please call before you go. For more detailed event listings, visit GoRiverwalk.com. 

Aug. 18 • 6:30 p.m.
Executive Chef Ron Kerr from Georgie’s Alibi leads this cooking 

demonstration. Georgie’s Alibi of Wilton Manors won the Riverwalk 
Trust’s Burger Battle Best Burger title for a second year in a row.

The menu includes Oysters with Apple and Bacon Mousse; Roasted Beet 
Salad with Maytag Bleu, Candied Pecans and Charred Onion Vinaigrette; 
Roasted Rack of Lamb with Cuban Coffee Demi Glaze, Sweet Potato and 

Celery Root; Goat Cheese Ice Cream with Seasonal Fruit.
Publix Apron’s Cooking School, Plantation

$40
(954) 577-4264

Talk of the Town with
Georgie’s Alibi

08.18
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Riverwalk Urban Market
Saturdays • 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Fruits, veggies, cheeses, flowers, 
breads, pastries, etc.
Esplanade Park
(954) 468-1541
www.goriverwalk.com

The Ultimate Wave Tahiti 3D
Through Dec. 31
Featuring nine-time world surfing 
champion Kelly Slater, The Ultimate 
Wave Tahiti follows a quest to find 
the perfect wave-riding experience. 
Museum of Discovery and 
Science
AutoNation
(954) 467-MODS (6637)

National Association of 
Women Business Owners 
Monthly Meetings
First Monday of each month
Westin Hotel in Fort Lauderdale
www.nawbo-ftl.org

Bonnet House
Yoga Class in the Gardens
Wednesdays • 8 to 9 a.m.
The Bonnet House Museum and
Gardens
(954) 563-5393, ext. 137
www.bonnethouse.org

Women’s History Walk
First Saturday of the month • 2 
p.m.
Fort Lauderdale Woman’s Club
(954) 779-1707
Free

Bountiful Treasures
Saturdays • 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
All proceeds go to the food pantry 
of the Episcopal Church of the 

Intercession.
Bountiful Treasures Thrift Store
(954) 467-6496, ext. 107

Introduction to 
Ghost Hunting
Saturday Nights
Historic Stranahan House 
Museum
(954) 524-4736
www.stranahanhouse.org

SunTrust Sunday 
Jazz Brunch
First Sunday of the month • 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.
Riverwalk Park
(954) 828-5363

A Swingin’ Evening of
Entertainment
Third Sunday of the month
Broward Center for the 
Performing Arts
(954) 462-0222
www.browardcenter.org

FAT Village Arts District 
Artwalks 
Last Saturday of the month
Features local artists.
Northwest Fifth Street and 
Andrews Avenue
River Ghost Tours
Sundays
Historic Stranahan House 
Museum
(954) 524-4736
www.stranahanhouse.org

Fort Lauderdale Historical
Society’s Historic Walking 
Tours
First Sunday of the Month
Find out how Fort Lauderdale really 
started. Docents of the Fort
Lauderdale History Center conduct 
historic walks. 
New River Inn
(954) 463-4431, ext. 12
www.oldfortlauderdale.org

Las Olas Outdoor Green 
Market
Sundays • 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Las Olas Chemist Parking Lot
(954) 462-4166
Free

Centennial Events 
July 4
Centennial 4th of July Celebration 
on Fort Lauderdale Beach with 
Wade-In Marker Installation
Centennial 4th of July Celebration 

Dinner Cruise and Fireworks Show 
along Fort Lauderdale’s Historic 
Intracoastal Waterways 
July 7 to 9
The Florida Neighborhoods 
Conference will join the Centennial 
Celebration at the 15th Annual 
Conference is hosted. Centennial 
Historian Susan Gillis will speak at 
their Welcome Breakfast. 
July 21 and Aug. 18
Monthly Art Walks presented by 
the Las Olas Association. For more 

information, call Randi Karmin at 
(954) 258-8382.
July 23
Fort Lauderdale Centennial 
Historian, Susan Gillis, book signing 
of “Fort Lauderdale The Venice of 
America.”
Aug. 6 and Sept. 3
Too Hot to Hide one-hour walking 
tour at the Fort Lauderdale Woman’s 
Club, featuring history of Annie 
Jumper, Katherine Rawls, Ivy 
Stranahan and Frankee Lewis.

$: Charge. FAM: Family Appropriate. Events subject to change. Please call before you go. For more detailed event listings, visit GoRiverwalk.com. 

Riverwalk Mutts & Martinis
Presented by Larry and Cathy Danielle

Ongoing Events

Downtowner Saloon
Friday, Sept. 30 • 5:30 to 8 p.m.

Riverwalk Trust will host “The Original” Riverwalk Mutts and Martinis, 
presented by Larry and Cathy Danielle, Fort Lauderdale’s largest outdoor, 
pet-friendly cocktail hour, on Sept. 30, from 5:30 to 8 p.m. The goal of the 

event is to bring together the Downtown community and their favorite 
four-legged friends for a night of celebration and networking while raising 

funds for the Riverwalk Trust. The event will be held along the 
Riverwalk at Briny Riverfront Pub. 

On this Fido-friendly evening along Fort Lauderdale’s Riverwalk, a $25 
donation ($20 prepay online) gives attendees two complimentary drinks, 
appetizers, live music, silent auction, chances to win raffles and prizes and 

lots of fun treats and activities for their pets including dog massages, canine 
contests and plenty of doggie treats. Dog adoption opportunities and a 

portion of the proceeds from each ticket sold will go to benefiting Humane 
Society of Broward County. Tickets may be purchased in advance online at 

www.GoRiverwalk.com or at the door the evening of the event. 
For more information, visit www.GoRiverwalk.com, 

or call (954) 468-1541, ext. 203.

SAVE THE DATE
09.30
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Why did you join Riverwalk 
Trust?

The Riverwalk Trust is 
an important partner to the 
Riverside Hotel, Las Olas 
Company and the Las Olas 
Boulevard. As our organiza-
tions have the same goals 
to make the entire Las Olas 
Boulevard an international 
destination for all market seg-
ments, it is crucial to engage 
in an alliance strategy to grow 
more exposure jointly. The 
Riverwalk Trust is a steering 
organization that does not shy 
away from taking risks and 
trying new ideas to better the 
experience for our local resi-
dents and visitors. This kind 
of energy and leadership has 
attracted the Riverside Hotel 
and Las Olas Company to 
continue a strong supportive 
relationship for many years to 
come.

What sets Fort Lauderdale 
apart from most of our com-

petition is that we are the “Smallest Big City” — we have all the amenities like a big city 
does, but Fort Lauderdale delivers them with a personal touch.

 
Tell us a little about yourself.

Born and raised in Germany, I immigrated to the United States as a 17-year-old ex-
change student and graduated from the University of Kansas. I started in the hospitality 
industry 26 years ago and worked for brands such as Leading Hotels of the World, Re-
naissance Hotels and Resorts, Marriott Hotels and Resort, Hilton, Sheraton, Radisson, 
Independent Hotels and Private Equity Clubs. In October 2010 I joined the Riverside 
Hotel and Las Olas Company, where I immediately felt at home working with a world-
class staff, engaged board and very supportive community. The Riverside Hotel will be 
celebrating its 75th anniversary in December and is the only full-service hotel on Las 
Olas Boulevard.

I am married to my beautiful wife, Elenice Dobrikow, who is a vice president of per-
sonal banking at 1st United Bank, handling its Brazilian portfolios. I enjoy golf, tennis, 
boating, scuba diving, traveling and taking the motorcycle out for a ride.

We love living in South Florida and enjoy every aspect it has to offer. 

Heiko Dobrikow
General Manager, Riverside Hotel

MEMBERSHIP

Welcome New 
& Returning 
Members
Riverwalk 100
Lori Blosser 
Jay Cline 
Gary Farmer 
Timothy Hart 
Joe Porcelli 
Mary Jo Romano 
Tom Tharrington 
Jeff Tolari 
Joseph Winn 

Trustee Level 
J. David Armstrong

Broward College

Rick Cordary
EDCO Awards and Specialties

John D’Angelo
D’Angelo Realty Group

Supporter Level 
Pedro Diaz

Iberia Bank

Corporate Partner
Kevin Lawhon
Matthew Olsen

Northwestern Mutual Financial Network

Randy Sweers 
FASTBOATS.com 

Lacey Brisson
BB&T
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KEEP In 
TOUch WITh 

GO RIVERWALK 
On ThE GO

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

fOLLOW US On fAcEbOOK 

fAcEbOOK.cOm/GORIVERWALK 
& TWITTER

@GORIVERWALKmAG
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SNAPPED@

Miami Dolphins 
Annual
Weekend 
Sports Party at 
Vibe

Dennis Stefanacci 1.	
and Lousaka Polite

Stan Rudman, 2.	
Jeff Peck, Paul 
Castronovo and Rob 
Konrad

Chris Baker, O.J. 3.	
McDuffie and 
Mickey Shuler Jr.

Children’s 
Diagnostic 
& Treatment 
Center 
Volunteer 
Receives Silver 
Knight Award

Stephanie Clayton 1.	
and Benjamin Gajus

Russell Life Skills 
and Reading 
Foundation 
Raises $20,000 
at White Tie for 
Literacy

Twan and Lysandra 1.	
Russell, Marcia Barry-
Smith, Lois Marino, 
Dara and Jarrett and 
Jamie Marino. Photo 
Credit: AJ Shorter 
Photography

Ross Bielejeski, Tracy 2.	
Schuldiner, DJ Slim Rok 
and Susan Renneisen. 
Photo Credit: Blacktie 
South Florida

Please submit Snapped@ photos with complete identification of event and people photographed to Magazine@GoRiverwalk.com
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01

01 03

02

Marine Industry 
Cares Foundation 
Spin-A-Thon 
Benefits Kids in 
Distress
Photos by to Dan 
Rakofsky

Keith Sims, Jack Seile  1.	
and Mole Telfer 

Mark Bononi, 2.	
Johanna Karlsson, 
Peter Hult, Tom 
Tomczyk, Al Wallace, 
Sheree Lynch and 
Melissa Gribas

Lisa Scott-Founds, 3.	
Susan Renneisen 
and Dawn Read

01 02

SNAPPED@

Please submit Snapped@ photos with complete identification of event and people photographed to Magazine@GoRiverwalk.com

Broward 
Education 
Foundation 
Receives 272 
New Electric 
Guitars
Seminole Hard Rock 
Resort Donates 
One Per School in 
Broward

Joselyn Barahona, 1.	
Nicole Cavallo and 
Jennifer Chaves

George L. 
Hanbury II 
Installed
as Nova 
Southeastern 
University’s 
Sixth President

Ray Ferrero Jr., 1.	
George L. Hanbury II 
and Ron Assaf

The investiture 2.	
of NSU President 
George Hanbury
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SNAPPED@

Friends 
of MODS 
celebrates first 
year

Patrick Flynn, Dr. 1.	
Michael Ruddy, 
Janet Buhl and Peter 
Buhl

Gale Butler and 2.	
Tommy Geleazzi

South Florida pirates3.	

Broward 
Center for the 
Performing 
Arts
President’s 
Reception

Kelley Shanley and 1.	
John Milledge

Milton and Barbara 2.	
Jones and Albert 
Miniaci

Joel Altman and 3.	
Beverly Raphael 
and Jan and Jim 
Cummings

Broward Heart 
Ball

Rick and Rita Case and 1.	
Doug and Linda Von 
Allmen

Maria Hunt, Steven 2.	
Mariano and Allison 
Jewell

Fred DeLuca, Dr. 3.	
Sanford Ziff and 
Beatrice Clancy

Please submit Snapped@ photos with complete identification of event and people photographed to Magazine@GoRiverwalk.com
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2011 Jail and 
Bail

Roy Black and 1.	
Valerie Belben 

Nick Lopane and 2.	
Toni Kissel

David Singer, Lea 3.	
Black and Michael 
Satz

Club 2-1-1
Photos by 
Downtown Photo

Gregory Haile, Sheila 1.	
Smith and Matt 
Anthony 

Terry Frank and Mark 2.	
Schwartz

Rusty Smith, Jonie 3.	
Sabo, Michelle 
Simon and Jamie 
McDonnell

Guy Harvey 
Ocean 
Foundation Golf 
Tournament

Andy Bean and Brad 1.	
Adamonis

Brett Bergeron, Andrea 2.	
Gajewski, Terry Cooper 
and Alika Keone

Tony Segreto and 3.	
Steve Stock

Please submit Snapped@ photos with complete identification of event and people photographed to Magazine@GoRiverwalk.com
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THEN & NOW

1961
By 1961, county 
officials still had not 
addressed the lack 
of amenities and 
the difficult access 
to the so-called 
“black” beach. To 
draw attention 
to the problem, 
NAACP officials Eula 
Johnson and Von 
D. Mizell staged a 
series of wade-ins 
at Fort Lauderdale’s 
famous, and 
segregated, 
public beach. A 
Fort Lauderdale 
policeman orders 
young protesters 
to leave the 
whites-only beach.
Photo courtesy of 
the Fort Lauderdale 
Historical Society

Scan this tag to find out 
more about the Fort 
Lauderdale Historical 

Society’s photographic 
collection.

Historic photos available: The top photo is one of more than 250,000 historic images of 
Broward County in the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society photographic collection.

If you would like to purchase a reproduction, please note the archive number — H28152 — 
and call (954) 463-4431, ext. 11, or email research@fortlauderdalehistorycenter.org.

Now
Marrianna, Stan and 
Sandra Baxton enjoy a 
Friday evening on Fort 
Lauderdale Beach.
Photo by Jason Leidy
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